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C H A P. I. 

TT AM defcendcd from an ancient Spanifh 
family, that traces its anceftors among the 
firft Chriftians, and produced feveral heroes 
in the earlieft ages of our monarchy. Don 
Juan de Grandez, my father, was a grandee of 
the firft clafs, and the whole lineage of my 
mother aUvays boafted of an equal lhare of 
wealth and refpe&ability. Alcantara is my 
native place ; I was bred for the honourable 
profeftion of arms, and ferved as a volunteer, 
und$x the Due De Crillon at the famous 

«B fiege 
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fiege of Gibraltar, when the gallant Veteran 
Elliot defeated the combined forces of France 
and Spain, and gathered immortal laurels by 
forcing us to make a fudden and difgraceful 
retreat. I was then in my twenty-third year, 
and fodifgufted at the purfuit of martial glory, 
that I bade adieu to the army for ever. 

Though inglorious in point of martial 
fame, ftill the eventful courfe of my paft ca- 
reer has certain trophies to Ihow, which, ga- 
thered as they arc in the myrtle-groves of 
love, or in the wild mazes of romantic ad- 
venture, will appear full as memorable and 
interefting to fome, as the gigantic feats of 
many a huge cut-throat, champion, or con- 
queror. The whole of my education feems 
to have been purpofely planned to render me 
confpicuous in the fphere of gallantry ; and 
my quitting the banners of Mars at the age of 
twenty-three, may juftly be confidered as the 
effecT: of that fyftem of juvenile breeding. 

The amiable qualities and accomplilhments 
of my mother had a ftriking influence on my 
own improvement, and on the manner of ac- 
quiring the agreeable talents of a young man 
n of 
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of faflrion. Her beauty ftcod confefled tfec 
tranfcendent inheritance of her offspring. I 
was indeed remarkable, for a pair of full 
cheeks, fluflied with rofy health, a delicate 
and fignificarit mouth, two large blue eyes, 
fparkling with fentimental fire, and over- 
fliaded by copious and fymmetrical black 
brows. A vivacity of a<5tion, a fmooth and 
flattering tongue, an invariable evennefs of 
temper, and a lofty deportment which I oc- 
cafionally affumed, contributed to procure 
me notice, indulgence, and favor. 

At the eve of manhood, I felt myfelf gifted 
with fuch a ftore of warmth and fenfibility, 
as feldom fails of making an impreflion, es- 
pecially on the fair fex. 

I was exceffively fond of careffing the la- 
dies ; but merely prompted by caprice, and 
ftill more by the faftiionable levities of the 
day, I generally referved my homage for her 
that was the mod admired. But foon the 
hour came, when I was to expiate whole years 
for the petulance and wan ton nefs of youth. 

Elmira, Countcfs Dacofta, had fpent the 
firft fifteen years of her life, with a relation in 

B 2 an 



Digitized by Google 



4 /THE GENIUS. 

* an old caftle, too rqmote from the gay cities 
to attradt the crowds of my gallant contem- 
poraries. Shortly after my return from the 
fruitlefs expedition againft Gibraltar, fhe 
came to Alcantara, decked out with all the 
charms of novelty, but at the fame time with 
fuch fafcinating endowments, as foon raifed 
her above the fplendor, and even the jealoufy 
of every other female competitor. Beauty 
blended with kindnefs, wit heightened by the 
moft endearing fprightlinefs, a heart glowing 
with fympathy, and challenging an eternal 
love — fuch were Elmira's enviable qualities. 
Nature feemed to have formed her at the moft 
aufpicious epoch, for each expreflion of her 
fentiments, the flighted motion of her body, 
bore the ftamp of unrivalled gracefulnefs and 
matchlefs pcrfedion. She received my ad- 
drefles with that flattering candor, which 
doubles every pace, but keeps a lover confin- 
cd, as it were, within the boundary from 
which he firft ftarted. 

One evening I found her alone, fitting on 
a fopha, with a guitar on her lap : one hand 

fupported her head, the other was negligently 

hanging 
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hanging down over her handkerchief. Hav- 
ing entered the apartment unperceived, and 
her back being turned towards me, I heard 
her fob, and faw fome tears trickle down upon 
the mufic-book before her. I drew hearer, 
and was not heard. I knelt at her feet, laid 
hold of the unoccupied hand, kifTed it, but 
fhe feemed as motionlefs as a ftatue. At laft 
fhe ftartled, and feeing me by her fide/at- 
tempted to rife in hafte, but I kept her, ftil! 
lilent, on her feat. 

u Ah, Carlos/' cried fhe, " what have yoir 
feen ? — Why, this arietta is fo moving, fa 
inexpreffibly moving — have you never heard 
it ? I'll play it again if you ehufe." 

She now turned over the leaves of the* 
notes ; but I foon faw, the arietta was no- 
where to be found. She endeavoured, at 
leaft, to recover her ufual fprightlinefs ,- but 
this was as inattainable as the moving fong. 
*. u Madam," began T, cc we cannot always 
find what we look for — my own experience 
for that. I came hither quite depreffed, and 
thought to find you in high fpirits ; but I 
meet only tears and refer ve !" 

B 3 * Referve^ 
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" Referve, Don Carlos ? How can that 
be?" 

lf Exadlly as I told you. I am young in 
years, Elmira, but I have ceafed to be young 
in love. If adoring you, ,does not entitle me 
to your confidence, will you deny it to my 
friendfhip ? — You are mute ? You weep ? O 
fpeak to me — Carlos is wholly yours I" 

u Do you fancy, Sir," replied fhe fome- 
what offended, €c that I have fecrcts to difco- 
ver to you ? I afTure you, I am not at all pre- 
pared for it." 

11 Elmira, you mifunderftand me — I did 
not mean to offend you." 

u I believe you — all you wanted was a lit** 
tie more ingenuity to mafk your curiofity." 

u I confefs my intruiion, and crave your 
pardon. Let us drop the fubjeft — pray what 
maftcr made this guitar ?" 

At thefe words fhe flared wildly — tears 
again bedewed her lovely cheeks — and her 
fwelling bofom heaved a long alas ! 

" I plainly fee/' continued I, fC my pre- 
fence is too much for you. Your forgivenefs, 
Madonna — adieu ! M % 

« Stay, 
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" Stay, Carlos/* exclaimed flic ; ff abide 
-with me." 

<f Since I cannot be the objedt of your 
pity," concluded I, " let me avoid being that 
of your indignation/' | 

Thus faying, I retired in a pet, but it was 
oftly the pet of a lover, that deems himfelf 
flighted. I fretted myfelf into an indifpofi- 
tion, which had already obliged me two days 
fo keep my room. In the evening of the 
third, I was furprifed with the following bil- 
let : 

♦ 

44 WE have exchanged parts. I am on the 
eve of becoming the objeEl of your pity* You 
love all women ; and I — alas ! — but one man. 
Tomorrow morning I go to confefs in the con- 
Tent of the Capachins at St. Jago/' 

■ 

«' Elmira." 



B 4 CHAR 
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CHAP. II. 

CT. Jago lies at the diflance of four good 
^ leagues from Alcantara. It was necef- 
fary for me to fet out the fame night, and 
notwithftanding a terrible ftorm, and the re- 
in on ft ranees of my trufty fervant Alfonfo, I 
mounted on horfeback, and galloped out of 
the city gates. Alfonfo had prophefied true ; 
the rain, mixed with thunder and lightning, 
burft in clouds from the fky, and foaked us 
to the (kin ; the wind which blew a hurri- 
cane, threw us feveral times from our horfes, 
and no path was cognizable to our fight 
the poor animals, funk at every pace deeper 
in the bogs ; at laft we neither knew the fitua- 
tion of the convent, nor the direction of the 
town, and in the moft imminent peril of be- 
ing drowned or choaked in the moors, reach- 
ed the borders of a foreft. — Here new terrors 
overwhelmed us. To lefTen the fright I be- 
gan to ling a fong, and Alfonfo joined me 
by way of chorus. Suddenly the bu flies 

feemed 
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feemed to be animated with a hundred Voices,, 
which I took for the echo of the woodlands ; : 
but what was my aftonifhment, when I heard 
the fecond verfe begun, before we had done 
with the firft. €t What can this be?" cried 
I to Alfonfo. ff Ah ! my Lord/' anfwered 
the poor fellow trembling ; u I'm fure this 
wood is haunted by a thoufand devils thaO 
want to break our necks.*' 

I now defcried a beaten road before us. 
Impelled by an agony of fear, I fb violently 
fpurred my horfe, that he run off in full' 
fpread, while poor Alfonfo, entangled in the 
bufhes, cried after, without being able to 
overtake me. In lefs than a minute I got 
fo far as to hear nothing more, and having 
conftantly tried to check the rapid courfe of 
my horfe, he ftrayed from the road into a 
thick cpvert. The Iky had cleared up^ and 
ftill my fituation was comfortlefs. A thou- 
fand times I called Alfonfo, but nobody an- 
fwcred. While looking out for a path, I 
perceived feveral lights, at a diftance, whith 
like mephitic fires, difappeared gradually ; 
there was one, however, whofe gleam ap- 

B 5 peared . 
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peafed fixed afcd ftationary, and traverfing 
feveral marfhes, up to my knees in the mire, 
I, at laft, difcovered a little hovel, in a thick* 
et, from which the rays proceeded. I ap- 
proached the entrance and gave a loud rap, 
tvhcn a foft voice called Out from within: 
<f Lay down the things, Maria, and open the 
door." The door was opened by a little 
girl ; a woman turfied her back to me, bull- 
ed with ftirring a coal-fire, and a little 'boy 
feeing me, hid his face in her bofom, crying : 
" Ah, mother ! only look !" 

" I'm glad thou'rt come Jago," faid the 
woman without turning an eye from the fire, 
and the kettle that wa$ put over it. cc I 
wifh you had brought father tbo. I have 
been obliged to burn all the fuel, waiting fo 
long, but I warrant you, my dear, you'll re- 
fijh the foup the better." 

She now took the cover off the kettle, and 
looked into it with all the folicitude of a bufy 
and pleafed houfewife. 

" Dear woman," cried I at foft, " that 
was a terribk ftorm — H 
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" Aye/' interrupted (he, cc and the light 
ning as bad — I dare fay, poor foul, thou'fl. 
got wet through — " 

At thefe words fhe caft her eyes towards 
the door, and feeing me with my horfe which 
had half entered the cot, lhe ftartled, the co- 
ver dropt from her hands, the kettle over- 
fet, and the niceft of foups ran fpuming into 
the fire, which it totally extingutfhed. But 
for the pale glimpfe of a fmall lamp, that 
hung at the window, we fhould have been in 
complete darknefs. She now recovered from 
her furprize, rofe and advanced towards me. 

— f< Excufe me, good woman/' purfued 1^ 
u I have loft my way — 99 

ff — Never mind, Sir/' returned fhe in a 
friendly tone, cc you are welcome in-doors, . 
but your horfe may as well keep Without/ 9 

I made no reply, went out, fattened the \ 
animal to a tree, and returned to the hovel. 

— u I am afraid, Sir/' refumed fhe, cc you 
are both wet and hungry : I would inftantly 

« 

light a fire, if I could but procure dry- 
wood." 

« Since 

B 6 
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— u Since mine is the fault/' anfwered I, 
u that the kettle overfet ; it is but juftice, 
that mine fhould be the punifhment to pro- 
cure wood." 

So faying, I ran out and got deep among 
the bufhes in fearch of what I wanted. I 
heard my horfe neigh, which was always the 
Cafe when any body meddled with him. A 
loud and conjoint laugh of feveral voices 
enfued, from which I inferred Jago's return. 
In about half an hour, I had gathered with 
great difficulty a bundle of wood and haften- 
ing back to the cot, found Jago, with his 
wife fitting on his knees. The lamp, which 
Hood on the ground before the hearth, caft 
its full radiance into her beautiful face, whofe 
charms I had not till now been able to dis- 
cover. The little children thronged around 
them. I flood quite enraptured at this fcene 
of rural felicity. — cf O'.'God !" exclaimed 
Jago in a penfive mood, when the little boy 
interrupted him by calling out : " Here's the 
It ranger!" 

Jago now gently raifed his fair burden, 
rofe, and fhaking me by the hand : " You 

are 
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are heartily welcome/* faid he, €€ we have 
no convenience here, but you are fcen with 
pleafure." 

I made fome apologies, but they were 
waved ; the charming woman lighted the fire, 
another mefs was foon prepared, and while 
the blazing flames of the hofpitable hearth 
dried our clothes, we began a ferious con- 
verfation, in the courfe of which I foon per- 
ceived that the knowledge and cultivation 
of my hofts were of a much fuperior kind 
to the humble fphere in which they then 
moved. 

At laft, I feized her hand : " pardon my 
indifcretion, charming woman," faid I, 
n how came you to this hovel, how came you 
to quit a world that would adore you ?" 

— <f Adore ?" returned fhe, fmiling ; " how 
do you know, Sennor, but this is the very 
reafon that made me quit it ?" 

— " Our hiftory," interrupted Jago, " is 
very long, and very difmal. You are fenfible, 
Sennor, that here is our laft refuge ; we have 

devoted part of our life to the world, but 

.the 
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« 

the faireft portion of itj we referve for our 
happinefs." 

— " Shall I/' faid Jago, cf communicate 
part of our ftory to this gentlemen ?" — She 
nodded aflent, played with her children, ftole 
at times, unperceived, out of the cot, and 
feemed only to take a diftant intereft in the 
account. 

« — We are both of a noble origin/ 9 con- 
tinued Jago ; u but you'll permit me, Sen- 
nor, to conceal the names of our families. 
My youth had nothing intcrefting in it ; be- 
ing the fifth and youngeft fon, and no great 
provifion of courfe made for me, to fupport the 
character of a nobleman, my parents refolved 
to confecrate me to the fervice of the church. 
But my inclination was for the army, and 
fortune favored my wifhes. I rofe from a 
cadet to the rank of lieutenant ; and a rebeU 
lion in New Spain demanding fome forces to 
quell it, my regiment was ordered to march 
to Cadiz to embark for foreign fervice, and 
I obtained the command of a company. 
Meanwhile the avifos, deftined to facilitate the 
arrival of the galleons, being detained by 

contrary 
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contrary winds, and by the roguiftmefs of 
the contractors ; tve had no chance of put- 
ting to fea, till fome months afterwards, which 
- interval became the molt memorable time of 
my life. Cadiz being a place moftly inha- 
bited by merchants, and the military but 
little refpedted at that time ; it was difficult 
to get introduced into any good family. My 
intercourfe was, therefore, limited to the of- 
ficers of my regiment, and having little elfe 
to do than to walk about, the harbor became 
almoft the conftant place of my efceurfions* 
I found afterwards a more pleafant walk on 
the north-eaft lide of Fort St. Sebaftian, 
where I frequently fat mufiflg at the lighu 
houfe, furveying the wide furface of the ocean, 
and dreaming of future wealth and happinefs. 
My reveries were feldom difturbed by the 
devotees, who came to facrifice in the adja- 
cent chapel of St. Sebaftian. 

€f Soon after happened the famous occur- 
rence of a ftiip from St. Maloes, attempting 
tO export filver without paying the cuftomary 
duties. It was refolved to feize her, and con- 
fifcate the cargo. Two armed galiots began 

the 
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the attack, when the Maloefe captain refilling 
to ftrike, not only defended himfelf, but at- 
tempted to take one of the galiots. The 
combat was obftinate, and the Frenchman, 
being difmafted and driven on fhore, after 
having rendered the two galiots unfit for far- 
ther purfuit, feeing two others heave in fight, 
fet fire to his magazine and blew up the 
fhip. 

u Only twelve people were driven on fliore 
half-dead upon fome pieces of the wreck, 
and inftead of giving them proper affiftance, 
the cuftom-houfe officers tore the very 
clothes off their backs. Being hear the fpot, 
I went to check the plundering banditti^ 
and, fword in hand, refcued from their rapa- 
cious clutches a well-dreft young man, whom 
I carried almoft lifclefs to a neighboring inn, 
where I gave orders for care to be taken of 
him. 

" When I went to fee him the next morn- 
ing I found he haddifappcared. Accuftom- 
ed to ingratitude, I pulled out my purfe to 
pay a long bill of expences which the land- 
lord prcfented to me, and proud of having 

done 
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done a humane and charitable adtion, re- 
fumed my favorite walk. The great number 
of ftrangers I faw there, afforded me a very 
agreeable paftime ; but the figure and deport- 
ment of a man, muffled up in a large cloak, 
with his hat flouched over one half of his 
face, chiefly engrofTed my notice. He daily 
came to the chapel, was very (hort in his de- 
votion, and each time ftopt a few minutes 
before the gate to read an ancient infcription, 
then hung his head in a melancholy paufe, 
hid himfelf deeper in his cloak, and fuddenly 
went away. His frequent vifiting the chapel, 
and his whole air and demeanor, become e- 
qually ftriking to the reft of the devotees. 
Whole crowds of people, at laft, came from 
the city, ftared at the myftic infcription on 
• the church-wall, and the ftranger foon found 
its avenues quite inacceflibie on his arrival, 
while the gaping multitude, pointed with 
their fingers at him, and called out fo loud- 
ly, ' Behold the Sorcerer /' that I really thought 
he would not have returned again. 
" But he never miffed a day, and if he 

could get near the ftone, always fixed his 

eyes 
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eyes on it, for a moment. When the clamors 
of the people grew too loud, he would open 
his cloak, and meafure the whole crowd with 
a gloomy ftare. An involuntary horror then 
feemed to feize them all, and their courage 
and faucinefs never revived till he was gone* 
u I generally ftood in the midft of the 
gaping populace and often found his regards 
fo fignificantly fixed on me, that I could not 
help feeling an inward emotion of awful re- 
verence. 

f( One evening in the dufk, I happened to 
be alone with him on the fquare before the 
chapel, when he furveyed me with great aC* 
toniKhment, and finding nobody near, thus 
civilly addrefled me : 

" Your appearance, Sennor, befpeaks a 
man of honor and courage ; may I truft fuch 
appearance ?" 

— " To be fure, Sennor, you fafeiy may.** 

— " Then may I requeft you/* continued 
he, cf to be here between midnight and one 
in the morning >' 

— " If I knew, Sennor — 99 

— " You 
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— u You ftiall know all," interrupted he, 
eagerly. I wifh for an undifturbed conver- 
fation with you. It will be a moonlight 
night, and I, Sennor,-^— am an honeft man." 

Here he opened his cloak and his fair and 
large eyes attefted the fincerity of his de- 
claration. 

— * ff You m£y depend ofi my coming, faid 
I ; I am no daftard, and in cafe of an attack, 
know how to defend myfelf." 

€C He now bowed, wrapt himfelf up in his 
wonted manner, and retired. 

" When the firft ftroke of the chapel-bell 
proclaimed midnight, I was on the appointed 
fpot. The moon frequently hid herfelf be- 
hind the paffirtg clouds, and caft a folemn 
glimpfe cto the ftfttotmding objeds. The 
brifk gales from the fea-fide clattered among 
the panes of the focred pile, the Weather- 
cocks and the flagftaflf of the fort creaked on 
their holds, and the fea-furf dafhed with 
roaring violence againft the ramparts. I 
walked up and down well-armed, and wrapt 
up in a cloak. At firft, curiofity had been 
my principal fenfation, and my fancy roved 

through 
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through a maze of probabilities to folve the 
queftions, with which I had already for fe- 
veral weeks tormented myfelf. But the 
ftranger flaying away longer thap he had 
promifed, and the clock ftriking one without 
any more profpedl of his coming, I began 
to grow fearful : the rattling of the half-moul- 
dered crofles on the graves of the departed 
dead; the ruftling of every leaf now made 
my hair ftand an end. On the point of go- 
ing away with impatience, the long expected 
ftranger advanced on the church-yard-path • 
ff Pardon me/' cried he, u for having made 
you wait fo long," He then took me by the 
hand, and led me to the chapel-gate. * Time 
is lhort," refumed he, " I have but little ta 
tell you. A few years ago, I happened to 
get acquainted with a very lingular man at 
Alcantara, who difappeared foon after from 
the inn in which we both lodged. In his, 
hade, he left behind him a pocket book,, 
which was brought to me, containing a num- 
ber of letters partly unintelligible, partly in- 
fignificant in their purport. It alfo contain- 
ed the key of an alphabet, by which I have 

lately 
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lately been enabled to decipher thofe writ- 
ings, befides the infcription on this wall. It 
has, perhaps, been hitherto confidered as the 
remains of fome ancient funeral monument, 
and on this account put up here ; but by my 
key, this is its real meaning: Stranger and 
initiated companion ! The friends are near. A 
forejty and a cavern not far from Alcantara. 
The firjl day of the month." 

€( At thefe words, the ftranger eyed me 
with an expreflive glance, alking : " what fay 
you to this, Sennor ?" 

— " I don't know," anfwered I ; " the 
infcription is as obfcure to me as before. 
What are we to do with it ?" 

— " What/' cried he with indignation, 
<c can you afk ftill ? Much has your appear- 
ance deceived me. I advife you quickly to 
be gone, or you ftiall feel the keennefs of my 
fword?" 

— <c Your fword ftiall not frighten me," 
returned I laughing : "But why fo hot? It 
is impoflible you ftiould be more curious than 
I am to unrav el the fecret, I only meant to 
afk your counfd in the matter." 
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« This feemed to appeafe him a little. 
— Cf Certainly, what (hall we do I" repeated 
he with a deep figh. <c We are only in the 
middle of the month, and muft quietly wait 
the beginning of the next. Will you then go 
with me?" 

cc I informed him, that I would afk leave, 
if the galiots which were to carry me with 
the regiment to which I belonged to Mexico, 
did not fail before/* 

— " Good God!" exclaimed he, * I could 
never have thought it ; I would not have 
told you a fyllable. But I hope, you will 
keep fecrefy. I like you from my heart, 
without knowing why ; I offer you my friend- 
fhip. Don't wave it, for I may fometime 
be ufeful to you." ' 

— n I accept it with thanks, Sennor." 

— u Then don't afk leave ; it would create 
fufpicion. I'll go by myfelf. And if I re- 
turn, and find you here, you fliall know all. 
If you are gone, the myftery will be kept 
from you till fome other day." 

" He now embraced me cordially, with- 
drew, and I followed him foon after. 

« A few 
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«* A few days fubfequent to this adven- 
ture, we received failing orders. After a 
long and tedious paflage we arrived at Mexi- 
co ; the difturbances were foon quelled, and 
the next year, I obtained leave to vifit my 
family in Old Spain. Four days after my 
arrival at Cadiz, I received the following note, 
without fignature : 

" You fee, that I am a man that keeps his 
1€ word. J have been waiting now a twelve- 
u month for your return, at which I much rejoice. 
t% What discoveries have I to make to you ! At 
*' nine o'clock I am at your lodgings.* 9 

Here the children interrupted Jago's nar- 
rative, by calling out : " Here comes father !" 
He had only time to add : " This is the man, 
Don Carlos I was looking at my hoft 
with aftoailbmeat, and on the point of alk- 
ing him, " What, do you know me 
when in cajne the old man, who faithfully 
anfwered the defcription he had given of 
him. He approached the fire, and now and 
then, caft a melancholy look upon the wo- 
man, 
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man, Jago and me. He either feemed to 
mifs fomething in the place, or not to wilh 
to make himfelf familiar with a ftranger. I 
At laft, he fat down with us. " You 
come from Alcantara, Sennor faid he. 
Jago anfwered in the affirmative. " It was 
a ftormy night," added he ; ff you may thank 
your fortune, that it brought you hither." 

After a long paufe, I was determined to 
break the filence, and laying hold of his 
hand, " Sennor," faid I, " I know you. 
Jago has been telling me the ftory. Favor 
me with your fricndlhip." 

— " You don't know what you afk of mc," 
replied he. fC I, too, know you, Don Carlos. 
You are of the houfe of Grandez. I have 
lately feen and liked you. I'll do all I can. 
Only tell me, what you wifli. 

— <c Your friend here, was juft relating his 
return from America, when your arrival ftopt 
the account. You was to vifit him, to dis- 
cover a fecret refpecfling the old infeription- 
ftone. What was it, pray ?" 

Here he rofe angry from his feat, exclaim, 
ing: " Has Jago thus— ?"— He went again 

to 
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to the fire, and in a few feconds pulled out 
his watch, faying : " It is fix o'clock, Don 
Carlos, go now to Elmira. She expedts you 
oul in the little chapel to the right. Return hi- 
he, ther this day fix weeks.' 9 
uas Overwhelmed with furprize, I was ftudy- 
ing how to reply, when he fuddenly vanifhed. 
fC Powers !" cried I, " how marvellous ? — Am 
I dreaming or in my fenfes ?" 

<c Follow him," faid Jago, and rofe like-' 
•wife. 

€< One word more" 

fC Not a fy liable," replied Jago, " your 
horfe is fed. Speed away ; and forget not to 
fee us again." 

u I will certainly not forget it, Jago." — I 
embraced him ; his eyes were brimful of 
tears ; my horfe was at the door ; he fhowed 
me a fmall road, and when the fun edged the 
top of the mountain-brow, I was on the 
heath. 

• A thoufand reflections thronged into my 

mind. I could not conceive, why Jago 

*» 

wept, and his lorely partner was fo fullen, 
when the old man arrived. I could not re- 

C concile 
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concile this pifture of fadnefs to the enchain- 
ing fcene of their domeftic felicity. The cot- 
tage of innocence cannot be the haunt of 
crime, and had they been robbers, why did 
they not plunder me ? 

Often had I hunted in that foreft, but never 
knew fuch a hut to be in it. Various indeed 
were the reports of a haunted and ruinous 
caftle, faid to be in its centre ; but my way 
had never led me fo far. 

Agitated by a thoufand ftrange illufions, my- 
horfe made a flop, and I faw a human form 
lie quite clofe to me, among the briars. As 
I alighted, it began to move. <f Ah ! don't 
murder me, dear ghoft, don't !" cried a human 
voice — it was Alfonfo's. Shivering with cold, 
and quaking with terror, he wanted at my 
approach, to get away ; when I called out to 
him with a laugh :—" What the devil brought 
thee hither Alfonfo ! Where's thy horfe !" 

" Jefus Maria !" cried he, cc is it you Don 
Carlos ? Is my Lord alive ftill ? To be fure, 
hell muft be in this damned foreft ? How did 
your honor manage to get out again ?'* Thus 
declaiming, he crept forth from the briars. 

w But 
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« But whereas the horfe, Alfonfo?" 

« Upon my life, I can't telh Soon after 
your honor rode off, and left me behind, fe- 
veral lights were dancing about the moor; 
the animal took fright, threw me in a bog, 
and I have not feen him fince. I have been 
creeping all night about this heath, pricked 
myfelf all over, and could not find my way 
after all. Pray help me to rife, I have fprain'd 
my foot and can't walk." 

I lifted and put him on my horfe. We 
foon arrived at a well known village, where I 
left the poor fellow under the care of a fur- 
geon. I rode on in full gallop, and reached 
the Capuchin convent at St. Jago, exactly by 
10 o'clock in the morning. 



CHAP. III. 

ON my arrival I went ftraight to the 
church, and approached the little cha- 
pel, pointed out to me at the hovel. Looking 
through the bars, I faw Elmira proftrate be- 
\ fore the altar. Her face was half veiled ; I 

C 2 heard 
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heard her fob ; and her eyes inftead of being 
fixed on the crucifix, frequently roamed with 
a kind of inquietude through the church, as 
if {he expedted fomebody to whom (he wiftied 
to devote her whole being. 

Divine fervice was now over, and the de- 
vout flock thronged through the gates. At 
laft, the door of the chapel opened, and El- 
mira alfo came forth. I ran behind the door, 
and (he was going to Ihut it, uhen pauling, 
as if fhe recollected fomething flie had forgot- 
ten, fhe ftept back once more, to fetch a 
prayer-book, which fhe had left on her feat. 
She anxioufly fearched its leaves for fome- 
thing, and did not perceive me. I obferved 
a little paper drop down on the ground, 
which I dexteroufly pickt up undifcovered. 
She went away feemingly vexed, when I cal- 
led out without looking at the paper which 
had fome writing on it : Cf Elmira, you have 
loft a paper here ! M 

She turned round ; her knees began to 
totter, and rufhing forwards to fupport her in 
my arms, (he even forgot the fainting of ter- 
ror and furprife, to fnatch the paper from my 

hands, 
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hands, and carefully concealed it. " Have 
you read this paper ?" afked flie. 

« No, Elmira." 

u Are you fure of it?" 

« Pofitively fure/' 

" This is exactly what T wifhed. — It was 4 
letter from my aunt. I hope," added flic 
with more compofure, u you are not unwell ? 
It has been a fhocking night ; you look pa-r 
ler than ufuaL" 

" A man fhould not mind trifles/* aftw 
fwered L 

€€ Trifles?— Your mien and voice fpelk 
quite the reverfe. For the prefent, Don Cap- 
ias, leave me alone. There are fbme people 
in yonder aide, that might watch us. Go 
behind the convent-garden; in a quarter of 
an hour my maid lhall conduct you to my 
apartment in the outbuildings." 

I bowed, and obfequioufly retired td the 1 
afligned place, where in a fhort time, the fou-- 
brette came to me and in a much Ihorter ftilfy 
I was in Elmira's drawing-room at her feeti 

" It is well !" exclaimed (he, cc you are 
very hafty, Don Carlos." — The waiting-maid 

C 3 had' 
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had juft left the apartment. — " But how im- 
prudent ! When will you be more difcreet. I 
don't like kneeling before me in a convent.'* 

Cf Why, charming Elmira, not permit your 
confeflbr, to receive the fweet confeffion of 
your fins on his knees ?" 

<r You arc dreaming Carlos/' replied flic 
with a fmile, " what do you mean by prat- 
ing about a confeflbr and fins ? Sure you 
don't imagine, that I have any thing to con- 
fefs to you ?** 

u What a mifunderftanding, Elmira ! Yes, 
I own, that I thought as much. Do you 
.only mean to divert yourfelf at my expence ? 
Elfe, why this aflignation, this myfterious 
*iiit ?" 

fc Not fo faft, Carlos, but wait the time 
with patience. Yours it is to prored diftrefled 
damfels, and you don't know, in what man* 
ner I wifli to avail myfelf of your protec- 
tion ?" 

" Is it fo ? Tell me then, Madonna, how I 
can be of ufe to you ?" Here I rofe coolly, 
and negligently placed myfelf by her fide on 
the fopha. 

* O could 
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fC O could I but bend your Ihibbornnefs/' 
continued fhe, " but I defpair of it.— Hear 
then, Doh Carlos, my fecret— but firft tell 
n*e, is y but heart free ftill ?* 

cc My heart free ftill?" replied I with 
melting accents : * who could afk fuch a 
queftion with lefs reafon than Elmira ? Have 
not you read in my eyes— in my language— 
that it doats on you ? Be not cruel, but for 
one property loft return me another !" 

f< Ttiere— there— you miftake me again. 
It is not love I want ; but only a little pity, 
a little fympathy. I wifti to devote you 
to my intereft. You are a frank and gene- 
rous young man, who always felt friendftiip 
ttiaugh, not to deny me his afliftance." 

M You may rely on it, Madam ; but you 
fpeak fo problematically — I love plain-deal- 
ing !" 

<c Then learn the great fecret : Carlos f I 
bo love — " here flie modeftly fixed her eyes* 
on the ground, and hid her face in her hand- 
kerchief, as if flie wanted to conceal the rifing. 
blufh.' 

C 4 « And 
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t€ And whom do you love?" 

rc Alas I A young man." 

ff No doubt of that, Elmira/' returned I 
with a forced laugh ; " by the ftars ! you are 
very unfortunate." 

<c And he is a perfon accomplifhed too. — f 9 

" The fadder ftilL" 
. <f Don't fport with me, Carlos, for my 
paflion is unrequited." 

" That's the worft of all. — But you fhould 
hope, Elmira ; what influence foever 1 may 
have over him, I'll beftow it for your fake. 
But who is it? What's his name?" With all 
the rapture of eager expedition 1 luffed her 
hand, and hoped inftantly to hear myfelf 
named. But what was my difappointment 
when flic w hifpered in a ferious tone : 

" It is Don Antonio, your friend ! Exercife 
for my fake all the influence you poflefs over 
him — but fpare my honor." 
. This confeflion was a thunderftroke to me. 
My former loves had only been a ftruggle be- 
tween caprice and vanity. The ladies had 
always more than half way met my advances, 

I had 
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I had never experienced true refiftance, and 
confcious of the impreffions which I was able 
to make upon willing obje&s, my endeavours 
had favored of indifference, and my heart ne- 
ver opened to real tendernefs, had thus far 
floated fuperficially on the level of fhort-lived 
defire. Thus the fecure rofe-bud, which fro- 
licks wanton and wavering, for a while, in the 
carefles of kiffing zephyrs, droops at laft, an 
expanded flower, under the fading embraces 
of the fun. - 

Overwhelmed with fentiment, I bowed my 
head low to the ground : " Ah!" exclaimed I, 
Elmira, this is too much to bear !" 

Her beauteous eyes dwelt on me for a 
moment : <f be comforted," faid (he, I fo- 
lemnly vow you friendship and efteem. Can 
you defire more ?" 

« Give me death," anfwered I, cc I fliall 
not live to fee you in another's arms. Your 
pity or deftrudion !" 

cf Take courage, Sennor ; your heart is 
noble. It cannot value friendfhip lefs than 
love." 

C 5 "Irejea 
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Cf I rejed: friendlhip ; I abhor it ; I fcorn 
the remains of another's pity." Here I rofe. 
— " One word more, Elmira, was the paper 
you dropt to day from Antonio?" 

€f No, Carlos, it was not.— Be a man ; be 
my friend, I have offered you all I dare." 

" That's too much, Elmira. What can 
life be to me deprived of all hope. Farewell, 
and live happy ! I cannot think of perfuading 
another to accept a heart, which to me alone 
would have been an eternity of blifs ! Adieu, 
Elmira !" I kifled her hand, without being 
able to behold her face. Her heart beat au- 
dibly ; her hand was in a violent tremor ; I 
gently put it on her lap, and went to the 
door. 

u How much am I miftaken in you, Don 
Carlos ; but if you infift on going, come 
hither once more." I obeyed. " Kneel down." 

I fell in deep pro (t ration at her feet. She 
clafped one of her hands about my neck, and, 
in rofeate blufhes, her angers face inclined 
to mine. Her eyes fwam in liquid fire. 

II One word more Carlos ; pardon mc ! That 
Antonio is no other than thyfdf."— My fenfes 

vanilhed, 
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vanifhed, I felt nothing more than a ftormy 
bofbm prefled convulfive on mine, two ar- 
dent lips, and glowing tears which bathed my 
cheeks. 

When I recovered, her love-beaming eyes 
were fondly fixed on me. ff Enchant refs !" 
cried I, "how fweetly you compenfate the 
anguifh you made me endure." 

<c Always think fo Carlos ; I have fold 
thee my heart, but I hope not too dearly." 

" Elmira ; my whole being is thine. Each . 
fentiment bears thy image. But pardon my 
diffidence. Can you tell me what the paper 
contains which you keep fo anxioufly con- 
cealed ?" 

Cf I can tell you, but will it avail to give 
you uneafinefs ? You had better let it reft." 

" Your wifti is my law ; but I muft con- 
fefs, that I felt fome curiofity of feeing it." 

c< Juft as you pleafe Carlos ; but don't be 
agitated ; I have more faith in my eyes and 
thee, than in this wretched paper."— She now 
produced it. It was either written with red 
ink or blood. Thefe were its contents, with 
three crolfes in lieu of fignature : 

C 6 " Countefs 
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€€ 



Count e/s Elmira Dacojla is hereby warned 
againjl Don Carlos de Grandez> who means to 
" /educe her.' 9 

+ 

+ + . 

" Where did you find it ?" afked I fome- 

what alarmed. 

" In my prayer-book." 

Cf Do you know the hand ?" 

€f No, but I fufpedl it. Let me tell thee 
a fecret, Carlos. It is long fince fuch myf- 
terious papers have been circulating through- 
out Spain. Nobody knows the writing, and 
the writers interfere and govern all private 
tranfa&ions. You mud, doubtlefs, have heard 
the ftory of Count Orello, who eloped with a 
young lady, without the confent of her pa- 
rents, and thofe unknown Caballifts. A week 
after, they were both found lifelefs in the 
nuptial bed. Don Hermez difagreed with 
his father, and difappeared after having miTr- 
dered him by command of that dread cabal. 
They only write with blood, and three crofles 
are their fi gnet. 

My 
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My aftonifhment naturally led me to afk 
Elmira, how fhe came to know all this? 

"It has already been my lot/' faid (he, u to 
feel their fatal influence ; to relate the parti- 
culars now, would coft me my life ; but de- 
pend on hearing them fully fome day, and be 
not alarmed, as it has nothing to do with you 
or our reputation/' 

I now told her my adventure on the pre- 
ceding night. She exclaimed marvelling : 
f< I think the whole is a plot to part us. 
They could not forefee, that our meeting 
would terminate in this manner. They fpe- 
culated rather upon my fear than the ftrength 
of my affedtion. Give me thy hand, Carlos, 
and let us fwear, that nothing, not even death 
itfelf (hall ever difunite us. 1 " 

We both took the oath, with enthufiaftic 
rapture, and dwelt, for fome minutes, tranced 
with delight, in each other's arms. 
* lf I have a propofal to make Carlos/' whif- 
pered Elmira, with a look of celeftialof frank- 
nefs. " Let us now join thefe hands for ever. 
I have plenty of jewels and dreifes ; I'll follow 
thee any w here, nay to the world's end if you 

deiire 
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<tefire it. No country is too remote, no cottage 
too humble for thy Elrnira. I will henceforth 
know no other duty but that of pleafing my 
Carlos and fweetening his hours. Shall it be 
fo?" 

I was holding the adorable creature faft to 
my beating heart, and had only power to utter 
faltering thefe words : <c Ah ! Elrnira, I do 
not deferve thee.'* 

"And why fhould you not ? Come, come. 
*Tis love for love. In half an hour, the prieft 
will be ready to unite us in everlafting blifs." 

My heart was too big wkh joy. I could 
only lifp my foul-felt confcnt. 

" Now, come l" faid flic, leading me down 
a fecret flight of fteps. We pafled through a 
long winding gallery, till fhe ftopt at a door, 
and giving a gentle knock, cried : " Holy fa- 
ther, I am ready.* ' A friar came out, and 
filently led the way to the altar, where he 
joined our hands and gave us the ufual blefs^ 
ing. 

I cannot forbear to mention one circum- 
ftance, which very much alarmed me during 
the performance of the ceremony. Thrice a 
fhrill whittling pierced the echoing porch, 

like 
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like the redoubled fliriek of the nightly bat. 
Thrke Elmira turned pale, and at the fourth 
time, Ihe fainted. Soon the vital fpirits re- 
vived her fhaken frame, Ihe killed me, and 
faid, " Carlos, withdraw for the prefent, and 
meet me at night in my apartment. 0 

The fun had already pafled the meridian 
in his courfe ; the day was fultry, and I fought 
the lonely ftiades of the grove. Some frefti 
breezes from the Weft braced my languid 
nerves, and the beautiful profpedt of nature 
exhilarated the gloom of my agitated mind. 
T be limpid rill appeared to me the emblem 
of a gladfome futurity 5 I only faw the rofe- 
trees that nodded over its banks, without dis- 
covering the rocky bed, through which it 
painfully wrought its ftream. 

Evening came, and I found Elmira on her 
fopha, blooming in all the renewed charms of 
health and youthful fondnefs. Her bridal 
arms foon entwined my form, and gently 
preffed me clofe to her fide. The hours glid- 
ed away in ecftatic delight ; we counted each 
minute left it ihould fteal away too fall, and 

yet they infenfibly glided away. Midnight 

drew 
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drew near, and we began to think more fe- 
rioufly of the preparations for enjoying the 
the firft hymeneal repofe. Elmira made an 
hundred propofals, each did away each, and 
we agreed on none. I was all compliance, • 
and feaftcd my ravifhed eyes with the fpe&a- 
cle of the rich treafure, that had crowned my 
fervent paflion. 

Quite loft in contemplating the graces and 
attractions of my heavenly confort, I remark- 
ed, that flie became fomewhat pale ; her eyes 
grew languid, and the ruby of her lips began 
to lofe its incarnate hue. I gazed on her 
with aftonifhment, but afcribed this change, 
either to the reverberation of the tapers, or to 
my own illufion. Soon, however, the pale- 
nefs augmented vifibly, the fire of her eyes 
became fuddenly extinrt, her upper lip mov- 
ed inconvuliive tremor, her whole face feem- 
ed to lengthen, and I exclaimed in broken 
and incoherent words, Heavens ! Elmira, 
what ails thee " I'm tery well, my love 
returned ihe faltering. At the fame moment 
her eyes grew quite dim, her teeth gnaftied, 
and fhe wound herfelf towards me, in an 

agony 
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agony of convulfions, a diftorted mouth, and 
a ghaftly ftare — her ice-cold face funk over 
mine, and her hands feized my arms with 
twitching violence. Terrified I rofe, and 
could hardly get loofe from her hold ; I gent- 
ly laid her on the fopha, when (he uttered a 
loud groan, and inftantly expired. I had loft 
the very power to call for help, but at laft 
her woman entered the room. 

No fooner did flie fee me in mute forrow 
and defpair at the feet of her beloved and now 
lifelefs miftrefs, than a frefli fcene of dillrefs 
enfued. In fuch dreadful moments there is 
no diftin&ion of birth or rank. The poor 
girl had loft a mother in her benefarirefs ; sl 
torrent of impetuous feelings made her fall 
half-fenfelefs on the corpfe; pouring out a 
thoufand lamentations, and embracing with 
diftra&ed tendernefs its pallid cheeks and chil- 
led limbs. Her attachment to Elmira had 
been invariable, no wonder therefore that her 
grief was boundlefs. Orphan-like ftie bemoan- 
ed a parent gone, and ultimately overpowered, 
by the weight of her doleful fenfations, ftie, 
too, — funk unconfcious on the floor. 

it 
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It was long before fhe recovered her reafofu 
She ran for help ; the body was diligently 
rubbed and warmed ; but no art could bring 
back the ethereal fpirit to its deferted man- 
sion. The great heat of the Weather footi 
filled the place with the offenfive fymptoms 
that follow diflTolution, and after paying the 
folemn obfequies to her memory, the laft re- 
quiem was chanted, and her remains com- 
mitted to the family-vault. 

Who can conceive my condition, that has 
not felt it ? What language can defcribe the 
lituation of a wretch, who at the moment he 
taftes fupreme happinefs, is hurled down into 
the decpeft abyfs of forrow, fuffering, and def- 
pair? Ifolatcd, widowed, for ever feparated 
from all I hold dear, in the fever of my deli- 
rious brain, I made many an attempt to rid 
myfelf of that being which was now infup- 
portable ; but the hand which fpins and cuts 
off the thread of human life, arretted mine, by 
the vigilance of my keepers. It was in vain 
for me to feek deftru&ion in every breath i 
fate had decreed that 1 fhould live. 

CHAP. 
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CHAR IV. 

AT this trying period, my faithful Alfonfo 
was of great fervice to mc. The mo- 
ment he heard of the danger I was in, he flew, 
forgetting his own recovery, to my afliftance. 
He never loft fight of me, and ftudied every 
remedy to difpel the melancholy of my deep- 
difeafed mind. 

The firft thing he did, during the paroxyfms 
of my delirium, was, to detach me from every 
objeft, which at the lucid intervals of return- 
ing reafon, could have reminded me of my 
lofs. Without any mental perception as I 
was for feveral days, he could do with me as 
he pleafed. With proper afliftance, he pro- 
vided a carriage, and drove me to an adjacent 
Villa of my father's, whom he apprifed of my 
misfortune. The latterwith all our family came 
to comfort and cheer me ; a thoufand fchemes 
were tried to make me recover fome part of 
my former gaiety, but forrow was too deeply 
rooted in my bpfom, to be pludked out by 

the 



Digitized 



44 THE GENIUS. 

the contrivances of the moment ; even the 
fweet adulations of the fair fex were ufed to ' 
put me in fprrits, but their prefence only ript 
open the gafli my bofom had received by the 
lofs of my incomparable bride ; and the fa- j 
culty at laft gave it as their opinion, that 1 
nothing but a temporary folitude would cure 
my diftempered imagination, and all other 
means merely tend to plunge me into a ftate 
of incurable infanity. 

Their advice was ftridly adhered to ; my 
fenfes gradually refumed their ioft functions,, 
though it feemed a matter of doubt, whether 
my emaciated frame would be able to bear 
the firft keen Ihocks of new roufeci fenlibility. 

At laft I got better, but a lhade of fettled 
melancholy characterized all my adlions. 
The adventure of the foreft was always pre- 
fent to my remembrance. I had become 
more confiderate, and even fomewhat timo- 
rous. Without any perfon, in whom I thought 
proper to place my confidence, I wavered 
indecifively from one refolve to another.. 
Don Antonio, the friend of my youth, was 
certainly moft tender to me, but not fuffici- 

ently 
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ently fteady and ferious. I wanted maturer 
experience, feafoned with prudential pra&ice. 

Accident foon gratified my wifties. Don 
Pedro Nunez, a young nobleman of Granada, 
purchafed a country-refidence clofe to my 
father's. Though ftill in the vigor of youth, 
yet misfortune had vifited him earlier than 
me. Popular report ftated him to have run 
his fword through the body of a once adored 
wife, whom he caught in the adl of adultery, 
and to have made her feducer (hare the fame 
punifhment. With the pofleflion of a once 
faithful confort, he had loft every relifh for 
focial life, and came to mourn in folitude the 
fevere blou s of treacherous fate. 

His gardens being contiguous to mine, I 
often faw him in his lonely haunts, trying to 
obliterate the fenfe of his woes by the various 
amufements and occupations of gardening. 

A little' brook divided our refpeftive do- 
mains. My fide of the premifes, being ob- 
fcurcd by a thicket of high bufties, I could 
eafily fee him without being feen. I foon 
perceived a ftru&ure in form of a monument 
with an urn at its top, raifed by his orders. 

I Iere, 
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Here, in deep meditation, he would regular- 
ly pafs certain hours of the day. 

As there is a fort of kindred fympathy be- 
tween thofe that fuffer, I one day refolved to 
fpeak to him. After the ufual forms of 
courteous falutation : " Scnnor," cried I to 
him, " I cannot fupprefs the wifti of getting 
nearer acquainted with you." 

After returning the compliment with a 
pleafed fmile : " I have long been thinking 
as much, Don Carlos/' replied he ; " but as 
I well know your ftory, I was apprehenfivc 
left my fufterings fhould only add to your 
own. I efteem you, and your friendftiip will 
make me infinitely happy." 

From this time we fought the remedy of 
love, in the fweet communications of mu- 
tual friendftiip. But we carefully avoided 
reviving the images of paft felicity, and con- 
tented ourfelves with the recital of the lefs 
interefting particulars of our lives." 

One day however, he fwerved from the ac- 
cuftomed rule, by relating his ftory. It ap- 
peared, that he had married Donna Fran- 
cifca, who, amidft the vortex of high-life 
had proved unfaithful to his bed, and eloped 

with 
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with another, without his having the leaft 
traces of the place of her retreat. Thus the 
rumor of her aflaflinatton was unfounded. 
■Still he adored her— ftill would he have fa- 
crificed his all, had (lie returned repentant to 
his arms. 

I then informed him minutely all the par- 
ticulars of my own cafe. 

— " Have you no conjectures," afleed he, 
about the fecret of the cabal ? ,f 

— " None but what might be collected 
from what Elmira imparted to me ; it muft 
be a great and powerful league whofe influ- 
ence reaches even the actions of private fa- 
mil ies, all over Spain." 

— " And could you really never perceive 
the drift of its tendency V 9 

— " Not in the leaft, Sepnor ; npt as much 
as guefs at it. ' 9 ... 

— " Recoiled once more all the circum- 
ftances of the hovel in the woods. Was 
there no latent intereft that guided the a&ions 
of its tenants ? No conftraint, no feint in their 
demeanor?" 

— <f Certainly not. I furprifed them. The 
women could have nothing to fear ; and fuch 




Digitized by Google 



4S THE GENIUS, 

afte&ion as Jago evinced for his wife, is be- 
yond the fphcre of diflimulation. The very 
infants partook in it." 

— " And did the woman actually weep, as 
you went away 

— " To me, it feemed fo. But of Jago's 
tears I am certain." 

— u Still I am in the dark. It feems, 
however, they are mere tools in the hands of 
the old fellow, who is their chief." 

— " But I do not fee, what reafon they 
fhould have to brook fuch infulting flavery ? 
After all, opprcfled as they arc by poverty, 
what would it now avail them to fly ! They 
fhow indeed, that fpontaneous and eafy rcfig- 
nation, which indicates they are both con- 
tented with their humble lot." 

— " I conceive you, Don Carlos, and this 
makes me ftill more curious of the fecret of 

■ 

the cavern. They probably are members of 
the cabal, and folely adtuated by its laws and 
principles. Their plan muft be grand — " 

— " But fanguinary, too, I am much a- 
fraid." 

Con* 

f 
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w'rConfider, leaner ; *4a»ys Allow- 
ance for accident, in w t&s cafe, the 
.are unjuft only hecaufe our underftanding 
cannot divine, the motives. Who is he that 
boafts penetration fufficient to explore at the 
.firft glance every fecret ftimulus or caufe of 
a defign ? For my part, I believe murder 
is, in fome inftances, juftifiable. On a piece 
of wreck which can only carry one man 
with fafety in a ftorm, the combat between 
two, tending to fecure life by the death of 
.a competitor, is juftifiable by the firft law 
of felf-prefervation. Object bears upon ob- 
jed: throughout the 1 creation. Each death 
opens the gate of fome new exiftencc ; and 
the general good cannot always be brought 
about without individual harm." 

— u Every body is not of the fame opi- 
nion, Don Pedro ; for my part, I am loft in 
the flattering dream." 

" Don't you tsike it quite for a dream, Don 
Carlos ; ray precepts arc drawn from ex«* 
perience. You don't know the company 
that offered itfelf to you. Remember Jago 
and his happinefs." , . ' . 

D Here 
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Here terminated this part of our conven- 
tion, by a digreflion to other topics. 

The notions I had imbibed afforded me 
ample fcope for reflection ; but ftill I groped 
in the dark, and only felt a livelier defire of 
getting acquainted with the fecret purpofes of 
the myftic cabal. 

The next day on meeting my neighbor, we 
refumed the loft thread of our preceding af- 
ternoon's converfation. 

" How were it, Don Carlos," faid he, " if 
we made fome bold pufh to get at the bottom 
of the probabilities, on which we fo much 
defcanted yefterday." This was guefling my 
ivifties. I perfectly coincided with him, 
and we daily thought of proper fteps to ac- 
complifh our 'purpofe, but daily fome new 
incident diverted us from it. 

My friend Pedro had invited me one night 
to fupper. He was rather unwell, and to a- 
void the draught of the air, had chofen our 
ibats in a fmali lodge of the garden, from 
which we had a beautiful profpe&of the clos- 
ing beauties of the day. The cloth being drawn, 
I read to him the ftory of a favorite author. 
His back faced the door, and his melancholy 
- looks 
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looks were ftedfaftly fixed on tpf countenance. 
I was at the fame time attentively occupied 
with my reading. 

At once I heard a loud fcream. Terrified 
I caft up my eyes ; Pedro finks fainting from 
his chair, and a wan and woe-worn face refts 
on his fhoulder. I felt it from my foul 5— i 
it was Francifca. 

After kneeling for fome time, fhe rofe, 
and embraced my friend, who was fomewhat 
better, Cf Tranquillize yourfelf," cried fhe, 
Cf my dear fpoufe, compofe yourfelf to pardon 
a wife, that comes to bid you a laft farewel." 

His fpeech ftill failed him, but he gave her 
his hand, 

Cf No, I thank you, Pedro," faid fhe, 
after killing his hand, cc I will not deceive 
you a fecond time. A repentant, tormented 
wife, that wrefted herfelf from her feducer 
at the moment when fhe was a going to be 
for ever undone alketh your blefling." 

She now threw herfelf again at his feet. 

— cc No Francifca," returned he, a I take 
back this repentant wife to my bofom. Long 

D 2 have 
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have I forgiven thee all my Wrongs, and now 
Pll alfo bury them in everlafting oblivion." 

— <f You miftake me, Pedro, if you think 
the capable of abufing your bounty. No 
-^take back your heart. You never can love 
a delinquent. Never can I giveyou happi- 
nefs. I will not deceive you, Pedro ; igivs 
me but your blefling." 

My poor friend was quite diftra&dd at this 
nipping coldnefs of his coftfort. Tbbfe ter- 
rible words, uttered in the tone of a common 
convention, caufed a ftruggle in- his heart 
between tendernefs and pride, to ' exhauft 
which I judged would be death to him. I 
conlidercd it as my duty to interpofe in the 
bufiners. 

<f You fee, Madonna," began I, * ( the 
feeble and infirm ftate of your htifband. If 
you are come hither to kill htm with bar* 
barity, it will require but little more to gain 
your end. But excufe me, Madonna, if ■ I 
Ihow myfelf anxious for the prefer ration of a 
life, whifch I have lcarn'd to value." 

— " Difmifs me not," exclaimed ifhe again, 
difdaining my remonftrances, u difmifs me 

not 
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not Bedro without thy foxgiyenefs. This 
man wants to part us. Give me thy bkfEng, 
apdk joyfbliy willi be gone," 

— €S L cannot btefs thee, Francifca/' axj- 
fwered he with, quavering lips; c< 'tis only on 
a wreucbcd female that one takes and re- 
jects again,, a. man gives his bleffing as. a 
vengeance. Return to thefe tender arms, 
my ever dear, my ever beloved wife. My- 
felf, perhaps, has partly occafroned thy errors, 
return and let me expiate the crime on thy 
bolbm.** 

— f J No, Pedro, thy wife's bofora has no 
folace, no. joy more for thee. *Tis a heU, 
burning with inceffant pangs I No, Pedro, 
no J Or bkfs me— or grant me one- Iaft re- 
queft ! 

1 — " And what is that Franc ifca V* 

She rofe, went out of the garden-gate, and 
fo very fanguine was my expectation, that I 
was unable to ufe the interval to comfort ray 
unhappy friend. In a few minutes &e made 
her re-appearance, with a fvyeet little hay, 
about four ypars old, in her arms. Her 

D 3 wy 

1 



Digitized by Google 



54 THE GENIUS* 

Tery looks portended that her mind was 
brooding fome great purpofe. 

u Come, Lorenzo/' quoth lhe, kneeling a 
fecond time, M thou (halt fee thy father. 
Here he is— go, and kifs him." 

t€ Is it he, mother ?" alked the prattling 
little innocent, ,c he fays nothing to me." 

— " What (hall this mean, Francifca ?"in 
terrupted my friend. 

— " Let me, my huflband," faid £he, "tref- 
pafs for a few minutes on thy patience. You 
know, that on leaving you, I bore a pledge 
of your love, under my heart. It might 
grieve you to know it in bad hands, I will 
therefore return it now." 

— ff Ah, Francifca, that I never had a liv- 
ing witnefs of thy cruelty." 

— u Interrupt me not, dear fpoufe. It is 
the laft will, the Jaft figh of a dying woman. 
Remembered thou, Pedro, the days of my 
bridal ftate, when I dropt into thy longing 
arms, a guiltlefs wife ? — Behold, it was then, I 
received this pledge as the intended token of 
lafting blifc. The time is paft ; and here 
thou haft it again." 

« O! 
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— * O ! Muft I live to fee this V f ex- 
claimed my bewildered friend. 

" Hearken to me, Pedro \ Thou wifhefl: 
for no living witnefs of my cruelty. Such, 
too, is my opinion 5 1 want none of my fhame 

1 have been thinking of means/' purfued 

fhe paufing, clapping her left hand on her 
front, and grafping with the right, a dagger 
from her bofom — c# I will relieve us both/ r 
— Here Ihe pointed the dagger at the babe's 
bofom, while fufpedting the horrid attempt, 
I wrefted it from her. cc Alas ! I am loft," 
cried (he flulhing with irrefiftible violence 
out of doors, and running to overtake her, 
I found flie had entirely vanilhed. 

On my return I found my haplefs friend 
playing with the little prattler. It was a 
moving fcene t The child had been long 
in his father's arms and quite delighted till 
he miffed his mother, and then became 
quite diftreffed- I talked to him, confol- 
ed, and played with him, and his prefence 
opened a profped of new hopes and ex- 
pectations to the widowed parent. " Her 
maternal heart doated on this infant, 5 * laid 

D 4 he, 



Digitized by Google 



50 <rtf*f\)'sl 

he, * l (He fureiy will return, and fliate my 
joys." 

My principal daft: ndw* was' to divert his 
iflelancholy. We talked over the plan of 
going in fearelV of the cavern in the foreit. It 
was refolved to put it in execution in defiance 
of every danger that might thwart our delign* 

Having made evefy preparation, confid- 
ent? with our fafefy, artd determined tor felt 
dilr lives at the deafeft price, \Ve Tallied forth 
one morning, and arrived at the hovel at mid- 
tfay. But it was empty, nor was there a fin- 
ite mark of a human veftige in the whole 
diftridt. What could it mean ? Pedro who* 
had repented his rafti enterprife all the wajf 
doming along, fought ih this a frivolous pte- 
fence, and finding me otftinate in the tn&U 
fer, rocfc off jeering, ahd left me behind. 



CHAP. V. 

* 

« • 

WHEN night drew on, the wind whirled 
howling through the foliage of th& 
iged oaks, the catarads of the iky poured* 

down 
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ifown ffiljivian powers, *nd having entered 
tfce hut for /heater, it frook fo violently, that 
I feared eyejry rtomept to be crufhed ynder 
its ruins. At o/ie time, the place feemed to 
frighten up, # t a#pth^r the faint gle^m of 
light darting in from t^ie window-gap was 
$hiTolved again in chaotic ^arJcnefs. My 
/ftncy .floated on a fea of horrors, and every 
difmal traditionary tale I had ever heard of 
*his foreft, feized on my alarmed fenfes. My 
anguifli was ftiU more increafed by the unrur 
linefs, the ftamping, and neighing of my 
horfe, which >v*is tied to one, of the beams of 
the miferable (bed. In a word, it was or>e qf 
the moft frightful nights I ever pafled in my 
.life. v 

Atlaft, J, heard fpmc ft irring about the cot, 
and a foft whifpering like ,that of human 
voices. It grew Ipuder and louder by de- 
grees, and at the end I could plainly diftin- 
iguifli fome w ords. Inftead of rejoicing Jp 
my dread folitude at the approach of cora- 
ipany I, really began to fliudder.^ 

Meanwhile a pale- beam of light broke faf- 
iter and. fafter through, the little window ;. the 

D 5 door 
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door opened, and the old man ftept in. He 
held a torch in his hand, and his features bore 
the fame antipathy and gloomy indifference. 

fc What is it you, Don Carlos," faidhe; 
€f I heard your horfe, and fuppofe you arc 
come to redeem your pledged word }" 

" Yes, Sennor," anfwered I rifing from the 
ground. fC You probably did not wait for 
me ; becaufe your bufinefs 99 

<f As for that/* interrupted he, " it is my 
bufinefs to be obliged to wait. — But will you 
now come along with me?" 

I replied in the affirmative ; my horfe was 
tied fafter ,• he lighted another torch, which 
he gave me, and on we went, forcing our way 
through thickets, briars and thorny buflies. 
.No path being to be feen, I had much ado to 
wind after him through the ftubborn wilds ; 
foon I loft my hat ; my clothes got entangled 
among the thorns, and were almoft torn to 
pieces before we reached a fmall lawn, where 
we refted ourfelves for a few feconds. 

Here our way led us into an abyfs, whofe 
rugged defcent was full of half-finking rocks, 
ftoro whence feveral cafcades ruflied with a 

terrible 
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terrible roar into a fathomlefs depth. Every 
obje<5t bore the awful marks of hoary an- 
tiquity. 

fC Whither do you lead me, Sennor," ex- 
claimed I impelled by fecret horror. 

" To a place/* anfwered he, u where a 
a man of courage and fentiment need never 
be afraid of going I" 

cf I am a ftranger to idle fears. But what 
have I to expedt?" 

Cf Your own feelings Ihould tell you that, 
Carlos. You are partly acquainted with 
Jago's ftory. A society of men waits for 
you. You wifti perhaps to participate in their 
grand defigns. Can you refolve to fubmit 
yourfelf to voluntary ties ?" 

cc I dare fay I can ; but what is to be my 
compenfation ?" 

" To fhake off the involuntary one. But 
fear nothing, Carlos. You will be happy 
fome day, but we cannot expedt the reward 
before the a&ion. The fociety are men of 
fublime virtue, of a world fwaying fpirit, free 
from prejudices, fuftaining the burden of life 
in the fair light of wholefome truth. Be you 
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leagued or 'ritit te^iied Wifli thferh, 111 Wafc 
rant you liberty in tlietr name. But 'firlpena 
your curiofity for the prefent, as well as your 
fears ; for you "are how like hirh that has 
never been thirfty, and wifties to comftfehdnd 
the comfort of a refrefhing bowl. Ldtls dou- 
ble our ftcps, 'tis time to get fortoafd." 

The ftupendous ridges of pending rdckfc 
how began gradually to fpread into an am- 
phitheatric fpace. The mountains to the 
right and left loft themfelves flowiy in the 
level of a wide and buftiy dale. The taorh 
'began to fill the rare chafms of the leJfy eb- 
Hrert with contracted profpedls of tlie rofy 
'dawn. The torch-light grew paler, and the 
rifing perfumes of revived vegetation exhaled 
whole clouds of balfamic fweet. Often had 
I hunted in the foreft, but never fcen this 
delightful fpot, which quite captivated my 
romantic fancy. We entered a fmall park ; 
the orange-trees were in full bloom ; the 
' nightingale now fang her laft melody of amo- 
rous woe; the quail's (brill note King in 
rifing peals through the echoing mountain- 
\ chain; the lark thrilled her matin hymn in 
v <he : ldfty arches of the Iky, and foonall the 
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bitds joined Co welcome us in Univeifal cho- 
rus. We entered a 'long half-decayed gattery 
that led us into a caftle, whofe tottering ftfuc- 
tdre fupported its weight on the front of a 
fanciful hillock. Many of the windows of 
*the did manlion Were ftrongly barred with 
iron. We entered the gate, and defcended a 
long tortuous flight of fteps, pafling through 
ieveral narrow corridors, and fpacious caves, 
till we came into a large room, where my 
•guide put out the torches, and went away, 
bidding me wait his return. 

3^11 an hour had I waited, fitting half ett- 
?haufted on the floor ; nobody came, and like 
-in afpen leaf, I {hook with fear. At lafta 
'■door opened, two mufeled figures with torches 
beckoncB, and conduced me arm in arm into 
a large faloon, and I now thought myfelf in 
the company of friends and brothers. ^ 

The faloon was fuperbly illuminated, three 
v degant chandeliers with cryftal branches and 
wax-lights, hung from itscieling, which, 'with 
the walls, being covered with pier-glalTes, re- 
flected every objed: all over the place. A 
numerousiflemblf of pcrfons veiled in white, 

*• *' firft 
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firft fixuck my aftonilhed eyes. They were 
fitting on low chairs forming a demi-circle, 
in whofe centre a high feat was raifed, for the 
chief of the fociety. The chief was on his 
poft, with a table before him, on which there 
were lying a crofs, a- dagger, a cup, feveral 
books and other inftrumerits unknown to me. 
An empty ftool was placed for me immediately 
below the chandeliers. My condu&ors took 
their feats, and after a long and folemn filence 
of feveral minutes, the prefident rofe, advanc- 
ed to the table, and unveiled his face, whofe 
afpedt was incredibly prepofTefling, with fea- 
tures full of bounty mingled with the traces 
of bitter experience. He feemed to be a per- 
fect pattern of pure humanity ; his looks 
appeared to range beyond an earthly fphere, 
and I could almoft have knelt down and wor- 
fhipped him. 

u Thou art come hither, Carlos/' began he 
with ineffable mildnefs, " to learn to know 
us." 

I affirmed his queftion with a refpe&ful 
filence. 

u Then unveil yourfelves, my brethren." 
The whole alfembly now dropt their veils. 

What 
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What an elevated fcene ! A fociety of beings 
whofe faces ftione with patriarchal foftnefs. 
The old man and Jago were among them ; 
but a ferioufnefs bordering on melancholy- 
fat on their countenance. Their looks were 
fteadily fixed on the venerable chief. 

€€ What wouldft thou have of us, Carlos ? ,f 

€t As you faid before : to learn to know 
your fociety.*' 

cc And to be admitted one of its members, 
I fuppofe ?" 

cc I have duties to fulfil as a man, and if 
you will not impede them I am yours." 

cc And what are thofe duties ? 

fC To love mankind ; to be their friend 
and benefa&or ; to forgive mine enemies ; 
and love thofe that vvilh me well : in (hort to 
live in peace and love with every one." 

" With every one ? — Ponder well what you 
havef^oken!" 

" Yes — venerable Sire, with every one." 

ff Are thefe duties from which no circum- 
ftances will make thee deviate ; againft which 
thy reafon's convi&ion fhall not fometimes 
avail 

Never l ,f 
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« Never!" 

cc Then thou wilt not do for our covenant! 
— L*ad him away brethren/* 

u Rejedl me not rafhly, reverend father, con- 
demn me not untried. Firft tell me, what 
you demand, and what the covenant ©f your 
brethren exa&eth ? Then I'll be candid, and 
own myfelf, if nothing forbid it, wholly 
yours." 

c< We demand nothing of thee, Carlos, but 
the very thing thou haft refufed to do. To 
be one of us, thou muft diflblve all the ties, 
which eonfecrate man to ma**v ©ur property 
is all of this world. Slay thy father, plunge a 
poniard in thy mother's breaft, and, with 
open arms, will we receive thee. IWhemhu- 
manity cafts thee off, when the laws perfecute 
thee, a fcourge of theftate, then be welcome 
among us. But our covenant tiifiJains the 
tear of pity."— 

" Horrid!" 

4( And why horrid ? — Don't we offer com- 
>penfation ? , For one talent expended, thou.it 
1 here find a million of gain. . Is it nothing to 
thee, to call the whole vaft world thine ? .Is it 
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% poof bargain to give up a lifter for a thou- 
fand brethren ?" 

,f I hear your Words; but cannot compre- 
hend them.'' 

'* Then wretch ! — Remain the property of 
thy father's duft. Blind be thine eyes to the 
light ; arid fencelefs thy heart againft the far- 
rows of life!'* 

" Why Curfe me, ref£e&ed' chief? I do 
hot fpurn your Words, but teach me to under- 
ftarfcf them. Lead me to the fan&uary of 
your lawsy and' then try my docility as a pu- 
pil." 

** Thou has fought us, Don Carlos: It 
was thoU who didft challenge us to appear be- 
fore thee. But haft thou maturely golfed the 
confequertces, by ofoly feeing us, arid then re- 
fufing to be Of efcr number ? Many a light 
kills with fplenddr. Art thou not fenfible, 
that it needs but drie word to fnatch thee for 
ever from the natural courfe of things, or to 
make thefcat leaft, forget thofe men, to whofe 
benefit thou imputeft the main purpofe of thy 
being?" 

• • • 
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At thefe words a choleric flufh dyed the 
faded cheeks of the hoary Sire. 

Cf I am well aware of all that," anfwered I 
with bold compofure. fc I even cxpe&ed it* 
Forfaken by fortune's fmiles, and paft all 
hopes, I renounced every pretenfion to a life, 
that had ceafed to be my property. Willing^ 
ly fhall I devote it to him that demands it 
lawfully, JJpt unlawfully ? — I have friends." 

Here the whole aflembly turned pale, and 
looked confternation at each other : " How 
villain !" cried my guide, u thou haft betrayed 
us?" — 

cc I have not betrayed you, becaufe I never 
had your confidence. Crofled in all things, I 
exchanged my ideas of your covenant with 
thofe of Don Pedro, a friend with whom ac- 
cident made me acquainted, and whofe no- 
tions of your fociety were (till more favorable 
than mine. And why (hould I not be per- 
mitted to have cherilhed fuppofitions I— And 
was it a crime, to have endeavoured to fblve 
the myftic obfcurities which you have bur- 
dened me with ? — Have I ufed force to gain, 
admiflion to this alTembly ? Was it not you 
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that brought me into it, by the influence you 
pradtife on circumftances ? My family will 
mifs me, of courfe. Ye know my father. 
Balance your danger with the value of my 
death. You have vowed me liberty and fafe- 
ty, by one of your members ; ill betide thofe 
that do not keep their firft vow 1" 

When I mentioned the perfon to whom I 
had entrufted my fecret, the faces of the af- 
fembly grew more tranquil. I eafily judged 
my life was fafe, but felt vexed to find threats 
where I had only expedted love. 

c< Fear not, Carlos," refumed the prefi- 
dent ; why fliould we wifh to compel a per- 
fon we truly love ? Hear us but this hour ; 
the next will find thee at liberty." 
■ cc I am all compliance, my father." 

<f Thou know'ft our country. Thou mull 
feel thyfelf aggrieved in the whole nation. 
All its ftates are confufed, or rather extin- 
guiftied in one, I mean defpotifm. The peo- 
ple are wretched flaves. Neceflity brought 
this fociety together, and oppreflion rivets its 
bands. Neceflity made it fecret and folitary ; 
a century rendered it wife. Experience guides 

it 
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guides it more and more to lef* rigorous mea- 
furc& The covenant chofe the wifeft heads 
of the people, and thofe initiated in its fecrcffls, 
feel themfelves happy." 

" And was the tendency of the covenant 
always general?" 

99 As general 1 as the world. Alt countries 
are ours by our members ; and this is buc 
the fecret centre of our colle&ive force." 

" Was the univerfal government of the 
world its deftination ?" 

99 No ; but the happinejfe of the world in 
univerfal government." 

99 And what were the means ?" 

• " Behold the fymbds on this table! Faith* 
the dagger, and the potfon-cup." 

I fhuddered violently. 

fc Why flirinks our new adopted brother ?" 

* 49 It was but the efFedt of a horrid recol- 
lection.. Alas! I had a wife; a fweet and 
tender con fort ! — You write with blood t 
Three crofles are your fignet ! — Accurfed be 

your covenant — accurfed be it tor ever! 

You have robbed me of her." 

« What 
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* f What figmfies thy wild raving ?" 

* € Thou art miftaken ; my refentment is 
cool and colle&ed, dare you own yourfelves 
the murderers of the beautiful Elmira?" 

cc I fwear it, Don Carlos : by the eternal 
God ! By the terrors of this myftic cave ! By 
this crofs and dagger ! We did not murder 
her." 

" Then pardon me, holy Sire. Let my 
defpair feize the ruffian — 99 

" Thou wilt, one day, attain him by our 
means.'* 

€€ Do you promife it faithfully ?" 

€t Our promife is facred." 

#c Then will I be yours wholly yours. 

Speak, command, what fhajl I do ?" 

<c Nothing but to difcard all doubts ; to 
confide in our decrees ; to obey our ordi- 
nances ; to aft thy part manfully. Daggers 
and poifon are the folace of humanity. From 
the urn of one fpring up a thoufand lives. If 
human weal defire the fall of that one man, 
were he *ho monarch himfeif — -he ought to 

« 

... " What, 
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— cc What, turn a regicide ? M 
— w Yes, if neceffary, againft an hundred 
kings. Liberty is the inalienable property • 
of man. Who dares encroach on it is a villain- ; 
ous mifcreant. Who exchanges it for idle 
profperity, is an impoftor. Who feels him- 
felf ftrong enough topunifh crime, is his na- 1 
tural judge. Our anceftors gave us kings, ! 
we re-demand our rights, and fubjed them j 
to a fuperior control." / \ 

— ft But do you judge as juftly as mo- 
narchs do ?" 

— <c Our covenant has many members, 
and they all are free. Caprice and intrigue 
feldom ground our refolves." 

— " The monarch's exiftence, you fay, is 
owing to our anceftors voluntary fubmiffion. 
They transferred to his exercife and ufe their 
imprefcriptible and connate rights. But who 
gave you power, to take thofe rights from 
him? Who guarantees the juftice of your 
fentiments, the equity of your decrees ? Ir- 
ritated againft government, you mix your feel- 
ings with the idea of univerfal oppreflion, 
and obeying yourfelves no other law but the 

didates 

■ 

\ 
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dicfiates of provoked defires, you plunge hu- 
maniry, unable to govern herfelf, into the 
tormenting alternative, of making ufe of an 
unknown and quite foreign arbitration/' 
• — " Ah, Carlos, little doft thou knowius ! 
Voluntarily did we retire from the lap of that 
felicity, which men purfue. To be ufeful 
to humanity, which did not mifprife us, and 
loudly extolled our friend fhip, we renounced 
the faireft wifh of fublime minds, immor- 
tality — to guide them in folitary remotenefs. 
Thus occupied for a long feries of years, a 
thoufand errors which we correded but with 
difficulty, the unity of our end, the zeal and 
number of our co-operations, all has lhar- 
pened our fight, and without pretenfions to 
the world's joys, we there fee light, where 
other men's eyes view nothing but darknefs." 

u Believe me, Carlos/ 9 continued he tak- 
ing me by the hand, ff thyfelf too, lhall once 
with flul confidence adhere to our faith. 
Ah, the holy bofom of folitude, abounds 
with heavenly flights ; and from night's moft 
impenetrable darknefs, will fpring the nobleft 
of proje&s." 

. . Whether 
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Whether from fatigue, pr by fome ftrange 
influence, I .here funk into the old maa*s 
arms. cf Come near, my brethren/ • cried he, 
€( and take the oath pf love from his lips." 

At this -moment an hundred arras andem- 
braces enrircjed my : body ; fl^ipmering and 
i bewildered I took the dreadful oath; the 
hand on tjie crofs, ^intoxicated with, a draught 
of feme liquor prefenteid to me in. the cup, 
I fank at the . foot of the altar, they bajred 
my right arm, { plu^iged the dagger ia it, and 
the warm, blood being, cpUc&ed in a bowl, 
weat roujid among ljUe members tp be (fal- 
lowed. 

At laft the hoary chief embraced ipe once 
more. " Now, my fon," faid v he, "begone, 
and receive the reward thoumeriteft." 

The , affembly broke up, and I ,was con- 
ducted out of the faloon. JagQ went yp flairs 
and fliowed me the garden-dpor. The, per- 
spective was charming, and the balfamic ex- 
halations of the night /till ftruggled with the 
rifiug fultrinefs pf the morning. It was 
about nine o'clock. I wajked about to con- 
template the beauties of nature, . and all ■ my 

fenfes 
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fenfes felt themfelves roufed tolove and hap- 
pinefs. A clear and ferene (ky widened the 
horizon over the luxuriant fcenes of this 
enchanting dale. Only the warm agitation 
of odoriferous fcents hovered about the trees, 
and painted with blufhing falubriry the load 
of fruits, which peeped with pidturefque 
beauty through their deep green leaves. 
Every thing feemed to invite to the molt per- 
fect enjoyment; every thing feemed to be- 
long to the ftill bofom of a paradife, in which 
even a god would have forgot himfelf. 

How inadequate are my defcriptive pow- 
ers to trace thofe images of fairy enchant- 
ment. All the part was now wrapt up in a 
purple cloud, and the prefent^ gradually dis- 
playing itfelf, like the firft rays of the morn- 
ing-fun. I laid mufing beneath the hofpita- 
ble fhade of a group- of trees, when the founds 
of diftant mulic roufed me from my reverie. 
The fwelling founds of paftoral flutes ravilh- 
cd my liftening ears, and ftiddenly a female 
form, drelfed in a loofe ' afpd floating white 
garment, advanced coyly from an Arbour that 
was facing me. She wore a ftne veil of ctepe 

E over 
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over her face*, whofe tranfparency (lightly- 
Ihowed a thoufand attractions. She clofely 
accofted and embraced me, when I discover- 
ed the mod feducing paragon of female per- 
fecflion. An impetuous crowd of irrefiftiblc 
defires made me, in mute rapture, return the 
careffes of the charming creature, and We 
both plunged into a fea of voluptuous enjoys 
roent. 

— cf Ah, Carlos," faid fhe with a felicitous 
countenance fufFufed with a thoufand inge- 
nuous blufhes, ff wilt thou be grateful for this 
facrifice?" 

— « Alas!" cried I, w the boon thou haft 
beftowed on me, is part all retribution hu- 
man gratitude can offer." 

— " Thy love, Carlos, will be a thoufand 
fold return. Yes, cherilhed by thee, Rofalia 
will be the happieft of beings. But what is 
to warrant me thy fidelity ?'* 

— « Thy charms, Rofalia, and thy bounty. 
Never, no never will I ceafe to adore fuch 
urtrivalled accomplifhm^nts/' 

— a How many women haft thou not tan* 
talirad with the fame profeflions ! Was there, 

tell 
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tell me, one among them lefs bounteous than 
I ? But I was fenfible, when I firft faw thee 
among us, of what might be the fureft \*;ay 
to bind thy affe&ions. How infinitely did I 
Jove thee, (landing with manly firmnefs be- 
fore thy judges, bidding defiance to the ter- 
rors of death, and fearing no other judge 
than thy confcience? How did thy Rofalia 
tremble for thee as thou refufedft to take the 
oath, and with what ecflacy did I witnefs thy 
final confent ! Say, wilt thou faithfully keep 
this voluntary vow?* * 

— " J certainly will." 

— cf Then f wear it to me, too, Carlos." . 

— " I fwear it by thy heavenly charms ! J 
lay my hand on thy fair bofom, as my moft 
facred altar, and there pledge myfelf never 
to break the obligation." 

— " That is not fufficient. Swear now to 
me, and to the covenant of our loves, that 
thou wilt devote all thy faculties and powers 
to the fervice of the fociety of thy new bre- 
thren." 

— cf Can I anfwer for the future, Rofalia ? 
Will it not be enough in fome cafes, to be 

E 2 a mere 
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a mere paflive member? Should I, in the 
fcofom of love, renounce the feelings of hu- 
manity of which thou furely approved ?" 

— " I don't Carlos exa6t quite fo much. 
I purely defire thou Ihoutdft find in me a 
compenfation for all others. A thoufand 
Avomen will love thee, but not one of them 
fo fervently as I do. Sacrifice, therefore, 
all thou poffeffeft to thy indulgent and tender 
Rofalia ?" 

« Say, fweet maid, what have I that 

can fully gratify thy wifties 

« Nothing at prefent, my love, but foon 

thou wilt perhaps have a great deal. Is 
there no female whom thou cheriflieft more 

thanmyfelf." 

« Pofitively, none." 1 • 

" And no wife ?" x ' " 

• _« None." ' ' 

— .«« Didft thou never love thus ardently ?" 
— " Yes, Rofalia, if not more fo. It was 

Elmira— " 

— «« I know her,*' interrupted flie with an 

angry mien. 

How ? Thou knoweft her.' 

At 
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Atthefe words {he vifibly grew pale and 
attempted to conceal her embarraflment.— - 
<r Yes/* added Ihe, u I once faw her, I be* 
lkve, at Madrid/' 

— " Elmira never was there/' 

— f f Then it was at Alcantara —one forgets 
fuch things. And doft thou not think, that 
we perhaps know thy ftory better than thy- 
felf? — But promife me, Carlos, to renounce 
every woman for my fake, even thy Elmira* 
if fhe ftilt were alive ¥* 

— Cf I will gladly renounce every one, but 
Elmira/* 

— " So thou wouldft abandon me, traitor* 
if ftte were to appear again among the liv- 
ing ?" 

— " I would carry you both in my heart. * 

» 

— fC No woman, Carlos, will content her- 
felf with half a heart. Now choofe, me or 
Elmira. 0 

— cc Elmira is dead, I choofe thee. 0 , 
cc Now I thank thee, Carlos, and fly to thy 
bofom a faithful, devoted bride! May the 
powers that furround us invilible^ fhower 
bleflings on this union !" 

E 3 We 
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We now fat down to a frugal repaft, which 
lbmc veiled femalfcs ferved up on the green, 
and fpent the day in inexhauftible tranfports 
of love. Towards evening Ihe clapped her 
hands as a fignal, and twelve beautiful dam- 
fels affcmbled on the lawn, and began a my- 
ftic dance/ whbfd voluptuous attitudes re- 
vived my defires. Nd fooncr had they dif- 
appeared, than I again lockt my Rofalia in 
my arms, where we tafted irt long draughts 
the inexpreflible fweets of connubial blifs. 
The foft fympllony of the flutes then rocked 
us into a found fleep, from which we did not 
avVakd till'laW at night. 

— " Now, Carlos, faid Rofalia, producing 
a dagger, " hear my oath, on this feftive 
night, and repeat! it on your knees." 

I obeyed with frightful aftoniftiment, when 
Rofalia made me repeat the following words : 

— cf We fwear everlafting fidelity to the 
covenant thai has protected our union ; no 
being lhall ever divide us; we will be one 
in thought and ad ion; whoever of us proves 
unfaithful, the other fhail haunt and perfe- 
cute him with namelefs torments, nor (hall 

: his 
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his vengeance flop, till his bones arc duft > 
his memory is dellroyed, and every offspring 
or member of his family cut off/ 9 

Waving made me repeat this dreadful vow, 
(he fank fpeechlefs in my arms, and unper* 
ceived run the dagger into one of them a lit- 
tle above the elbow* ilicking the blood with 
her own lips. She then repeated the fame 
painful operation upon herfelf, and prefenu 
ihg to me the bleeding limb, cried : cc May 
fuch be the mixture of our hearts!"— Soon 
after the lofs of blood made her feint, and 
having^ d raffed the wound as well as I 
was able, fhe at laft recovered. This mo- 
ment was. the figoal of the feme ailment in 
myfelf, having forgotten that the fame cafe 
required ort my part, the fame remedy I 
had afforded to her. All grew dark before 
piy eyes,; and I felt myfelf in a momentary 
tacpitude. Rofoiia called for help ; and the 
fame : female attendants appeared, fupportcd, 
and led me to the caftle : I was here put 
half-fcnfelefs on a bed, where a comfortable 
(lumber, which tatted till late in the morn- 

. * : \ - 4 |L 4 I 5 ing, 
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ing, reftored me to my former hardinefs and 
fpirits. 

As I awoke, I found Jago fitting by my 
fide. c< I hope/' faid he, Cf you are now 
difpofed for a ferious converfation. You 
have made me your real friend, and it fole- 
ly depends on you to keep mc fo." 

— " Well, my friend, my preferver, what 
can I do ?" 

— " Be not fo fanguine, liften to me with 
compofure, and learn the drift of the matter. 
You' was yeftcrday intoxicated ; now you 
ought to be fober. Rofalia was only employed 
to captivate your fenfes, but the girl being 
actually fmitten with you, took a different 
courfe." 

— <f Ah, Jago, how thankful I am for thy 
franknefs I" 

— " Such are the duties of friendfhip, and, 
I hope, you will never be wanting in them 
tov/ards me. Tell me now, do you really 
love Rofalia ?V 

— " I adore her." 

— " But will you be true to .her?" 

— cc I have folemnly fworn it." 

— " Then 
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— fC Then keep your oath, and learn to 
merit a heart that thus undefervedly offered 
itfelf to you. It was no part of our plan r 
that you ftiould have enjoyed the rights of a 
hulband fo foon. You married fooner than 
you were worthy ; and enjoyed earlier than 
you married. Thefe bands will be rivetted 
much clofer, if you once fliail acquire a law— 
ful right upon each other.' 9 

— " May this be effe&ed by a total fub- 
miflion on my part ?" 

— " Yes, and by it alone. I regret thar 
I can only talk to you for a fhort time. 
My heart is full of important communica- 
tions, but for the prefent I am obliged to 
confine myfelf to a few words. You will 
not always underftand us, Carlos, yet never 
. doubt, but yield implicit faith and obedi- 
ence. After we fhall have tried you fuffici- 
ently, and find you in all emergencies in- 
variably the fame, then will your eyes be 
opened to many operations of our cove- 
nant which muft forthwith be concealed 
from your knowledge. You are (till, in 
many points, a ftranger to us, nor do we 
know to what part of your character v\ e ought 

E s to 
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to rruft more, and to what part lefs. But m 
be always obedient. You will be drawrt 
into ftrange fituations to put your loyalty 
to the teft, but never deviate from the pre- 
cepts of our covenant. Obedience is the 

• • • 

firft fiep that will make you fit for govern- 
ment. Be always candid towards us, for 
inlincerity or diflimulation— furrotmded as 
you will be by an hundred hands, and watched 
by an hundred eyes, — will avail you nothing. 
The covenant condemns no rafh idea, but 
only wants to know and refute it. The fin- 
cerer you are, the more lhall you be let into 
the fpirit of our fociety. Papers will be de- 
livered to you, tending to teach you to get ac- 
quainted with this fpirit, and I am fent hither 
to make you fwear by God and your life, that 
you will divulge or alienate no part of their 
contents." 

— " I fwear it." 

— " Here, then, are the papers. You 
will find in them proper inftrudtions for 
your condutf:. Farewell, my friend; in a 
twelvemonth we meet again. A Genius will 
accompany you wherever you go, and his 
guidance will guarantee your fafety." 

Jago • 
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Jago now embraced mt> and left, me with 
great emotion, «• ! " > 

A* &on is I -had put on my clothes, a 
ftranger entered th& apartment,' who fig^ifi- 
ed to me, that he h*d ' &cei<v*il order* to 
conduct me out of the cavern. I followed 
him, in deep meditafDi^n, from ojie vault -to 
another, through the g&ftien and jthe park. 
He attended me as far as the hovel in the 
foreft, and then difappeared. I found my 
horfe, plentifully provided with fodder, and 
fattened to the fame place? i*her$ I -had left 
it. I then mpunted, and fooij fetched any 
father** villa. " 1 
• A thoufand ftrange thoughts occupied nay 
mind on my way home. The adventure 
with RoifaTia deeply afflided What," 
faid I to myfelf, <f can there be a deftiny 
more cruel than to be Obliged to quit a 
charming bride after the firft embraces, even 
without being permitted to bid her adieu, or 
without any other memento than the image 
tjf her l heavenly charms burning in my foul! 
Oh ! how infinitely cruel 1Y the very firft proof 
of the friendfhip of that marvellous Cabal." 

E 6 Thus 
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Thus k ahforbcd in deep refle&ion I was 
juft approaching my garden, when a voice 
thus welcomed me with a loud laugh : 
" Egad, Sennor, you look as white as a wind- 
ing ftieet ! How d'ycu do ?"~ .It was Don 
Pedro. ... 

— u Very well/* anfwered I, " you will 
no doubt perceive it." 

. As he came nearer to me he became fen- 
fible > that I was not in a humor to attend to 
his raillery. . , • . . ' 

— c< Why fo ferious now," continued he > 
" has any thing happened to you? Between 
us," faid Don Pedro, " had you tarried long- 
er, I would have gone armed in fearch of 
you." 

— " And, between us," faid I, « Don Pe- 
dro, I doubt your word/' 

— " It is, I fuppofe, becaufe I would not 
creep about with you in the hovel. I will ven- 
ture to lay a bet, you have feen nothing." 

— u You are in the right, Sennor. I have, 
been dreaming a long dream, which lafted 
till now. — But joking apart, what news have 
you from your lady ?" - uVm . • _ tS i3 

This 
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This unexpected queftion quite difconcert- 
ed him, he hung his head, wept, and abruptly 
left me, without reply. 1 returned to the 
villa, where my fervants, who knew not what 
yras become of me, received me with great 
joy. Many reports had been circulated owing 
to my difappearance, and Don Pedro's abfence 
Hill farther ferved to magnify them. I did 
not then take any particular notice of the 
circumftance of Pedro's being arrived only a 
few hours before me, which he did not men- 
tion. But all this fliowed a fettled plan, from 
which I might have derived great light on 
the whole bufinefs, had I not been over- 
whelmed with aftonilhment and diflraftion. 

> > * 

» « • • , 

» . M 

C H A P. VI. 

% * m A f 0 » - » 

m 

0 .ff 

I SPENT fome weeks, in ftudying the 
writings I had brought with me from the 
foreft. But they were written in fo myftic 
and obfcure a ftyle, that I had much ado to 
make out a. few ide^s of the whole ; yet fo 
fublime were thefe, that I was. quite charmed 

with 
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with them. The reft of my time was taken 
up with rural fporu and amufemcnts $ a va- 
riety of objedls diverted my imagination from 
Conftantly doating on the fair Rofalia. Only 
her corporeal attractions hung *>n my mir*d, 
as I had had no opportunity of judging her 
mental accompliftirnents.. ^ > - / 

Don Pedro vifited me as ufual, and we 
fpent the evening* together in frieixJJy con- 
Vcrfation. Often methought I perceived in 
him a profotmder underftahding than mine, 
and a more artful chara&er than he wi(hed 
me to difcetn. The deeper I ftudied the 

• • * • * 

plans of the Cabal, the plaine* I apprehended 
their fyftem of acting, and forefaw their ope- 
rations. On this account I fufpefted every 
word fpoken by Pedro. The Cabal had left 
me fome time for repofe an& the ftudy of 
their myftic fyftem. Two months had now 
elapfed, and thinking they had quite forgot 
me, I was preparing «o return to Alcantara, 
where my family e*pedted me With impa- 
tience, u hen anocdurrence happened, which 
changed the direction of all the fubfequent 
part of my life. ' J J ^ - : 

I had 
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I had not ventured till now, to mentron 
Prancifca's name a fetond time to Don Pedro. 
He feemed to have heard no farther from her, 
and the child appeared to make him forget 
his mother. 

One morning he came to my apartments, 
quite out of breath, to let me know, that his 
wife had returned. — " To tell you the truth, 
faid he, <C I am quite indifferent about the 
matter. She is again melancholy, and weeps 
for hours ; but as I told her, Don Carlos 
would much rejoice to fee her, (he quite melt- 
ed in tears. What may this fignify, Sennor, 
don't you know ? M 

I much fufpefted the drift of this queftion, 
and his eyes feemed eager to provoke an an- 
fwer. — " So?" replied I fmiling. " Indeed, 
I am glad of it ; (he is probably in love 
with me." 

The indifference with which I uttered this, 
quite difconcerted him ; and trying to rally 
hrs fpirits — " How do you mean V* refumed 
he, " you arc very abfurd to-day, Don Car- 
los." 

« You 
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u You fee, my dear Pedro, I am very bufy. 
Pardon my franknefs. I (hall be very happy 
to fee you both here in the afternoon. For 
the prefent, I mull bid you good bye." 

I (hook hands with him, and he went away 
quite confufed and melancholy. 

How is this ? faid I to myfelf. Francifca's 
come back, yet fhe bade me an everlafting 
farewell to her hufband, threatening to kill 
herfelf! — And the ftrange and fufpicious 
manner in which the former came to tell me 
of her arrival ! — Either Pedro is a fool or a 
knave — and who's the dupe? — Carlos, if he 
fuffer a friend to outwit him. 

At this moment I went to the window, and 
found Elmira's name written on one of the 
panes. Juft Heaven ! cried I, who has done 
this ? At the fame moment all the fcenes of 
my wedding-day returned with the mod 
painful fenfations to my remembrance. I 
painted to myfelf the hour when I lock'd the 
charming Eimira in my arms, and the 
dreadful moment, when in thofe very arms that 
had opened themfelves to make her for ever 
happy, (he funk, ftruck by the hand of death. 

A dreadful 
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A dreadful fufpicion loaded my heart with an 
irnmenfe burden.. Her death was fo fudden* 
fo unnatural, and the chief, on my reception 
into the Cabal, fpoke fo enigmatically of the 
cafe, and alas ! I had been obliged to fwear to 
Rofalia never to love Elmira again. Of what 
ufe could be fuch an oath, if fhe really was 
1 dead ? — And Rofalia feemed fo eager, fo anx- 
I ious to prefs me to it. Should fhe perhaps 
be (till among the living ? Should they only 
have wrefted her from me, by fome artful f 
natural contrivance ? — And why ? — To chain 
me with Rofalia's charms ? — My forrow now 
burft forth in a flood of tears ; How diffe- 
rent, faid I, were thy charms, Elmira, — thy 
innocent looks, thy faithful and unaffuming 
endearments ! Never will I forget thee ; ■ ■ 
Ah ! hadft thou never left Carlos* — how happy 
would he be now ! 

Here I took out Elmira's portrait, kiffed it 
with all the ardor of my affe&ion to the once 
charming original, and palTed the remainder 
of the day in reviving the pidure of my paft 
felicity. 

, : . Late 
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Late in the evening Don Pedro and his 
confort came to vifit me. Advancing through 
the garden, he anxioufly feemed to prepare 
her for a part Ihe was to ad. I went to re- 
ceive them below ; Pedro was all friendfliip ; 
we began a converfation on indifferent fub- 
je(fls, during which I perceived Francifca 
frequently paufmg, probably to recoiled her 
part, and often furprifed her in a kind of fe- 
rret embarraflment, which (he carefully ftrove 
to conceal. 

Her phyfidgnomy characterized by alt the 
features of beauty in diftreft, made a deep 
/ rmpreflion oA my fenfes. - x;» i\ 

Pedro feemed to be aware of it, and played 
off feveral jokes. He exhorted us to be more 
open-hearted to each other. *' Have not I a 
beautiful wife ?" faid he to me, preffing her 
foundly in his arms. ! • ' o- * 1 

: * " Nobody doobts you, Sennor/ ,: 

<€ And is/ rtot flic fdnd, too, of her hufu 
band's frterids ?* V' 

Francifca here caft her eyos= upon me, 
blufhed, and inflantly looked down again. 

This muft be, thought I, part of the cha- 
ncer 

♦ 
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rafter fhc is to perform ; ftill I felt myfclf 
much prepofleffed in her favor. 

Pedro adted his part in a mafterly man- 
ner, and had his wife only pofTefled half 
his felf-command, he muft have gained his 
end. With apparent innocence, yet by the 
mod artful deportment, he put us in an 
hundred little fituations, tending to authorife 
familiarity between us. We actually became 
fonder and fonder. But her blufties increafed 
in proportion to the progrefs of our increas- 
ing partiality for each other. In my opinion, 
Ihe had been dire&ed to put me in confufion, 

• 

without lofing countenance herfelf, but lhe 
was inadequate to the part, and actually began 1 
to conceiMC a liking for me, tte flie could 
poflibly be aware of it. 

All this I difcovered lefs in herfelf, than in 
Pedro. Without lofing fight of me, he gave 
her an hundred fly winks, not to forget her- 
felf ; but (he indulged the fweet impulfe of 
her heart. At laft Don Pedro finding her 
adtion rather too faithful a copy of nature, 
rofe and apologized for his not being able to 
ftay any longer. On taking leave, Francifca's 

eyes 
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eyes and trembling hand, made me fenfible 
that my conjectures were not unfounded. 

How was I to reconcile all thefe circum- 
fiances ! That Pedro had a defign upon me, 
was more than vifible : but did this defign 
relate to the plan of my brethren of the Ca- 
bal ? — All this much puzzled me ; I was left 
in the dark, but refolved to be on my guard* 

Several days glided away without hearing 
from my neighbour, nor did I wi(h to fee* 
him myfelf, or fend a fervant to enquire in; 
my name. On the evening of the fifth day 
as I was walking by the brook in my garden* 
I heard the loud fobs of a woman, very near* 
It was Francifca. Her moans were artlefs* 
and it was impoflible for her to ha^c feen me 
approach. She was fitting on the oppofite 
fide of the rivulet, and mixing her tears with 
the clear ftream, which formed a fmall creek 
at her feet. Her attitude was fo expreflive of 
grief, that tears, of fympathy at fuch a fpec- 
tacle, gufhed involuntarily from my eyes* 

She muft be in love A faid I to myfelf, and 
thou art perhaps the unfortunate objedt. I 
fat down facing her, and foftly called out : 

« Why 
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w Why thofe tears Madonna, why fo forrow- 
ful ?" 

* » • 

She looked around, waking, as it were from 

& profound dream ; a melancholy glance of 
her eye had no fooner efpied me, than flie 
rofe with a fcream, and fled to hide herfelf in 
the thickeft part of the contiguous bufhes. 

Thou feeft now Carlos, whifpered I to my- 
felf, the unfortunate Francifca loves thee. 
And what feel'ft thou in return ? Nothing 
but pity ! — The fa£l is, I was unable to judge 
accurately at that period of my own fenfa- 
tions. 

Certain, however, it is, that on her ac- 
count, I delayed my journey to Alcantara. I 
cannot fay, that 1 loved her, becaufe my af- 
fections feemed to be deeply entombed in El- 
mira's grave ; but Pedro was a villain, and it 
was worth while to take her from him. 
This ftrange logical conclufion, made me re- 
folve to put off my departure. 

Soon after Pedro vifited me alone ; he was 

anxious to fhow his candour and confidence, 

but there appeared fomething forced in every 

part of his demeanor. I returned his vifit ; 

and 
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and found Franc ifca prefent, but fhe con- 
tinued mute, referved, fhy, conftantly blufh- 
ing or ftartling. — <c Are you unwell, Madon- 
na ? f> faid I foftly prefling her hand, which 
was as gently returned with a blufli.— " She 
is quite a valetudinarian/* replied Pedro in 
her ftead ; a flood of tears dreamed from her j 
eyes, and on her hufband's giving her a wink, 
fhe quickly retired. : ! 

" I don't know,** continued Pedro, "-what 
ails the filly creature.' * 

" Perhaps you treat her too harlhly my 
friend," returned I, " you never told me any 
of the particulars of the reception you gave 
her on her return ; may be, it was not quite 
fo flattering as (he expedted. There's furely 
fomething amifs in this point." 

u I am fure there is not/' anfwtfred he with 
a frown. 

€€ Then, perhaps (he, like moft of the 
ladies, is fond of company. Let us give con- 
certs and balls, and take care left we lofe her 
once more." 

This candid hint made him boldly fpeak 

out, 
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out, and he thought himfelf perfedly fafe, in 
pUfliing his plan a ftep farther. 

" No, Carlos, her ailment is none of thofe 
you mention." 

" What is it then ?" 

" She is in love." 

cc In love?" exclaimed I fmiling, cc that's 
what I've remarked long ago." 

" Have you, indeed ? Then I may difpenfe 
giving you information." 

Cf There was no occafion for it. It is 
enough if he knows it, who(n it concerns." 

t€ I beg, Don Carlos, jeou '11 give her no 
encouragement." 

cc You dream, Sennor, or have taken leave 
of your fenfes. — Whom do you mean ?" 

" You, Don Carlos ; yourfelf." 

€€ Should Ihe be in love with me?" 
To be fure, with you." 

€( Stuff! — There's news for me ! — But, Pe- 
dro, you are a wretched wit ?" 

" No, indeed ! I am in full, full earneft." 

€( You fee now, ! I am in the right. Your 
fufpicions torment her. She fees herfelf re- 
- f jested— 
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jeded— what more is wanted to make a wife 

fuperlatively wretched ? You {hould be 

alhamed Pedro. — M 

c< I know very well, what I fay,— For the 
prefent, M hear no more on the fabled.' ' 

Thus terminated a converfation, in which 
each was fo fain to have duped the other. I 
went home foon after, and did not fpeak to 
Don Pedro for feveral days, and when I fpoke 
to him Francifca was out of the way, and I 
would not enquire for her. 

Shortly after Pedro faid he was obliged to 
go on a journey, without telling me whither. 
At parting, he begged, if I had the leaft 
friendfhip for him, not to forget the warn- 
ing he had given me, I was not difpofed to 
return a very explicit anfwer ; it feemed as if 
the name of Francifca difcovered itfelf in all 
my thoughts, and as if I were not quite 
pleafed with that difcovery. 

Meanwhile I firmly refolved to avoid vifit- 
ing her, as long as he (hould be abfent. Bur 
I could plainly perceive, that the poor thing 
loved me, and lhared none of Pedro's arti- 
fices, nay even oppofed them* I purpofed 

therefore, 
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therefore, to pay her a vifit for the fake of po- 
litenefs, as fhc might otherwife have conclud- 
ed, that I defpifed her. I determined at the 
fame time, to be extremely polite to her, but 
keep a refpedtful diftance. 

I once paid her a vifit in the garden, and 
after the ufual complimehts brought the con- 
verfation on her hufband. u Do you expedl 
him foon back again ?" commenced I. 

,f I rather doubt it ; for he gave me orders 
to (hut myfelf up, and fee nobody, without 
the moft abfolute neceffity." 

M He is probably gone to fettle fome fa- 
mily affairs ? M 

" It may be fo. He told me nothing on 
the fubjedh" 

" You feem rather difcontented with him, 
Madonna. I am your hufband's friend, have 
you any thing to entruft to me ?" 

u Woe to you ! if you be his friend ; I 
have no confidence to impart." 

cc Ah Francifca ! do I deferve fuch treat- 
ment. Nobody can love you as cordially as 
I do. And why thofe tears, thofe half-ftifled 
fighs?" 

F From 
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Flora this, it will eafily befeen, how well 
I kept ray rcfolution. Francifca turned pa- 
ler and paler, wept copioufly, and affer a 
long paufe replied : " If you love me Carlos, 
fpare your tendcrnefs, for I am unworthy of 

it" 

• * ♦ ■ 

" Who could be worthier, than Francifca ? 
••Tell me, I conjure you, what opprefles 
you fo much ?" 

< f Carlos ! I am a fakhlefs, outcaft wife." 

« Did Pedro fay fo?" 

u No, Pedro has forgiven me ; but I am 
again ftniggling with my heart, and this time, 
Carlos, I muft fubmit." 

« You love ?" 

She made no anfwer. 

** You love, Francifca ?" exclaimed I a 
fecond time, when half overwhelmed with 
defpair (he funk on my bofom, laid hold 
of my hand, kifled and then laid it on her 
bofom. At this moment heaven and earth 
vaniflied before me ; all my rcfolutions fled, 
and I henceforth confidered Pedro as a raf- 

* * • * * w 

cally hulband, that ought to lofe all that was 
dear to an honeft man. I took Fpancifca 

into 
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into my arms, and imprinted a kifs on her 
lips, on which Ihc difentangled herfelf from 
my rafli hands, and rofe with an air of dig- 
nity. 

— f< Yes," cried fhe, Cf I will be proud of 
this paflion, Carlos ; yes, thou art the only 
being I love in the creation !" 

— u And wilt thou after fuch a confeflion, 
leave me to myfelf ?" 

— « Muft I not, Carlos?" 

"aNo, Franc ifca. Will you truft your 
fate to me? Will you elope with me? 

— r< I am ready, Carlos, but in Spain we 
muft not remain ; we Ihould be difcovered 
every where, and they would wreft me from 
your arms. Take me with you to fome 
lonely retreat beyond the fea, that I may not 
be forced to adt againft you !" 

— fC Againft me? On what fliould my 
apprehenlions be grounded ?" 

" The human heart often harbours hor- 
rid plans. Truft not, Carlos, even to the 
beft of friends. But I have fworn — " Here 
Ihe looked timidly all around the garden. 

Fa Wc 
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We now agreed to fet off together the fol- 
lowing night. Meanwhile I made every 
preparation to accomplifti my purpofe with 
fafety, and without any danger from pur- 
fuits. 

Night came, and at the appointed hour, 
I went to meet Francifca at the window, as 
it had been previoufly agreed on. An alarm 
was given, as if fome robbers had attacked 
the houfe. I firft intended to feign a wifh 
to fecure her ; and afterwards go in pyfuit 
of her with Don Pedro's fervants,-on a dif- 
ferent road from that fhe fhould have taken. 
A ladder being put up and the window open, 
I afcended in difguife and entered the a- 
partment, but Francifca's bed was empty. 
We went ail over the houfe ; her maids 
were all afleep, but no where was fhe to be 
found. 

- Certain traces in her clofet, fhowed, that 
fhe had bgpn violently carried off. It feem- 
ed fhe had made a long and vigorous refift- 
ance ; her bed was quite deftroyed, and a great 
part of the furniture thrown down, and da- 
maged. I was terrified at this fpedacle, 

and 

V 
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and thought it inconceivable, that the wo- 
man who flept in apartments contiguous 
to her own, fliould not have heard the fcuffle. 
The fervants, whom we waked, were quite 
aftonilhed to fee we had got into their mif- 
trefs's apartment through a window, and 
faid, they only heard a faint noife, like the 
whining of a dog {hut out from the houfe 
to which he belongs. We now proceeded to 
wake the maids, who ftill were quite faft. 
But here the riddle was folved. Nothing, 
not even pinching could roufe them from 
their lethargic fleep ; and it appeared, as if 
fome opium had been given them. We 
therefore defifted from all farther attempts 
to wake them, and they remained in this 
ftate all the following day and night. 

I immediately judged, that Don Pedro 
muft have carried her off; I knew his art- 
ful condudt, and knew alfo he had a defign 
againft me, in which he wilhed to avail him- 
felf of Francifca's afliftance, but finding the 
latter hefitate, he was afraid, left both of us 
ihould ultimately confpire fome plot againft 
himfelf. He confidered her as dangerous. 
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and unable to remove her without railing 
my fufpkions, he clandeftinely carried her 
off. I was quite diftradted at the idea of 
her fituation, and enraged to fee my felf again 
deceived under the mafk of friendfhip. 

For feveral weeks, I neither heard of the 
Cabal, nor of Don Pedro. His houfe was 
quite deferted, and his domeftics, not know- 
ing what Mas become of their mafter, ran 
away. 

Meanwhile I continued ftudying the my* 
ftic papers of the*Cabal, dived more and 
more into their f) ftem, but fecretly watched 
by their Genius, I durft not provoke the molt 
terrible vengeance of my brethren by un- 
ravelling their plans, and fuch attempt would 
even at this time coft me my life. Their 
influence will probably ceafe, fome day, 
with their exiftence as a fociety, and not un- 
til then (hall I be at liberty to gratify the pub- 
He curiofity refpedling their operations ancj 
fecrcts. 

I went to vifit my parents and relations 
at Alcantara, but all their efforts to keep 
me among them proved abortive. I became 

indeed, 
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indeed, unfit for all fuch company, and the 
influence of the covenant, made me daily 
more myfterious and clofe in my condudh 
ft wasr in the middle of fpring, when I re- 
turned to my rural folitude; I found Don 
Pedro's houfe as deferted as I left it, and 
could not difcover the fmalleft traces of the 
fate of that unfortunate pair. One day, I 
found a little key on a fide-table, with which 
I unlocked a bureau and found fome of Pe- 
dro's writings in it. They belonged to the 
Cabal, and taking them home with, me, I 
devoted whole days and nights to ftudy them> 
in hopes of making fome important dif- 

9 

• • | P 

covery. 

Thus occupied, I once fat up till one 
o'clock in the morning. Every body had 
retired to reft, and having opened one of 
the windows of my bed-chamber which faced 
the garden, to brace my nerves with the aro- 
matic exhalations of the bloffom of the le- 

* * i 

mon trees, I heard a loud knocking at the 
large gate. I Ihuddcred with* fright. What 
could it be? 

••■ ; F 4 - ' Ait 
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All the fervants are aflcep. The" knock- 
ing increafes in loudnefs, a cry is heard, the 
gate opens, and the whole houfe refounds 
with ftrange murmurs. I hear feveral foot- 
fteps in the different apartments, the draw- 
ing-room door opens, fomebody unlocks my 
bed-chamber, a flender form in white rufhes 
in, and flies to my bofom. 

Half-killed with fright, I had (hut my 
eyes at the being's approach, and durft not 1 
open them again. The lights only caft a 
faint gleam, and the figure was fo much 
muffled, that I could not recognize it. I 
thought it muft be Francifca, and preffed 
her to my heart. I kifled her lips ; but here 
I remarked they were not Francifca's. Be- 
gone woman," cried I, <f thou art not Fran- 
cifca. Who art thou ?" 
• — " What, Carlos ! Doft thou not know 
thy wife, not know thy Elmira?" 

Heavenly powers ! It was Elmira. 

I now recognized her in the fire of her 
tmbraces, in the mellifluous foftnefs of her 
voice. But it was no more that Elmira who 
once charmed me ; that ferene, fprightly^ 

celeftial 
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celeftial being, A deadly pale diftin^uifhed 
her cold mien, a cloud of melancholy en- 
circled her beauteous e>es; Ihe turned du- 
bious from my embraces, and feemed to afk 
with all the eloquence of filent anxiety : 
" Who is that Franc ifca after whom yoir 
thus eagerly enquired ?" — 1 felt my heart in 
a glow, and endeavoured to pacify her by 
dint of careffes, but my tongue denied its 
office, and I was unabk to utter a fingle 
word. 

— r< Does thy Elmira," began (he at laft r 
" ftill find thee as tender to her, as when flic 
left thee 

— " Yes, yes," — replied I in faltering ac- 
cents — cf this fudden furprize has almoft de- 
prived me of my fenfes — How, my love, haft 
thou efcaped from the tomb ? Or art thou 
but the fpirit of my angelic fpoufe fent to 
adminifter momentary confolation to a wi- 
do wed wretch ?" 

— fC Let this embrace tell thee, fond huf- 
band, who I am. There s no fuch ardor in 
departed fpirits. But art thou, too, as faith- 

F 5 fui 
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fill and true to her, as fhe is to thee? Be 
iincere, Carlos!" 

Thefc words were like a thunder-ftorm in 
mine ears. The joy at meeting again was 
fo Ihort, and fo foon did it make its tranfi- 
tion to the anxieties of jealoufy. If the for- 
midable Cabal had wrefted her from me, Ihe 
muft alfo have heard of my infidelity, of 
my hcllifli {.hrenzy. This thought ftruck 
me quite dumb for fome time, and I finally 
exclaimed, 

— " Curfed, monftrous Cabal ! Thou haft 
robbed me of my all." 

— <c What fays my love }" continued 
Elmira, fondly preflihg her pale countenance 
on my cheeks. u Be candid to thy wife/* 

— " Alas ! Elmira, thou knoweft my ten- 
der heart. In my arms, I faw thee expire ; 
and before my eyes thou waft committed to 
the tomb. How could I even dream of 
fuch a fhamcful fraud ? Long have I mourn- 
ed thy lofs, and only fought thy image in 
another fain Thou never defiredft me not 
to love again 

— cc I know 
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— cc I know it, nor could I wifh it. But 
fweet hufband, no more ! -Now Elmira re- 
turns to the pofieflion of your heart. Her 
fidelity merits it, and her fufterings purchaf- 
ed the boon at a dear rate. I hope my 
Carlos will difclaim other aftedtions,. and 
find all his wilhes gratified in me." 

— <c I certainly will, my fole and lovelicfi 
treafure l M 

My fenfes were ftill abforbed in a conflict 
between illulion and reality. It was too ro-* 
mantic a cafe, to fee a departed, lifelefs wife 
again in one's arms. I did not wonder at 
her being taken from me, but was aftonifli- 
ed at her return. Or had ftie eloped ? And 
how had it been poffible ? I fcarce could 
credit the convi&km of my own rcafon, 
when I aiked her the particulars. 

Elmira now turned paler, timidly caft her 
eyes around the room, and hid herfclf ter- 
rified in my bofom. 

— fr Not a word of it at prefent," added 
Ihe with a quavering voice, " u e are not fafe 
for a moment ; firft let us fly, as far as we 
are able, and as foon as poffible. Hear'ft 

F 6 thou, 
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thou, my love ? — Ufe all poflible difpatch, if 
thou ftill cherifheft Elmira. Ah ! they will 
wreft me from thefe loving arms !" 

I paufed for feveral minutes. I knew, 
that the Cabal had laid no injundion on 
me, contrary to this fcheme. I promifed to 
get every thing ready for our flight, foothed 
her alarmed mind with the tendered expref- 
lions, and conducted her to another apart- 
ment to take fome reft ; I faftened the win- 
dows and doors, and threw myfelf with ex- 
treme laflitude on my bed. 

CHAP. VII. 

THUS far my hiftory has been full of 
misfortunes; but this period opens a 
field of frefti fcenes of horror, which even 
eclipfed all my hopes and wifhes. 

I had not been many minutes on the bed, 
before my half-clofed eyes were dazzled by 
an uncommon brightnefs, uhlchdiffufed it- 
felf all over the room. I took it for the 
rifing fun, and Ihut my eye-lids againft it. 

But 
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But foon the light became fo flrong, that I 
rofe, and found every thing, as it \* ere, in a 
blaze, and large flreams of light pafling to 
and fro through the chamber, which at times, 
emitted numerous fparkling particles, that 
threw a party colored glaze on every objedt. 

A foft/" ruflling, as if the wind blew 
through the firings of a harp, now paffed 
by me ; I rung for my people, but the firing 
of the bell broke at the firft touch. I at- 
tempted to leap from the bed, but felt my- 
felf held faft by fome invifible power. I 
expedted to lofe the fight of thefe terrors in 
a beneficent fwoon, but my fenfes, already 
accuflomed to fimilar apparitions, even de- 
nied me this lafl office. 

At lafl the glare changed into a thick 
mill, and I faw a white form, with eyes 
darting fury, advance towards me. 

— f 1 Who art thou ?" cried L 

— cf 1 am thy genius Amanuel," was the 
aafwer in a hollow but foft tone. ,c I have 
to warn thee, not to fly with Elmira. Obey 
me, for I am thy friend.'' 

— <c Who fends thee I" 

« The 
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" The great covenant has coniigned thee 
to my care." 

I had a thoufand queftions to afk, and a 
thoufand obje&ions to urge. But no fooner 
had I made a grafp to feize the phantom, 
than all became black darknefs around me. 

A ftillnefs of death enfued, the piercing 
dawn made me di (cover, that every objed: 
was in its proper place, and I laid down again. 
As I rofe, I found the door and windows as 
faft as I had made them, and the natural 
fituation of the room precluded the very 
idea of fee ret communication. Deception 
was impradicable, my whole belief in the 
non-exiftence of a fpiritual world began to 
totter, and rcafon forced me to be pcrfuad- 
ed of the prefence of my genius AmahueL 

— u Alas," faid I to myfelf, " what can be 
the obje<5t his million ? Muft I abandon my 
beloved Elmira to that cruel Cabal of myfteri- 
ous ftrangers ? Is this the happinefs that has been 
promifed me ? Were I not happier, if I had 
never feen that myrtic fociety, whofe incon- 
ceivable arts will make ray hair turn grey 
in the bloffom of my youth. . . " , 

I was 
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I was much indifpofed, and went to El- 
mira whofe uneafmefs had not permitted her 
to enjoy an inftant's repofe. We peram- 
bulated the garden, both fo happy, and yet 
fo unhappy. Each of us felt the pr^flure of 
a fecret, and perceived the other's anguifh, 
which made both keep a painful iilence. 

We returned to the drawing room in filent 
afflklion, and after exchanging a thoufand 
fond carefles, prepared for an important con- 
vention. 

— " I am unfpeakably wretched, " be- 
gan I; it is impoflible for me to fly with 
my Elmira l" 

— cc Mercy 1 Carlos/' replied Ihe in deep 
confirmation, " why not !" 

I now related the adventures of the night ; 
her blood fecmcd to run quite cold ; but {he 
infifted on our flight. 

— " Rather plunge a dagger in this bo- 
fom, ,, faid ihe, <c than leave me here. Why 
wilt thou overwhelm with mifery the wo- 
man whom thou haft taught to love ; her, 
that before Ihe knew thee, was fo bleft in the 
bofom of fond relations j her, who dared all 

for 
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for thy fake, who bore all for the love of 
thee ? — Be merciful, Carlos, or kill me!" 

— u No, Elmira, thou (hall never die but 
with me. Tell me, what fhall I do >" 

— « Fly — *tis the only refource we have. 
Fly with me ; no flower blooms for us here. 
The farther w e go, the happier fhall we be 
in a diftant country." 

— u But how lhali I efcape the invifible 
arms, that incompafs me on all fides ? How 
refcue thee from their grafps? Teach me 
the way, my lovely fpoufe. Thou feemeft 
to keep a fecret, Elmira, impart it to me, 
to fave us both." 

— c * No, fave us firft, elfe they would 
murder me in thine arms. O thotr (halt 
know, how they impofe on and fport with 
thy generous heart; how they ftrive under 
the mafk of friendfhip, to feduce thee to the 
fouleft and blacked of crimes. All the fub- 
lime ideas they offered to thy noble mind, 
rally in one common centre of wickednefs. 
I found it out ; I was to die a fecond time, 
but threw myfelf in thy pitying arms. - 

— Cf I am 

» 
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— Cf I am amazed, Elmira ! — Should my 
apprehenfions be true ?" 

— cc I am confident, Carlos, they are. 
Behold, I know how they feduced thee. I 
was obliged to witnefs thy infidelity in Ro- 
falia's arms ; I was to join the confpirators 
againft thy perfon— but what is yonder mil- 
ling,— Hear'ft thou nothing Carlos ?" 

— cc 'Tis nothing Elmira ; thy mind is 
flurried.* • 

— cc It certainly was a noife I heard ; take 
me in thy arms, dear Carlos, and there, at 
leaft, fuffer me to die." 

There a<flually was a ruftling noife com- 
ing down a large pier-glafs ; but I feigned 
not to hear it ; and did all I could to eafe 
her agitated mind. Nothing would avail, 
till I promifed her to fly and take her with 
me with all poflible difpatch. 

In order to defend her, during the ftiort 
time I wanted to make the necefiary pre- 
parations, at leaft from open attacks, I left 
two trufty fervants conftantly with her in the 
fame apartment, till I got every thing in 
readinefs* All feemed aufpicious for our 

approaching 
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approaching journey, no obftacle came in 
our way, and I began already to bid defiance 
to the Genius, who, I thought, would ufe 
every means to prevent me from accomplilh- 
ing my defign. 

The night, fixed for our departure arrived. 
We intended going to France, where I hoped 
to find both happinefs and a new home. 
Elmira and I anticipated already the blifsful 
effects of our removal. Already were the mules 
put to the carriages, every thing was packed 
up, and I went with a beating heart to fetch 
her. It was dark, two waxlights were burn- 
ing in her apartment, where Ihe fat on the 
fopha to alter fome part of a travelling drefs. 
So light were her fpirits, that ffie began to 
rally with me on our expedition, and was 
ready to rife, when looking with a ghaftfjr 
Hare, fhe cried : 

— cc Dear Carlos, I am pofitive fomething 
is making a noife there." She pointed at a 
large chandelier fixed to the ceiling. 

— (< ft is only the ftamping of the mules/** 
replied I ; K come, let's be gone/* 

— * No, 

» 
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No, no, I plainly heard it here, juft 



f" above us." 

Cf Then let us get out of this curfed 
room.' 9 

Here I laid hold of her hand, when a 
pane of a window fuddenly burft and fell 
into the room. A whittling like that of a 
ftrong gale rufhed through the aperture. 
Both the candles were blown out, with a 
ftrong found, like fome explofion. A ball 
of fiery matter dropt down, to light them 
again. At laft, both doors flew open, and 
fhut themfelves. Something lucid was raft- 
ling and moving in the apartment. A chil- 
ling current of air blew in our faces, and was 
fucceeded by another almoft (lifting us witl* 
fultrinefs. 

Elmira lay fenfelefs in my arms, but I 
had ftrength enough to carry her to the door, 
ami danger made me quite raving. I wifhed 
for Amanuel's appearance, to combat him* 
I could not open the door, but called for 
help, from the window. The door was forc- 
ed open, I carried out Elmira, the horrid 
whittling followed us, with a noife, as if all 
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the furniture of the apartments was dancings 
at our backs. The chandelier fell down with 
a tremendous crack, and the houfe fhook, 
as if there had been an earthquake. All the 
apartments feemed to be in a blaze, and a 
frightful rattling purfued us down flairs, to 
the very door of the carriage. 

No fooner had I got into the vehicle, than 
the whole villa feemed to be illuminated, 
all the doors and gates creaked, and large 
ftones rolled down from the roof. The fer- 
vants were almoft frightened out of their 
fenfes, and we drove off with furious fpeed. 

We foon reached a neighbouring wood* 
The carriage had hitherto been drawn in full 
gallop, but now it began to move flower 
and flower, and not all the exertions of the 
coachman and the poftillion, could make the 
animals go fafter. At laft it ftopt, the win* 
dow glafs was dafhed in a thoufand pieces, 
a fellow in difguife came up, and difcharg- 
ing a horfe-piftol into the carriage, I felt 
Elmira drop dying into my arms ! ! !— 

It is impoflible to defcribe, what I felt at 
this moment. Elmira bleeding in my em- 

* 

brace ! 
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brace \ Her heart palpitated feebler and fee- 
bler under my hands, till it entirely ceafed. 
I took the whole for a fantaftic fport of the 
imagination, and wavered between truth and 
uncertainty. It was not till after a long 
conflict between contradictory fenfations, that 
I difcovered Elmira was no more. Her 
blood had been rilling over my hands, and 
when I 'took off the veil, I found her coun- 
tenance quite diftorted ; not a feature was 
cognizable, her eyes were funk deep in her 
head, no moan heaved the fuffering bofom, 
ftie was like a congealed corpfe — My grief 
was fufpended by a glowing defire of venge- 
ance, my tongue was parched and began, as 
it were, to third for blood ; methought her 
fleeting manes demanded no tears, but fignal 
revenge. 

A volume of light rufhed at the fame 
time upon my mind refpedting the proceed- 
ings of the Cabal ; never had I felt myfelf 
thus much the fport of thofe fatal ftrangers, 
never had they fo barbaroufly treated me as 
their flave. I became fenfible that their dc- 
fpotic yoke required, that I fhould with ab- 



Digitized 



1 1 8 .THE GENIUS. 

jed fervHity, court their approbation for each 
moment's pleafure I wifhed to enjoy.— Life 
was now a matter of indifference to me, and 
while my thoughts were diredcd to fome im- 
mediate plan of revenge, two of my fervants 
on horfeback purfued the murderer, who 
had fled with incredible fwiftnefs. They got 
up within fifty yards of the wretch, but 
defpairing of taking him alive, one of my 
faithful domeftics fired a carabine at the fu- 
gitive, a Aug entered his brains, and he tum- 
bled inftantly from his hoife which ran off 
without its rider, and when the purfuers 
came up with their victim they found him 
quite dead. 

Hearing the report of the carabine, I left 
the remains of Elmira for a moment, and 
haftened to recognize the aflaflin. He had a 
mafk on his face, we removed it, but none of 
us had the flighted knowledge of his perfon. 
Having ftri&ly fearched him from head to 
foot, nothing was found, that could lead to a 
difcovcry. I ordered the carriage to drive 
back to the villa, and dcpofited the fad relics 
of Elmira in her apartment. After having 

bolted 

* 
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bolted and double-lockt all the doors, I pro^ 
ceeded to examine her wounds, that I might 
be certain of her death. Removing part of 
her drefs, I found that two balls had quite 
(battered her left breaft, and a third lacerated 

. her tender neck ; the blood was all clotted, 
and every limb rendered unpliant by the chill 
fliifnefs of death. I fent for her women to 
undrefs her entirely, took myfelf her clothes 
into my room to fearch them at leifure, and 
as I was turning one of her pockets, a fmali 
pocket-book, tied with a lilac-colored ribbon, 
fell out of it. With cagernefs I tore it open, 
and found, befides the note which I once 
picked up in the church of the Capuchins at 
St. Jago, another paquet of writings, which I 
imagined to be of great moment. Unable to 
read them then, I put them in a fee ret drawer 
of my bureau, and returned the pocket-book 
where I had firft difcovcred it. 

Though the {hocking mangled ftate of EU 
mira's body made it appedr to common un- 
der (landing, that all the interference of art 
was ufelek ; yet I was not fatisfied, till every 
phyfical remedy had beea tried tending to re- 
cover 
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cover animation. But all my cares were in 
vain. I now gave orders to drefs the corpfe, 
and let it lie three days in the fame apartment. 
I had already had one inftance of the illufory 
tricks of the Cabal, and was now refolved to 
leave nothing undone, to prevent a fecond 
deception. I made a fecret mark on the 
body, and infpeCled it every hour to fee if 
it had not been changed. The explofion of 
the gunpowder had fo much disfigured her 
whole perfon, efpecially the face, that there 
was not one feature or lineament in it, which 
rcfembled thofe that characterized it when 
living. Hence it would have been very eafy 
to put another corpfe in her place. A fear 
however was now vifible on her forehead, 
which I had never obferved before, and 
which it would have been difficult to coun- 
terfeit. 

To be the fafer in what I was doing, I fent 
for fome confidential tenants, who did not 
leave the body for a moment. Three days 
after, the fymptoms of putrefaction growing 
too ftrong, the bier was fcrewed up in my pre- 
fence, and each fcrew fealed with my feal ; 

no 
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flo attention was fpared, to prevent a fecond 
fraud, and I affifted myfelf at the melancholy 
duty of fitting by the corpfe in my own 
family vault. 

No fooner was I come back from thofe laft 
and pious rites, no fooner had my heart- 
breaking forrows been fomewhat mildered by 
a briny flood of tears, than I haftened to 
the bureau to perufe the papers. They were 
badly and almoft illegibly written, related to 
uninterefting family affairs, and after a fliort 
and hafty infpe&ion I again fealed and put 
them by. 

Night was, by this time, very near, and I 
expefted a vifit from my Genius. I ordered 
Tome lighted candles to the lodge in the gar- 

» 

den, to induce him to come. Provided with 
two braces of piftols and a fword, I was ready 
to bid him welcome. I was quite furious, 
yet waited patiently and with cold blood all 
night long ; but Amanuel kept away. 

I laid three more nights in ambufti for him 
in a fecret prefs contrived in the wall of my 
bed-chamber, but ail my vigils were fruf- ' 
trated and no genius would approach me* I 

G then 
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then took the iddpcratc rcfoluckm nof wrectiag 
the dreadful* Cabahin their own repair, alone, 
there to deftroy or periflr among them . 

I was coolly bent on this refolutaon, : and 
l^aderdefiance to ail dangers. ^Several wetks 
paffed hi making preparations, and dcoiifi-. 
dercd myfelf as a dying man. L madera^iU, 
delivered it to* ray friends/ianid under thei pre- 
tence =of i going on ai Jortg jfoamcy, appointed 



Don Antonio to the cate and management of 
the vilia wbiclvfead wotw been .given fane, rand 
Irkewife to ther reft of my . perfonai and danded 
property. I concealed a good quantity :af 
poifon under my clothes, to efcape a long <and 
lingering death, in Cafe thoXDabal ihould feizc 
tne alive. 

Meanwhile word was < brought me, that 
Don Pedro had returned without his*vife. 
He vifited me a few days afterwards, and 
every trace < n>f human benevolence! feemed' to 
be obliterated ft&m rfaas xhara&er. rMe wras 



his frigidity in fulleft meafure. Whenever J 
mentioned Francifcar's name, be was mute 
and melancholy, aad if I d rapt an v inauiiitive 

mmmmmM mwmw mm m M mj m m ^ m m^mrmmmr^^ ~ • mmr ™ ™ r~ m» mr-m « m m ' 1 m^^mm 

hints 



Digitized by GooqI 



■ 

- 

hints -rdjxSfting her tfa*e, -a *few Significant 
looks, and 'fhrugging uphisilhotilders^veie 
all the anfwerl could obtain. >But *wbe»if 
ipoke of the myftic covenant, his whole coun- 
tenance brightened tip, and he feemedto witfh 
to fcrutinize anxioUfly all - my> thoughts aitd 
ttefigns. But 1 1 sal ways oppofed an- uniform 
<and cldfe referve to his curiofity, till quite 
difgufted, he difcontinued his vifits. 

The day was now come, which I had fixed 
on for my departure. Don Antonio was ar- 
rived at the villa, and I fpent the whole after- 
noon in taking a tender and affe&ionate leave 
of my friends, and fpent the evening in part- 
ing conviviality with Antonio. 

Every body having retired to jpeft, 1» look 
the keys of the garden, went foftty down 
ftairs, and climbing over a little wall into the 
yard where ,my horfes were ftabled, >I 
wrenched off the lock from the flable-door, 
and began to faddie my beft hotfe. 

Thus occupied, I felt fomething jumping 
about my feet ; , it was Fidello, my favorite 
dog. He had known me by the fcent, was 
£lad to fee me, whined for joy, and ande an 
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he felt I was going to leave him for a long 
time, -and would thus bid me farewell, I 
.could not indeed take him with me, without 
betraying myfelf. Ten times he jumped up 
to lick away the tears that were rolling from 
my face. I had borne every thing with com- 
pofure, even the laft embrace of my Antonio, 
but this mute parting fcene with a dumb ani T 
mal, made my heart melt in woe. The poor 
beaft !— He furely mud have felt my griefc 
He hung his head fo fadly — his whining was 
fp opprellively moanful — perhaps it was the 
only equanimous friend I left behind me ! — > 
By this time, the pack in the kennel began 
alfo to be unruly, and no time was to be loft, 
if I wiflied to fet off unperceived. I took 
therefore Fidello by his proffered paw, and 
fondly ftroking his head: " poor Fidello/* 
faid I» u thy mafter is going. Thou'lt be the 
laft to forget me ! M Here, with fome difficulty 
I bolted the ftable-door upon him, {hut my 
ear againft his anxious fcraping, and faithful 
complaints, opened a back-gate, and rode off 
gallopping on a well known road, which foon 
.:;,.ri , > brought 
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brought me into an adjacent wood of chefriut 
trees. f 1 • : ,; ; v 

• » * . * * » 

CHAP. VIII. V 

• ill* 

IT was a beautiful moonlight night, when J 
reached the foreft in which the cabal re- 
fided. But what was my furprife, to find at 
day-break that my horfe had carried me a 
quite oppofite direction from that whither I 
imagined to have chofen my way. It was 
the effedl of another enchantment. At fun r 
rifing, I faw myfelf in the charming valley of 
Placentia, on the river Tago ; the river Tala- 
vera being on the right, and the town of Oro*. 
pefa, amidft numberlefs detached houfes, and 
fcattered hamlets and villages on the left. I 
jogged on between the vineyards and corn- 
Jftelds which embellifti that fertile region, till 
I arrived at the next village, whofe inhabjr 
tants were all on foot and dreft in their beft 
attire, to go, as I afterwards underftood, to a 
famous annual fair at Oropefa. The groups 
of peafants of both fexes loudly diverted thcixy 
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felvetfwith* my gloomy* and i mefancholy face; 
which they judged too unfaftiionable to ap- 
pear at a fair. They would not, however, 
ipeak to me, before I had wifhed them a 
good morning; When, with great avidity they 
thronged around me, to recount the amufe- 
rrfeiftsf and wonders 4 of the fair. At laft, the 
iftfert' alrtioft 1 difputed* with each other, who 
ffiotild Have firft the pleafure to treat me at 
the ne*t< wine-houfe. 

• F could not refirt their fincere invitations', 
aftrd entered feveral houfes on the town-road^ 
tb' drink, they faid, to the pleafures of the . 
fair. The wanton fports of their youths and 
thfeir engaging brunettes, made my heart 
Heavier at every ftep* cr Hbw happy/ 9 jOS* 
dtfmed I, « could he be, that would live 
amongft yotu** 

Why don't yoii, Sennor I 99 replied a 
ftrorig, healthy young peafant, who wa^con 4 - 
dudling his fprightly cortfort By the arm. 
** Why not pick out a wjft among our girls? 
Nbne would refufe you, I am dire." 

f * f But who would hdp me to do your work 
jftygood fellow 

cc Every 
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€lc Every*' one* of us- will- 1 bear yom afihaai 
Wouldn't ye now do it, neighbours ?"' 

Here the whote crowd* anfwereeri: • "'Aye, 
aye- and heartily wckome H* 

«• Afcd thos Wick-eyed little wanton/' 
faidHhe reftic* addrdlng himfeW to ai fine, 
flender brunette more beautrftrf^thafi the reft'; 
F fee -your* (quifttmg looks; Would you have 
any* objection to take-this* man foryour'hufi. 
BatKp?* 

Here- the cheeks of the^ingenuous maiden 
covered tKemfelves« with a thouftnd fweet 

c< Banftbe fucb a child, Clara/' 'continued 
the hardy ploughman. " You fee, Sennor, 
foe is my. wife's youngefl 1 ffifter, and a pretty 
girl enough, and though a little faucy at 
times, yet' a dGwiwight good-natured faithful 
wench*. Why you blufti again ? Have I faid 
too-muchr ifi your favor*?** 

M*re the beautiful burnetii* modfeffly ad- 
venced* to me. 

fC Don't you belfeve- him/' iakL-ftfe;- cr I 
am quite good for nothings But if your ho- 
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nor wifhes to wed with me— have no ob- 
jection." 

99 Sweet Clara/* interrupted I, 99 1 am 
quite grieved at not being able to accept of 
fo much happinefs. My parents are alive 
ltill ; mine is a proud family ; and, alas ! I 
am a nobleman !" • m 

f< Oh ! As for that/' faid the peafant, I am 
your equal. And the queftion is whofe family 
is the more ancient and refpeftcd, yours or 
mine ? — Did you never hear of Count Orel- 
lo?" added he with a foft whifper. 

99 Good God I" cried I, "are you Count 
Orello, who eloped with a young lady, and 
; was afterwards " 

■ 

99 What? You know my ftory, Semior? 
Who may you be pray V* : ' 

I whifpered my name in his ear. 

He gazed at me with amazement, then 
turning to his company : 99 Hark'ee, chil- 
dren/' faid he/' 1 am going to fetch fome- 
thing I forgot at the laft inn. Go on, never 
mind me, HI foon join you again." 

They afked what it was, and every one of- 
fered to go and fetch it for him. But he only 

turned 
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turned and whifpered to me:— f Don Carlos,., 
you are a worthy man, but we fhall nereis 
meet again/' — and difappeared;- 
- The whole company were forry at his de- 
parture, and having waited fome time, des- 
paired of his return. " He is fometimes> 
quite down-hearted/' faid they; what a pity 
that fuch a good man fhould be fo melan- 
choly ! Yet he has lands, a comfortable 

houfe, an excellent wife, and good children.** 
Meanwhile I perceived the Count's lady 
quite bewildered at her hufband's departure,, 
and Clara feemed alfo deeply concerned. The: 
Countefs caft fome melancholy looks at me,, 
as if (he dreaded me as the difturber of her 
prefent happinefs. I feparated purpofely from 
the crowd, and accofting her, alked, what. 
. could be the caufe of fo much diftrefs }: . . , 
• ff Ah ! Sir," replied fhe fetching a deep 
figh, — u we are very unfortunate ! I fee, my 
hufband has been fo imprudent as to difcover* 
our family to you. This does not vex me,, 
becaufe I believe you are. a man oi honor ; — i 
but why did he retire thus fuddenly ? Why is 
he not come back ? — I know him well.; the 
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very recefles of his heart fccmed to be i« 
motion." 

" I promife you, Madonna, to keep your 
hofband's communication refpedtinjg his fa- 
mily, 2# a fecret buried in my heart. As tor 
his going away fo fuddenly, I am in a fiiiib 
greater uncertainty than yourfelf. No doubty 
y6u know the reports that are fpread refped:- 
ifcjg your marriage, and that you* hufbancfc 
gave you his hand in defiance of sc certain! 
itoytfic Cabal 

" You aftonifh me, Sennor." 

44 There's no oecaiion« y Sennora ; I, rotf, ant 
Ofle df the members of thaft formidable fow 

" Grafcrou* Heaven prated: us then !" 

* Away with fuck fears, Madonna ! I aril 
perhaps more the vi<£lim of that Cabal thai* 
yoirrfelf, amd that Without the leafl? profpeft 
of the reftiedy that you hove taken fof you* 
fafety." 

H I tmderftami yotr perfe<ftty, Scrino/, and 
hope you tfiM be our friend." 

FfoHi this motnent I obfeirvtfd, thac fny 
catfdo* had tone me more harm than* good, 

and 

\ 
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and. the lady became, vifibly more referved in- 
ter converfation, Had. 1 been more circum- 
ipedt, I might in the critical moment of her 
ftrighi have fearched deeper into the fecrets. 
of their hiftory, but now (he feemed to evade 
■with, lingular facility, every captious queftion* 
and combated mq, as. it were, with my own, 
weapons. 

On our arrival at Qropefa, \ loft fight of 
the Countefo and her children, in a crowd,, 
and never faw them again afterwards. The 
fair was well-rattended and remarkable for an> 
hundred entertainments that could not but 
pjrove agreeable to the count ry^-people- 

Having walked about for an hour, I ftopt 
at laft among a group of fpe&ators who very 
attentively faw a large maftifF dance. The 
dog having done, his mafter took a green par-, 
rot upon his hand, and a&ed the bird :. 
. « TsU me, pretty Poll, who is the eldeft: 
and who the young^i here?'' 

The bird $rft mentioned the number* 
eighty-two and eight.. 

And wha5 it their name I"; 
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He uttered two names, which the whole 
company with great applaufe, declared to be 

* 

rightly gucfled. 

— " Now tell me, pretty wag," purfued 
the {how-man, " what nobleman is in the 
company/' The bird very plainly anfwered, 
Cf Don Carlos de Grandez." I was quite 
thunderftruck, and every eye being diredted 
to me, quitted the crowd, remounted my 
horfe, and precipitately gallopped out of the 
town. 

w Unhappy Carlos," faid I to myfelf, 
" there is no place on earth where thou can'ft 
Ihelter thyfelf from thy perfecuting fate ; no 
- fpot, where the arms of thofe myfterious 
ftrangers do not extend to, where they do 
not catch thee in their fnares. How will it 
then be, if thou falleft into their vindictive 
hands ? What new torments will they invent/ 
to punifh thy difobedience, what new arts 
devife to dupe thee with thy own folly ? Be- 
lieving them in thy reach, thou wilt only 
grafp the phantom of thy laney— and power ! 
what will it avail thee? two feeble arms of 
an enervated frame, againft a thoufand daring 

and 

h 
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and robuft hands ; a dagger againft a thou- 
fand fwords ! 

- """Thou certainly carrieft poifon about 
. thee, which would fhorten thy fufferings. 
But haft thou aught to keep off their infult- 
ing pity, their placid contempt ? Better were 
it for thee, to fancy fome means of efcaping 
them, inftead of going in queft of their infer- 
nal cavern with all the madnefs and ill fuccefs 
of knight-errantry." 

• ' Amidft thefe reflections I met a traveller in 
a wood on the confines of the valley of Pla~ 
centia. We entered into converfation about 
the foreft, the dangers of travelling, and hit 
at laft on the proprietor of the whole diftrid. 
My fellow-traveller, a plain but talkative 
man, now informed me, that the owner was 
a widow-lady, whofe hufband had on a fud- 
den difappeared. After a thoufand fruitlefs 
refearches, fhe was ft ill left in the cruel un- 
certainty of what was become of him, and 
rcfolved to fpend her life to mourn his lofs in 
folitary retirement. * - , * 

Night drew, on apace; no inn was near; 
and my companion telling, me, that the. wi- 
v/ dow 
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dow received everjr traveller,, however mean 
and diftreflcd with the moft amiable hefpm** 
lity ; her boafted) virtues and tbs tale of her 
misfortunes raade me determine to pay her a 
vifit, and I took leave of my uaJfoumant on a 
crofe-road. 

He ftiowed roe the way to» the lady's cafUe, 
whofe oiurtkirts I reached at twilight The 
gardens were beautiful, cmJbetliihed with fta^ 
tues and water- works, and the manfton itfelf 
had the magnificent grandeur of a palace. 
Tying my horfe to a tree, I afcended a fligh* 
of marble ftefs, entered the hall, which was 
entirely deferted. I then went through feve* 
ral apartments, moft fumptuoufly furruihed, 
and ftill nobody came to fpeak to me. X 

flopped in a fourth apartment to look at feme 

• 

paintings, when a perfon in black, whom I 
took for a fervant, opened another door, 
without lifting his eyes from the ground. I 
fpoke to him, he made no anfwer, and ere I 
could turn to follow him, had vanilhed from 
my fight. ..r _r. ♦ , , 

" By Heavens I Carlos/* exclaimed I, < r this 
exceeds ail thai haft hitherto lived to fee." . 

At 
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At ttoefe words I opened the door, by 
which the fervant came out, and entered a? 
clofet hang im black, where a lady m fable 
weeds, was kneding before a filvcr crucifix, 
and two lighted tapers* On my entrance (he 
beckoned me, not to difturb her in her devo- 
tion. 

Having continued her pious exercife about 
ten minutes longer, ftie rofe, wiped off fomc 
tears from her large and fbft-beaming blue 
eyes and inviting me to^ follow her into a 
drawing room: 

— « Who are you, Senitor?" afked Ihe, 
u what fervice San I render you ?" 

— A ft raying wanderer Madonna," re- 
plied I, « that craves the prote&ioto of your 
hofpitaHe roof for a night/' 

My drefs, which was rathei difordered 
and looked fhabby owing to the daft of the 
roads and a fhower in which it had got wet, 
made her furvey me with particular atten- 
tion- 

— c< Pardon me, Sennor;" refumed flie, 
€C I am at a lofs in what manner to entertain 
you. May I make bold to afk your name ?" 

Having 
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Having fatisfied her enquiry, and pretend- 
ed, that a defire of getting acquainted with 
the world was the motive of my journey, (he 
informed me. that fhe would give orders to 
her fervant to affign a fuit of rooms for my 
reception, but could not think of confenting 
to my leaving her caftle for fome days. . 

Having thanked her for fuch unmerited 
kindnefs, {he 4ed me to a faloon with an in- 
vitation to fup with her. Spending our time 
in agreeable converfation, a genteel and 
handfome young man made his appearance, 
after whofe arrival, an excellent fupper, con- 
fiding of all the dainties of the feafon was 
ferved. The young gentleman appeared to 
be univerfally accompliflied, and methought 
by their looks, they harboured a tender at- 
tachment for each other. Thus we fpent fe- 
veral days, and the widow being alone in the 
day-time, I generally had the pleafure to ac- 
company her in taking her morning and af- 
ternoon's walk in the gardens, 

• * * ... 

CHAP. 

• • • 
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C H A P. IX. 

■ 

TT COULD hardly defend myfelf from falling 
in love with the charming widow, and our 
intercourfe had already grown fo intimately 
familiar, that without offending her modefty, 
I had been permitted to ravifli feveral fond 
kifles from her blooming cheeks. 

One evening fhe thus related her ftory : 
r: €C My family is one of the molt ancient in 
the kingdom. Five years ago* I married the 
man who was the choice of my heart. Fond 
of rural feclufion I retired to live with him 
in this caftle. Wholly occupied with pur 
loves, we promifed each other in the happieft 
hours of fweet dalliance, never to ceafe our 

• 

intercoufe, even if death Ihould part us. 
Soon after he died, and regularly returns hi- 
ther every night." 

, — 1 € I am aftonifhed, Madonna, at what 
you tell me. Was there no third perfon pre- 
fent when you exchanged this vow ?'\ 

— " No. 



Digitized by Go 



I38 THE OENTU'S. 

— <c No. We received no vifits in this 
retreat. My hufband kept the youth whom 
you faw the other mght atfupper, to fuper- 
intend and manage the concerns of our 
eftatcs, and the young 1 man was- jaft aWeot 
ar that time for feveral weeks/* 

— " Wonderftil !, — And- does he- come 
every night?" 

— <#J He never miffes;"' 

— cc And what does He-fay to you in rftefe 
vifit* 

— **' He never- fbearksi amF only fits- down, 
at the foot of my bed.'* 

— " Did 1 you never- venture to touch 
him?" 

— •* Never:" 

— riave you never tried to ducover^ 

whether the whole is not a mere cheat 

— <f I have tried J every thing, Sennor.- JVf Jr 
room* is lockt and bolted ; and tHere is-no ffe- 
cret entrance." 

' — " farompreheitffblfc f: — Blit Hear me, 
Madonna, F am a man of fpirit and 1 retell*, 
tion. Let me but once try my own means 
to make a difcovery IV 

— cc No, 
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| — No, Semror ; I value your lifir too 
I much, to expofc it to fueh danger:" 
p — " I dollar mind my own life, but yours 
Sennora! Eraf pernrit me to make one af- 

i She ufed every perfuafive J to make me de- 
\ &fb Stom the enterprize. After many expof- 
\ tularions I ultimately prevailed on her to 
\ comply with my requeft. HKving previoulty 
agreed^oi* the deeped 1 filence dtiring* the tranf- 
a&ion; and madfe herpromife to admit me a 
little before midnight to her bed-chamber, 
the next night was chofen for the execution 
of my defign. I made every preparation for 
my fafety, for which I deemed a ftrong cuiras, 
which 1 had worn ever fince my projected 
flight with Elmim, and a lharp dagger to be 
quite fufficierif. 

The appointed night came. Hkving Tup- 
ped together, and' endeavoured to keep off 
fear by wit and' pleafantry, we parted laugh- 
ing and 3 joking about eleven o'clock, and' I 
Withdrew to my bedi-room, where to lave ap*. 
pearances from rite fervant who flept in a 
chamber not far from mine, I feigned to go 



Digitized by Google 



J40 THE GENIUS. 

to bed, blew out the candles, drew the cur- 
tains, and began to fnore. 

At laft the caftle-bell ftruck half paft ele- 
ven, when I gently ftole from my bed, and 
tript on my toes to the widow's apartment, 
the door of which was on the jar. On my 
entrance, Ihe was in the higheft agitation^ 
and I could fcarce keep her from fwooning 
in my arms. I made ufe of all the eloquence 
I was mafter of, to animate her to courage. 
It was a ilrange conflitf: between curiofity 
4 and fear, feminine foftnefs and enthufiafm* 
lhame and expectation. She feemed both to 
dread for and be afraid of me. 
, It could not be denied, that her fituatioa 
was then rather critical, and had flie at firft 
felt the whole extent of its danger, I doubt 
whether I ftiould have been able to perfuade 
her to fuch a meafure. A ftormy night 
which even familiarizes the bodies of two 
fympathetic fouls ; the opportunity, which 
deprived her from every afliftance, the neg- 
ligence and derangement of her drefs, equal 
danger and equal apprehenfions, might well 
have ftiaken the virtue of more folid charac- 
ters. 
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ters than ours. For my own part, I do not 
helitate to confefs, that fcarce one half of all 
this, would have been enough to ftimulate my 
fenfes, had they not already been too much 
roufed by the danger I was in. 

The dreary hour of midnight now drew 
very near. The widow, according to agree- 
ment, took her feat in a corner of the cham- 
ber, and F occupied her place in bed, atten- 
tively watching the leaft motion or ftirring 
around me. 

Twelve o'clock ftrikes. The drops of a 
heavy fhowcr beat loudly againft the win- 
dows; the very air of the room feems agitated, 
and the bedftead and all the woodwork begins 
to crack. In a few minutes the moon dart- 
ing in her filver beams, enables me to diftin^ 
guifti better every objedt around me. Of a 
fudden the curtains of the bed are drawn op- 
en, and a muffled figure, flowly advances and 
takes place at the foot of the bed. It waved 
one hand, as if it wanted to fpe^k, but did 
not utter a fingle word ; and having waited 
about a minute in expectation of hearing fome- 

thing, ... I rofe upright in the bed. 1 

At 
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At this movefile at whidirwas rather atten- 
ded with a kind of irapetuofity, > the . figure 
quickly ftartled and drew .hack, and by the 
caft of the moonlight ;I ©wild -plainly defcry 
its face to be that «of a man. This circum- 
ftance made me fcraewhat boLdcr, for I 
thought itvwas jrapoffible to take aghoftby 
furprife. When the apparition found me get 
out of bed, it fucidenly attempted to make 
its retreat, and even Altered an ejaculation, 
which I thought I knew by the found, and 
fancying it rasher ftrange in thecnouth of a 
fpirit, . I ru£hed at the > being, and was con- 
vinced in this very moment, - that it was a 
man I had to do with. . He brew a dagger 
and attempted to thruft it through my heart, 
buttheciiiras rendered me invulnerable. Ifera- 
ed my fpe&re by the waift and we both fell 
w reft ling i to the ground ; the conflict conti- 
nued a long while, during -which the appa- 
rition made . feveral unfucctftfui . pafles j at me 
with his dagger, but finding myfelf in danger 
of being overcome at laft, tranfported wkh 
rage, J drew tmy own poniard to fave'TOy 
life, and two ftabsrputian^end to the combat. 

Mr 
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N[y antagonift uttered a long groan and im- 
mediately . expired. 

JThe widow now fetched a lighted taper, 
we-unmufiled the remains of the vanquifhed 
fpirit, and looked intohis face. What was 
our aftonilhment !— We recognized him to 
be the fame handfome young man, in whofe 
fon\pany I fupped, the firft night of my fo- 
journing at the eaftle. 

.The moment my furprize would permit 

it,: I fixed my eyes on my fair hoflefs. A 
crowd of various paffions alternately pidured 
her countenance -with the ftrongeft features of 
ttnexpefted fenlations ; there was furprife, 
curiofity, fear, love, i grief, and indignation, 
which ultimately prevailed. Every minute 
my fanguine expeftation of receiving her beft 
thanksjfOT having fo generoufly put my life 
at flake, was wound up higher, till it evapo- 
rated in titter disappointment. Having for 
fome tinne held the candle in a kind of mute 
torpor, over the v dead body,'ihe fetit<on,tbe 
fioor>;feii oirhcr knees, and tenderly ^embra- 
ced the remains of Iter adventurous / Adonis. 
fSo far from being pleafed with the fight of 

this 
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this fpc&acle, I retired from it to the win- 
dow. At laft Ihe rofe, and flaring at me 
with a look of melancholy coldnefs, exclaim- 
ed : " There's another fcene of blood !" and 
left the chamber without deigning to fpeak 
another word to me, her deliverer. 

Confounded I went back to my apartment, 
dubious of the ifllie of this affair. I waited 
the morning, with unfpeakable uneafinefs. 

At breakfaft-time, I repaired to the Lady's 
drawing room, but it was fhut againft me. 
Soon after, one of her women brought me 
word, that her miftrefs could not lpeak to me 
that morning. My breakfaft was then brought 
me, with the following letter fealed : 

• * * . . ! • 

3 cc You have undefignedly deprived me of 
Cf all my happinefs. This may be enough 
" for you, but never will I fee you again. 
u Pardon me, the requeft of difpenfing 
€t henceforth with your prefence; it comes 
cc from a diftrefled woman who ought to be 
" the obje&of your pity, and whom you 
" ought to forget for ever." . , 

. The 
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The firft emotion I felt was indignation, 
and I wrote thefe lines on the back of the 
Letter : 

* Yotr riitift kSrcrvv iht ddignsf I could 
Cf fra^e, hi expofiAg myfelf td darter, ib de- 
« Hvff >6ti from yotrr own. You know fte 
" affe<ftiori arid' attachment I felt fot your 
u f&rfdrt, but you alfo fhould know die 
f ^ pride that guides riiy a&ion$. If chance 
« does not MMte together, you fhall never 
" fee me again. I ho£e you will forget the 
u iifo^ttmate : man, whobi you unjuftty toad 
€< with vexatious reproaches.' • 

This reply I forwarded immediately by her 
waiting woman, in whofe hands I alfo preffed 
fome pieces of gold, and having got my horfe 
faddled, left the caftle, without calling a tin- 
gle look of regret behind me. 



Vo u L M CHAP. 
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» » 

CHAP. X. 

I DIRECTED my route to Madrid, where I 
arrived fix days after I left the widow. 

■ 

Here I refol ved to fpend all the ready money and 
bills I had brought with me from my eftate, 
in mirth and joviality. I foon launched into 
diflipation, amidft a large circle of nominal 
friends, and palled near a twelvemonth in a 
continual round of concerts, mafquerades, 
balls, and at the firft gaming tables of the 
metropolis. I had always been on my guard 
againft the plans of profefled gamefters, but 
fate would have it, one unlucky night, that 
my money lhould melt in the hands of fome 
of that rafcally tribe. I rofe from the pharo- 
tabk with no more property than would fuf- 
fice to defray my neceflary expences for ano- 
ther ueek. Overwhelmed with fhame and 
defpair, I made preparations to leave Madrid, 
where all my effedts were fold to pay the 
debts I had contraded. I intended to return 

to 
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to Alcantara, and fet out on my journey like 

a, poor beggar on foot. 

As I was pre-determined when I fecretly 

left my eftate under the care of Don Antonio 

never to apply to him for any remittances, 
nor let him know the places of my tempo- 
rary refidence, felf-love and the mortification 
I now felt, made me ftill more averfe to fuch 
a meafure to extricate myfelf from difficulties. 
I fet out from Madrid, with a very flender 
purfe, which at the end of a few days jour- 
nies, decreafed very rapidly, and threatened 
me with every kind of the moft humiliating 
diftrefs. I refolved therefore to buy a gui- 
tar, before my ftock fhould be entirely gone, 
and knowing a great number of the moft fa- 
vourite popular ballads and fongs by heart, 
I exercifed my mufical talents in every little 
town, burgh or village I pafled, and met 
every where with tolerable fuccefs, efpecially 
among the women, whofe ears I took care to 
treat with fuch fongs, as I thought would 
beft fuit the temper of their mind. Thus, 
poor and contented, I got to within the dif- 
tance of a few leagues from my villa, and in 

H 2 the 
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the humble chamder of a ballactfinger^ naigte 
eafily have traverfed all Europe. I took up 
quarters at an inn erf' a neighbouring* village, 
where a good number of f wains and Ihephecd- 
effes came to dance to the tune of my inftru- 
ment. 

In the height off their glee I felt fomething- 
pull my coat fronvbehind', and looking round,, 
perceived it to be a huge, ugly and half man- 
gy cur. He jumped at me, and I had muck 



and however altered his form wa%. yet I im- 
mediately recognized him by his voicre to be 
Fidello, the faithful companion of my infan- 
cy. But what a; change was there im the poor 
animal ! He had' loft one eye, his* ears were 
mangled, and tied with a cord round his neck, 
he now was the guide and fervant of a ragged 
beggar, Ijritatqd at the ingratitude of thofe, 
who to reward his long and faithful fervioes 
had turned him off] I could not help ihedding^ 
tears of indignation. I refolvcd never to part 
with him more- On enquiring -of* his then 
mafter, 1 not only learned poor Fidello's: 
itory, but alfo part of my ojwk It appeared; 

a groom 
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a groom iaad fold the dog to the pauper for n 
trifle " Don Carios de Grandez," punfued the 
mendicant, " dsganeafaroadaiad uobody knows 
juhither* Doa Amomk) iWes in gucat fpten- 
dor at uhe villa, and does not imagine* tfaafc 
lie will ewer foe brought *to an account for iu 
A fbcaaige Lady w&tih a little boy is with him* 
hut whence Ihe came, is unknown. She 
feems to live very modeft and retired, and i* 
irftea fcen weeping in the bowers of rfie gar*- 
dep.~ 

» After jacking my brain with a thou&nd 
x#njecbi.res abpytthat ftrange Lady with th& 
hoy, who appeared fo fad and melancholy 
while Doa Antonio was fo wondrous merry, 
and that raoft probably at my expence too,? 
I formed the plan of going to reconnoitre theru 
\j\ my dilguife as a vagrant ballacLlinger. 
It was not difficult to put it in execution, as my 
Jong beard, and uncombed hair* my fuiw 
burnt face, and my mean and fhabby-grown, 
eoat, with foul linen made me look rathqr 
Jikea vagabond or a thief, than Like myfelf. 
I .redeemed my Fidello from the beggar that. 

mty#)&ht> ^nd with the inftrument on my 

H j back*, 
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back, a large club in one hand, and leading 
my dog by a dirty firing with the other, I 
fet off for my villa the next morning. 

At noon I was clofe to the wall that encio- 
fed my garden. I came much prepoflefled 
againft Don Antonio, but at every ftep which 
led me nearer to the villa the unfavourable 
imprcflions my mind had received, began to 
diminiih. I found the garden altered very- 
much for the better, and every thing bore an 
afpedl of tafte and improvement. 

Apprehending left Fidello fhould betray me, 
I fet him loofe, and he flew with the velocity 
of the wind through the principal gate of the 
edifice, without feemin^ to take farther no- 
tice of me. Finding the little garden door 
unlocked, I flily ftole in, and crept on to a 
thicket, which led to one wing of the villa* 
and there laid for fome time in ambufh. Soon 
a little boy patted by me, playing with a large 
Newfoundland-dog. A Lady foon followed 
him, accompanied by a gentleman. It was 
Francifca \*ith Don Antonio. She feemed 
more diftrefled and grieved than ever, and my 
friend walked by the fide of her, apparently 

defpairing 
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defpairing of relieving her deprefled mind 
by his converfation. After feveral turns in 
the garden, during which 1 could hardly re- 
frain from difcovering myfelf by embracing • 

■ 

them, I faw them return to the houfe, and 
quitting my fnug hiding place, refolved to 
follow. 

On my approach, I heard poor Fidelkx 
howling mod lamentably, probably owing 
to fome Blows he received. This reception 
of my poor dog naturally made me fomc- 
w hat anxious about my o»ji n. At laff Fi- 
dello perceiving me from the yard, runs in 
full cry into the garden to demand, as it were, 
my protection. Some of the valets, all new 
faces, purfue him with cudgels and feveral 
other dogs. One of the former difcovering 
me, cried r " What bufinefs has this damned 
beggar here ? Let's thrafh him out of the 
premifes/' • \ ... 

No fooner had this fuggeftion been given 
than the mercilefs knights of the fhoulder- 
knot faluted me with a volley of ftones by 
way of a prelude.. I found myfelf in the 
meft awkward fituation, and was quite at, a 

H 4 iofs 
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lofs hpw to efcape their cudgels or the puf- 
fuif of the hounds. So great was my rage, that 
had 1 had fire-arms about me, I believe I 
coukl have murdered them all. At laft I 
t»P hemmed in from a.11 fides, the cudgels 
are brandjlhed over my head, and pity alone 
feems to prevent them from letting the 
hounds loofe upon me. Poor Fidello, mail- 
#1 with blows, and lacerated with bites, Ml - 
continued to exert his voice and Iteeth to de- 
fend me, but it was too unequal a match ! 

'* Rafcals," exclaimed I half defpairing, 
" don't you know Don Carlos, your maf- 
■ter?" « Curfe the fellow, he's nudl" re- 
plied one of them, while his witticifm was 
received with a peal of broad horfe-laughs. 
..«.• Only fetch me Don Antonio," continued 
I, " and he'll foon make you repent your 
infolence." Another fellow now had the 
temerity to fpit in my face. " What, don't 
you fee, cries a third, it is a proud, drunken 
Hidalgo ?" " Well." (aid $he fourth, " I'll 
>riag him an afifwer from maftep. fcet him 
alone, till J come back." Shamming tP 
go to the villa, he prefently returned, gnd 

applying 
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applying his cudgel vigoroufly to my back, , 
called out : <f Don Antonio bqgs his com- 
pliments and fends thee this !" 

I made a defperate rsfiftancie, but was ob- 
liged to yield to fuperior numbers; my gui- 
tar was beat in fplinters on my back, at lafl: 
I repulfed them twice. Poor Fidello was en- 
gaged on his part with the hounds, but foon re- 
mained dead on the field of combat. I think 
my fury would have made me triumph over 
<the ^villains, two of whom I had already com- 
pletely difabled from continuing the fight, 
but perceiving the gardner and his laborers 
come to their afliftance, I thought it time to 
decamp, and jumping over a broad ditch, 
found refuge from their attacks and purfuits 
in a little wood. : 

Here 4 fell fore and exhaufted to the 
ground, covered with Wounds, blood and 
contufions, and every bone aching from the 
treatment I had experienced. u A fine re- 
ception," exclaimed I with bitternefs, Cf from 
my own people." What a wonderful change 
is there in every thing ! Being finally relieved 
from thefe painful reflexions by the confo- 

H 5 latory 
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latory thought of my diftrefs being only 
fictitious, I refolved to go to Alcantara, in 
hopes of being avenged of Don Antonio, to 
whofe perfidy I be- an to attribute the ufage 
I had met with on the part of his fcoundrel 
domeftics. 



CHAP. XI. 

I ARRIVED in three days at Alcantara, 
where the door of my father's houfe was 
opened to me by my trulty fervant Alfonfo, 
who on my fudden difappea ranee from the 
villa, had gone thither to wait for my re- 
turn. He flared at me for fome minutes, 
then recognizing me clapped his hands, ex- 
claiming : — Cf Good Heavens ! What a trim 
do I meet you in, my Lord ! Has any thing 
happened to you ?" I (hook the honed fellow 
by the hind, and told him not to be uneafy 
on my account, as I would tell him every 
thing at a convenient time. He now in- 
formed me, that my father had been dead 
for fome months, and grieved very much at 

the 



Digitized by GoogI 



THE GENIUS. 155 

the idea of having loft his Ton. He added 
that my mother had been left fole heirefs of 
his fortune, and was ftill quite downcaft ow- 
ing to the double lofs of a hufband and a be- 
loved fon. I flew immediately into my mo- 
ther's arms, who was quite tranfported with 
joy at my return. Having reined, my ad- 
ventures in the garden of the villa, (he fhook 
her fides with laughter but, on feeing the 
wounds and contufions I had received, flie 
foon altered her tone. The dogs and the 
cudgels had put me in fuch a condition, as 
obliged me to keep my bed a whole week. 

Don Fernandos di Albcngha, a young no- 
bleman whom I had early learned to love 
and efteem as a neighbour, a friend and a 
playmate came to congratulate me on my 
re-appearance, and related to me, that lince 
I left the villa, Francifca returned to her 
huiband's houfe, and that Don Pedro dis- 
appeared (hortly before her arrival. He add- 
ed, that he had frequently converfed with 
Francifca, but Ihe feemed very (hy of ho- 
noring him with her confidence, though 

H 6 - from 
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from the clofe connexion between her and 
Don Antonio, he had reafon to fuppofe the 
latter fully acquainted with the particulars 
of her cafe. He farther obferved, that Don 
Antonio had improved the revenue of my 
eftates by one half to what it formerly was, 
and concluded with advifing me, to give no-, 
tice both to him and Francifca, pf my re- 
turn to Alcantara. 
■ 

I followed this advice, and foon faw my 
worthy friend with Francifca at my mother's 
to bid me welcome. They both received 
me with rapture, anxioufly afked how I did, 
and were aflonifhed at the palenefs of my 
face and the hruifes which ftill were difco- 
verable in it. 

Don Antonio's fcrvants flood quite thum- 
derftruck at my appearance, and began to 
dread for the confequences of the affault they 
had committed upon me. Their matter 
perceiving their embarraffiraent infilled upon 
knowing the reafon of it, when I informed 
him of the whole tranfa&ion, interceding at 
the fame time in behalf of the confounded 
varlets, who came on their knees to beg my 

pardon* 
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pardon, which I very readily granted. But 
all this would not latisfy Don Antonio $ 
though I ufed every means to palliate their 
condud: as the refult of an exceflive zeal in 
what they thought their mailer's intereft, 
he was inflexible, and ordered them to quit 
his fervice that very inftant, as he would 
not feed and encourage a fet of barbarous 
mifcreants, who had had the aflu ranee of 
maltreating a perfon in the garb of poverty, 
becaufe he defired to fpeak to him. He 
then inftantly difmiffled them, warning them 
againft fimilar mifdemeamours in fiitpre, and 
protefting : that had it not been for my go- 
nerous interceffion they ftiould not have got 
off fo eafily, as he would h#ve delivered 
them up to the correction of the police. 

1 loft no time to obtain the defired eclair- 
ciffements refpe&ing the fete of Francifca. But 
Don Antonio was as much in the d$rk on 
this fubjed: as myfelf, and Francifca treated 
me with the fame myfterious referve. I alfo 
perceived, that her former fbndncfs for me 
had been transferred to my friend, who fcefned 

«o be rather indifferent about it. 

- They 
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They both remained with me for a week, 
and returned afterwards to the villa. Hav- 
ing palTed two months more at Alcantara, 
during which I received the congratulatory 
vHits of all the nobility of that city and its 
environs, I prepared to fet out for Paris, 
whither two of my friends, Don Fernandos 
and Don Bernardo ,had already preceded 
me. 

After a fhort and profperous pafTage I 
reached the famous port of Marfeilles, where 
I fpent feveral days to view the beauties of 
the city and its environs. Returning one 
night with Alfonfo who had accompanied mc 
to town, we loft our way on a crofs-road, 
and it being already midnight, I went to 
knock at a little cottage to afk accommoda- 
tion for the night. A window in the firft 
ftory being half open, and a light in the 
room, I refolved to knock at the door, to 
demand the hofpitality of the owriers, whofe 
affability to ftrangcrs, like that of all the in- 
habitants of that part of France, had been 
defcribed to me in a very flattering manner. 

; No 
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No body anfwcrcd. I knocked once more, 
when, no anfvver being returned and hearing 
fomebody cough, I opened the door and en- 
tered the parlor. j 

A young female was fitting at the farther 
end of the room, bufied with needlework. 
Her drefs was that of a perfon rather above 
the common fort, and the place itfelf ex- 
hibited traces of neatnefs and elegance. Lift- 
ing her eyes from a picture that hung be- 
fore her to recognize the nightly intruder, 
Ihe uttered a loud fhriek on carting the 
firft glance on me ; and— to my unfpeak- 
able furprize and happinefs — I found it was 
my adored Elmiral! — I fell at her feet; 
fhe ruftied into my arms ; heaven and earth 
fled from our entranced fenfes; it was the 
grand and fublime moment of meeting again ! 

c< For Heaven's fake !° faid I recovering 
from the firft tranfport occafioned by this 
inconceivable adventure, — cc is it tbee, my 
Elmira ? How cameft thou to rife again from 
the eternal darknefs of the grave? How 
cameft thou hither 

— " Yes, 
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Yes, Carlos, it is me." . 
^ * Ah ! dare 1 believe it, that I hold thee 
again in my arms ? How can I hold thee iaft 
enough, for fear of thy dying a third time P 
Behold, my love, here is the handkerchief, 
with which I caught the blood vhich ftream- 
ed from thy deadly wounds by my fide in 
the carriage. I have had it about me ever 
fince." 

Elmira beheld both me and the handker- 
chief with amazement. 

— w What fay you, Carlos ? I-~ltreaming 
with blood by thy fide in the carriage !— In- 
deed, J don't under ftand you 1" 

What? Have you forgotten allW 
How we efcaped from the Genius? How 
thefe hands carried you to the carriage, to 
quit the villa for ever?— How a piftol fhot 
made you expire in a few minutes ?° 

She looked at me with a fmile eff bitter 
forrow. 

— " Poor Carlos !— Joy has deprived you 
of your fenfes ! Do you recollect what you 
havejuft fpoken?" 

— « What? 
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What ? Should f havefcieen deceived 
^gain PrnH^, Eirou^j tflU me candidly, don't 
yoi,! «c.qUe& flpne of the particulars J have 
3p^t^.ed i ?'' 

as ltfpt a fylfeWe of jtbe whole, my dear 

t-r" Thcpi thj$ *s the blood of W «npof- 
jtpr !'W*3fae I threw dpwi) the handker- 

w " If ypur fcnfes are not difordered, it 
.certajnly muft be." , 

Thus the morning came amidft mutual rap- 
tures. We had a thoufand things to fay to 
each other, but pur eagernefs made us impart 
nothing. Never was language fo poor, never 
reafbn fo loft in amazement. 

— Here then," exclaimed J awaking, 
a (hall be the end of my mifcries I May Pro- 
vidence complete her work, and preferve thee 
to my &ithful arms." 

itt-" Ah ! Carlos," returned me, « we fhaU 
this day celebrate a double meeting. I know 
your ftpry, and hope you will fpare me the 
recital of itp grievous and aggravating cir r 
cumftances. You have been Mdioufly and 

bafely 
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bafely led aftray. But I cfcaped from the 
monfters, in the moft dangerous moment, and 
juft as they thought to have entirely fccured 
my perfon, I fled to this foreign land, with 
no other property than your portrait arid a 
few rings and other jewels. Their produce 
was more than enough to purchafe this hum- 
ble cottage, a little garden, a meadow, and 
fome live (lock, which has hitherto ferved for 
my fupport, and which thefe hands, whofe 
whitenefs and foftnefs you will no more have 
reafon to admire, have done their beft to 
procure." 

— " Formerly, Elmira, thefe hands were 
the witneffes of your beauty, but they are 
now dearer to me as the figns of your virtue. 
Even at the altar I did not embrace them fo 
fervently as T now do." 

* At thefe words my faithful Alfonfowho, 
to leave us undifturbed, had pafled the whole 
night in an adjacent penthoufe to take care of 
our htirfes, entered the room, and- with tears 
of fincere gladnefs bedewed the hands of his 
recovered miftrefs, who received his homage 
with fuitable benignity. .... 

The 
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to. 

• The morning was beautifully ferene, and 
Elmira fhowed me the whole of her new pre- 
mifes, which refpired neatnefs and fimplicity, 
blended with elegance. She had alfo pur- 
chafed a feled: colle&ion of good books, and 
a fine guitar flood in the room neither covered 
with duft nor out of tune. She had received 
a young country girl into her fervice, whom 
fhe. treated rather as a companion than a me- 
nial dependant. This girl had acquired fuch 
a degree of cultivation by the example and 
converfation of her miftrefs, as to prove wor- 
thy of fuch diftinguilhed treatment. Her 
mind was well ftored with good fenfe, and 
fhe often fhortened or rather charmed away 
the tedious hours of Elmira. 

We took breakfaft in the garden, in a large 
bower of lilac-trees, whofe (hades protected us 
from the fultrinefs of the day, and the cool- 
nefs of the evening. Every fpot in this little 
garden was taftefully laid out, and all thefiu 
vorite flowers were collected in romantic 
groups. 

fC All this," exclaimed Elmira with a kind 
of cnthuliafm, fC becomes henceforth the con-. 

joint 
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joint property of my Carlos. But be^iold, 
xhis Kpfc tree her^, I cannot (hare with you.** 

And why not, my fweet JSimira J** 

Bjecawfeit is not my own." 
— " Who, then, is the fortunate feeing, tlaat 
can claim fuch a property in this faceed 
place ?" 

— » If you will promife roe (beforehand, 
that yon will love him but half as tenderiy ae 
I do, J'H procure you his acquaintance." 

What a glow in your eyes I What da* 
walk blufiies. on your fair cheeks ? Deareft 
Elmira, is there any one befides me. that 
can participate in thy love and affection V* 

— " None, that will not fteal likewife part 
of your heart from your fond Elraira. Pro- 
mife me firft of all to love him as well as 
me?" 

~-« My confidence in you knows no 
bounds. Here take my hand. Your virtue 
can cherifh nobody that ought not to he dear 
tomealfo." 

Trembling with joy and impatience* (he 
conduced me back to the houfe, and nimbly 

flew up ftaifis before me, She opened a clofct 

which 
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which; I had not obfervedy and looking back, 
whifpered to rac : cc Softly, foftly, Carlos^ he 
is afleep ftill I" 

She took me by the hand J led mc to * 
bed, and opened the curtains — O Heavens 
what ?l fpedacle to my light ! A beauteous 
Httle boy, gently (lumbering as on a bed of 
rofes,. rocked by fome fweet dream, laid' here 
with one half of his fair frame expofed to my 
admiring eyes ! My amiable confort clafping 
her arms around me, and repofing her blufh* 
ing countenance on my bofom, lifped to rtle : 

Remember the few blifsful hours of my 
bridal ftate at St. Jago ! This is the fruit of 
our loves! It is thy fon Carlos ! He fhall 
lhare thy heart with me ! n 

I recognized my image in his face, and his 
floe-black eyes as he awoke. His innocent 
and contented mien feemed fomewhat ruffled 
at the prefence of a ftranger. He then ftretch- 
ed forth his little arms with a fmile of confix 
dence to his mother, who loaded him with 
embraces. if Dear Mamma/ 9 cried he, on 
my giving him. the firft tendfcr welcome, " is 

this 
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this Papa? You always told me he would 
love me very much on his return." 

Many live to fee and feel much* But who 
' that has not felt it, can exprefs the rapture 
with which a parent receives the offspring of 
his love, and reads again in his infantine face, 
the moments of chafte delight that ufhered it 
into being? Eloquence (brinks from the talk, 
and the harmony of two wedded fouls rivets 
itfelf fafter, in the convidion of their being 
but one. 

The day clapfed in forming plans and mak- 
ing arrangements for our future fyftem of 
houfekeeping. I folemnly promifed Elmira, 
never to quit this charming retreat as long as 
her prefence fhould embellifh it. 

CHAP. XII. 

THUS I had fpent near four months in 
all the charms of rural occupation and 
retirement. I hoped yet to enjoy full as 
many years as I had counted days in this 
blelTed ftate ; but no human happinefs is of 

unimpeded 
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Unimpeded duration. Elmira, I foon per- 
ceived, to be in a lingering, fickly condition, 
the confequence of her former child-bed, and 
her diforder, which in defiance of all reme- 
dies, rather augmented than diminilhed, coft 
me many a tear— many a forrovvful hour. 
Herfelf was but too fenfible of it, and the ra- 
pid decline of her health, pierced only the 
more vifibly through all the efforts (lie would 
make, to conceal it from me. Often did I 
roufe her from the irrefiftible gloom that 
overcaft the bloflbms of her youthful days, 
but, alas ! I only roufed her to relapfe the 
next moment the deeper. The choice (he 
made of her books in the little library grew 
more ferious and melancholy every day, and 
her guitar, inanimate to feftive lays, refounded 
only the heart-breaking ftrain of elegiacs and 
funeral dirges. 

This is alfo the reafon, why I ftudioufly 
avoided all queftions relative to her ftory fince 
our parting. She never leemed to elude any 
opportunity to dwell on its details, and would 
frequently recount fome of them of her own 
accord — but then, herheart feemed fo full that 

I imme- 
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I immediately fought to bring the cdnWffe* 
tion on another topic, which lefs? affected he*. 
At kft (he faid to me in 1 one of her woefirf 
moments : «« Dear Carlos, thofe hours whichf 
afforded me leifure from the beginning of my* 
folitude, have been applied tO> write out my 
hiftory, and yoii ! wilt dttce find it in a hfflk 1 
cafe among the reft of my papers! "-^-Fronir 
this time, I dreaded nothing f<V mucb, as^ffie 
Word that could drb£ the Waft hint" at tfhe 
opportunity of* irifbttning niyfelf of thofe 
fecrets. 

It behoves me, HoWever* to ftate h 1 Cre; thaf 
although Elmira had- written many letters' i& 
rile to corne and joiri Kiftythey had all' been 
intercepted, probably by the ihcdrtbeivablfcf 
influence of that hdrrid'Gabal, of which fani 
a going tb relate another wonderful inftkntel 
I never knew that Elmira had a- brother 1 , till 
my fweet little Amados once brtwght me a 
rihgi which he fetched frbrh one of the room 4 1 
above flairs. It wa4 df goldj quite pkltt; arid 1 
had'tHe riame Emanuel engraved on it- El- 
mira- furprifed me looking at' it) wreft it 
with forrte Violence from" my haddi; kifled^ 

and 
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I and preffed it to her bofom, lifted her eyes 
to Heaven, and exclaimed : u Alas ! My 
poor brother!" 

— cc Your brother! my dear? — M anfwer- 
cd I with aftonifhment. 

— cc Yes, indeed, my brother, my unfor- 
tunate brother, who became the vi&im of 
that horrid fociety, whofe baneful fchemes 
we have hitherto but half evaded. Alas ! my 
whole family was left to deftru&ion by thofe 
monftrous barbarians ! 

At this moment I thought it would not be 
trefpaffing the laws of prudence and difcre- 
tion to intreat her to give me an account of 
the whole bufinefs, which (he did as nearly 
as poflible in the following words : 

— " Till my twelfth year, I had two bro- 
thers living; the younger, a hot and fiery 
youth, devoted himfelf to the navy, and dif- 
tinguiflied himfelf on every occafion by his 
daring fpirit, but was foon carried off* by a 
cannon-ball in an engagement with a piratical 
ftiip of Algiers. Emanuel, my elder brother, 
deftined to be the prop of our name and fa- 
mily, remained after my father's demife, 
Vol. I. I with 
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vrkh my mother and me, oh orte ofotir 
cfrates. He w as free, liberal, friendly, brave, 
the fupport of our houfe, and the boafl and 
benefa&or of all his dependants. 

€( Fond of focial pleafure and joviality, he 
gathered around him a large circle of friends 
and acquaintances, who would not only fpend 
the fummer with us, but even ftay part of 
the winter. Among them was a certain Don 
Pedro Nunez. 

M This man was one- of my brother's bo- 
fdm-friend^ but at the fame time a confum- 
mate picture of artifice and hypocrify. He 
Succeeded by a thoufand dfcflgning means, to 
alienate my brother's heart from the bofom 
of his family, and to difguft his mind with 
the ftill comforts of domeftic life. Having 
plunged into a ceafelefs round of follies and 
difllpations termed fafhionable, he fhunned 
the fober delight of our own converfation, 
and often was abfcnt from us for many weeks 
together. • • 

" Fortunately for us all, *my father had 
appointed my mother fole heirefs by his will, 
rcferving only an annuity for my brother, the 

increafing 
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ImttMing 6r dimlniffliiig bf tfh'ichTolely de- 
p<?nded dri her dwft pleafufe. Thiis by put- 
ting him tfrtder rHtn&iorts, {tie certainly cir- 
cumscribed 4 his numerous exceffes, but mitdt 
him J at the ftmd time, cdnceive' * mortal ha- 
tred againft hef ; and nobody interfering to 
e#e<ft a r&oneiliartioh Between them, fliock- 
ing fcenes naturally enfued. Under thefe 
circumffances 1 kept myfelf as much as pof- 
fible upon the paflive, comforted my mo- 
ther, but all my efforts to appeafe, mend or 
reclaim Emanuel not only* mifcarried, but 
even threatened to prove dangerous in cafe 
of perfevtrance oh my part. He began to 
cortfidef mc as an accomplice leagued againft 
hitrr. * • 

" Soon we difcovcred tWe caufe of this un- 
nattffcd cortdiift, tfhieh could indeed not re- 
milft cortdealedV It l waa a girl, Don Pedro's 
intimate acquaintance, attel perhaps one of the 
Tn6ft watfton, cunning and ' rtillicious crea- 
ture under the fan. It could ri6t be denied, 
that fhe was hahdfonie, but making her 
charters the ihttrumcnt of her dafk ahd vil- 
laneous machinations, Ihe completely undid 

I 2 my 
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my brother, among whofe faults vanity and 
ftlf-love were not the fmalleft. Conftantly 
habituated to her dangerous company, he be- 
came gloomy and melancholy whenever he 
was abfent from her but for an hour, and his 
frantic paflions would then break loofe in 
fuch fymptoms, as made both my mother and 
me tremble for our fafety. 

fC It was plainly vifible in his whole de- 
portment, that his mind hung brooding over 
fome dark purpofe, to execute which his rc- 
folution feemed to ftagger. He was vexed 
at being kept in bounds by the falutary mea- 
fures of maternal prudence ; and to have no 
other refource than her property to fupply 
his imaginary wants, filled him with defpair. 
His foul had gradually been betrayed from 
levities into crimes, and feveral hints, too, 
had adually been given him with proffered 
means of afliftance, to enable him to get all 
our fortune into his own hands. His credi- 
tors teazed him night and day with their im- 
portunities and menaces ; he knew of no me- 
dium ; his pretended friends (hammed pover- 
ty; 
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- *y ; and he began to wander from one oliri 
of atrocioufnefs to another. 

€€ Iii my mother's bed-chamber there alfb 
flept her waiting-woman. The latter is 
wakened one night by a noife in the apart- 
ment. My brother enters with a candle in 
one hind, and a largeclafp-knife in the other * 
pale, disfigured, agitated, and almoft incog- 
nizable. He advances to my mother's bed, 
lifts the murderous fteel, and after a momerW 
tary paufe, throws down the knife with re- 
morfeful indignation, burfts into tears, fets 
down the candle, kneels at the bed fide, 
kifles my mother's hand, opens a window, 
and in an inftant, flings himfelf into the 
yard. The waiting-woman, who had hither- 
to been ftruck dumb with fear, utters a cry ; 
the w hole houfe is alarmed, but too late ; — 
Emanuel's body lies dead on the ground, with 
part of his brains daftied out by his fide. ' 

€€ Our grief at this (hocking cataftrophe 
may eafily be conceived. My mother foon 
followed him; and I, too, found myfelf for 
fome time on the brink of the grave. On 
her death-bed, I promifed her never to fpeak 

* I 3 of 
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pf this ,djea#ul £ene, <jui4,haye l$ept my p*9- 
mife to this hour. J faaiifer. *fcs i^prp^ed, 
that my unforijuiiate birptsher ;had Jkeen enticed 
to he one of the fe^_Qb#l,,whofc barba- 
rous decrees I have never yqt chafed to be- 
wa.il." • . . 

Here Elmira conceded tfc j^pujpifud tale. 
— " Was this," faid I jpmyfelf, 4'*hy friend 
Don Pedro, whp always attempted tp influ- 
ence thy paffions ?" I coujd not help think- 
ing, that he intended to make his wife play 
the fame part with me, which he had made 
the pretended enamorata act with the unfor- 
tunate Emanuel. It was he too, that accom- 
panied me to the hovel in the fprefiy to de- 
liver up, as it were, his victim with fecurky, 
and who fecre.tly ftoje away afterwards, tp 
elude every difcoyery which chance might 
ha.ve thrown into my way, and which, in cafe 
of the ieaft miftake, wpuid certainly not have 
efcaped my penetratipn. The myftic tenor 
of every offeer part of his conduct, as well as 
the reaj mature of his relations to Francifqa, 
} refplved to leave to time and more favour.- 
$bk circum&inces. 

But 
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But what fufferinga did flail await mc?^ 
The charms of Elmira began to fade vifibiy 
x binder she paseffure of her languifliing com- 
plaint. Sht was now become fo extremely 
fcebk, a« to be no longer able to rife from 
feer bed. I feldom left her even for a mo- 
ment, and every care which marital tender- 
nefs cwW beftow, every fkill which phyfical 
aid could difplay, were vainly Iavifhed on 
her defperate cafe. In fine, ^ violent he- 
jnerchage put a ftop to the remainder of her 
fufferi^g exiftence, hardly leaving her time 
enough to commend our little Amados 
to my paternal love, to embrace me, and 
kifs off with her lafi: breath my fighs and 
tears. 

The poor little babe too feemed, alas ! to 
want my care no more. He had fucked in 
th& mortal poifon with his mother's milk. 
Lying conftantly by her fide on the bed, he 
had folicitoufly endeavoured to difpcl the 
awful (hades of approaching death, by hi^ 
foqd and innocent carefTes. But when he 
found her tongue mute to his fweet prattle ; 
when he faw her eyes clofed to eternal fleep^ 
i • . I 4 v>hcn 
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when her eloquent mien could tell him no 
more how infinitely flie cheriftied him; when 
all his attempts to roufe her from that deep 
(lumber proved fruklefs : when he beheld me 
in a ftatc of defperate fiupefallion, and AU 
fonfo, the maid and all our neighbours in 
tears, he appeared to become fcnfible, that 
his dear mother had bid him an everlafting 
adieu. The poor little orphan could not 
weep; he would frequently hide his glowing 
face in my lap and alk : " When will mam- 
ma awake? Is Ihe angry with us? Why don't 
(he anfwer, papa?"— My filent grief told 
him enough, and he comprehended it by 
degrees.— And when he heard, that fhe would 
foon be borne away from his fight, he ran 
with all the eagernefs of diftrefs into the 
garden, and fhortly after came back with a 
nofegay of her favourite jeffamines, which 
he fiuck, as his laft farewell on her uncon- 
fcious bofom. 

Oft have I furprifed him afterwards, lin- 
gering penfive on the flowery beds, culling 
the expanded rofes, and fcattcring their leaves, 
as if they could charm no more, on the wings 

of 
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of the fleeting breeze. Sometimes when I 
was with him, he would pluck a nofegay, 
divide it confcientioufly into equal fhares, 
and prefent one half to me ; but then he hung 
his head, and of the other half, flower a£- 
ter flower, dropt from his hands. He fob- 
bed aloud, pickt them up again, and with a 
trembling arm held them towards the iky, 
becaufe Elmira had told him, (he lhould one 
<3ay afcend thither. Thus withered gradually 
the blofTom of a once bleft union, and two 
moons had not quite revolved over mv de- 
voted head, than this darling of my foul 
was entombed with his mother in the fame 
grave. 

■ The few friends, whom I had gained in 
the vicinage of my defolate cot, did all they 
could to foothe my forrow. Their kind of- 
fices were not mifbeftowed, fmce I faw my- 
felf not quite abandoned to folitude. By fe- 
veral innocent fetes they imperceptibly re- 
vived my languid fpirits, and by manly and 
falutary conventions, relieved my mind from 
the heavy load that mull otherwife have 
cruihed it. ■ 

. I 5 I mar- 

* * 
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I married Juana, (this was the name of 
the girl whom my ever tq be lamented wife 
had adopted as a companion and a friend) to 
an honeft farmer, and intending to quit the 
cottage whofe prefence never ceafpd to re- 
trace the painful picture of my paft happi- 
nefs, I refigned it to her as a portion, with 
all its appurtenances. The boon was re*- 
ceived with gratitude, and long have its 
haunts refounded with bleGings on the donor, 

I derived the greateft comfort from the 
papers Elmira had left behind her; from 
them I perceived for the firft tij»e, aH the 
extent of the lofs I had fiiftained in that ex- 
cellent woman. I was very eager to get 
poffeffion of them, the mqunent I oould, with 
propriety, do it. It wqs this eagernffs that 
faved them, as attempts had been made by 
my invifible perfecutors to deprive me erf" 
this valuable depofit. But the fecurity of 
my locks bade defiance to a flight attack, 
and they wanted perhaps time or inclination, 
to make a more forcible attempt. x On the 
fame evening I paid the laft* funeral rites to 
my deceafed wife, I perufed and burnt them 
all the next morning. My memory keeps faith- 

fully 
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fully ftored every memorable part of their con* 
tents, and no human being could forthwith 
interpofe between me and Elmira. 

- 

CHAP. XIII. 

* 

• • ■ 

iWILL now proceed to give a faithful 
extract of that part of Elmira's hiftory 4 
and ' ufe as far as a lively imagination per- 
mits it, her pwn expreflions. 

I awoke, half infenfible, from that 
long fwoon, and found jnyfelf in a coffin. 
Several others ftood about me, and the pu^ 
trefcent exhalations of the vault; were thp 
firft impreffion my fenfes received. A pale 
glimmering lamp hung from the middle of 
the dread abode, and keenly penetrated mv. 
mind with all its concomitant terrors. , 
. cc An awful fituation I I knew npr what 
to do. Was I to call out for help, or quiet- 
ly wait the iflue? The lamp told me, I was 
in a place not intinjly forfaken by men, and 
a general laflitude and relaxation pf ftrength, 
were the next torturing fepfation I felt f But 
th?y would not leave me time for long re^ 

.16 fledion, 
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fleftion. Soon I heard fomc voices ap- 
proaching from a gallery, whofe opening 
I could faintly defcry. I could even under- 
ftand the topic and expreflions of their talk. 
Some abufed the inhuman cruelty of Don 
Carlos ; others condemned my imprudence ; 
while a few excufed me, faying it was very 
natural for a weak female to become under fi- 
milar circumftances, the victim of an artful 
and confummate villain. After a ftoppage 
of feveral minutes at the farther end of the 
gallery, I faw a train of perfons of both 
fexes, file off through the avenue, and en- 
ter the vault with piteous and fympathizing 
faces. Some were carrying candles, phials 
and glaffes, others bore linen and other ar- 
ticles of female vefture. Looking about at 
the glare of reinforced light, I faw myfelf 
wrapt up in woollen, and feveral vafes Hand- 
ing around me. 

u When they difcovered me fitting ereft 
in the bier, they uttered feveral fliouts of 
joy. In a few feconds they changed the 
fhroud into a neat and comfortable drefs, 
removed me into a fpacious and airy apart- 
ment, 
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ment, where I was put into a warm and 
veil-perfumed bed. Decency made the 
greater part of my vifitors retire, leaving 
only two women who (laid with me, till I 
had quite recovered. 

Cf They then congratulated me on my de- 
liverance, and praifcd God for having made 
them the inftruments of his divine benefit. 

— u Thank Heaven with us, my Lady/* 
began one of them, " for having been refcued 
from hands at once cruel and perfidious, to 
fall into ours." 

— " What cruel and perfidious hands do 
you mean? 0 returned I with aftonifliment. 

— <c Thofe of your pretended lover, Don 
Carlos de Grandez." 

— cc Hold thy calumnious tongue, wretch- 
ed creature/' interrupted I, <c and diftil not 
thy poifon on a name I adore V 9 

" Not fo warm, my Lady," replied fhe 
quite coolly ; cf it will only require a few days 
to convert you to our opinion. We all are 
members of a fociety, who make it their 
duty to relieve the fuffering and the wretch- 
ed, and to obliterate, if poflible, the very re- 

• 
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colle&ion of their misfortunes- — and, indeed, 
my Lady, we thought ourfclves entitled to 
yourbeft thanks.".— 

f< Circumftanced as I was, what anfwer 
could I have made to the vile tools of a my- 
fterious vengeance, after fuch a declaration? 
I was filcnt, and having refojved to keep all 
my ideas and thoughts to myfelf, only be- 
came their fport, without rcferve. It was 
evident, in whofe hands I had fallen, and 
what I had heard of the myftic Cabal on my 
nuptial day, now prefented itfelf in ftronger 
colors to my mind. Without being able to 

0 

dive to the bottom of the fenfe of this phe- 
nomenon, its flight concatenation of refults, 
was enough to corroborate the truth of my 
€onjc<flures. 

u If there was a fingle refource left, to 
difentangle myfelf from their fnarcs, it could 
only be fuch an one, as they had not the 
leaft fufpicion of my meditating. I feign,. 
ed therefore to become gradually more at- 
tentive and yielding to their various infinua- 
tions, I fecmed, without affectation, to alter 
my mind, and if 1 fgught folitude, they only 

fancied 
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fancied it would prove the mare aufpicious 
jp their defign*. Witb inward reluctance I 
embraced all the plans they propofed to di- 
vert me, and make me forget as they call- 
ed .him a treacherous, diffipated hulband. 
A light fort of fprightlinefs, which I never 
fufFered to border on petulance, gave a var- 
nifh of nature to my new modelled deport- 
ment, and fortified them in their preemp- 
tion, while it gave me hopes of feizing fome 
lucky moment, when being lefs guarded, I 
might deceive their vigilante and give them 
the flip. . 

" Meanwhile a crowd of very f gay ladies 
and gentlemen came to pay me frequent 
vifits. At laft they pcrfuaded me to ac- 
company them on a nightly excurfion to an 
adjacent manor-houfe, which, on my arrival, 
they told me, was deftined to be my tem- 
porary refidence. The locality was, indeed, 
charming, and the garden large and arranged 
with tafte. Walking became, therefore, my 
principal paltime and amufement. Although 
j never was without company, or at leaft 
without attendants, who kept an eye upon 
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me at a diftance, and the happv period of 
my deliverance was yet perhaps very remote, 
ftill I occupied myfelf with a variety of plans, 
to bring it imperceptibly nearer. 

cc At the fame time care was taken to 
keep off every thing that could render me 
irkfome. Rural fetes, the freedom of a fe- 
led company of flattering and infinuating 
women and amiable young men, were to 
finifh with laughter and graces what had 
been planned and begun under fuch fcrious 
circumftances. AH breathed a general, half- 
apparent and delicately concealed effort to 
pleafe me, and to anticipate my wiflies be- 
fore they even exifted. 

cr There actually were moments, in which 
I felt myfelf led, as it were by enchant- 
ment, to return their friendly advances. I 
became more candid, and had not the few 
hours of their vigilance weakened the im- 
prcffion of thofc of their afliduity and un- 
remitting attention, I could fcarce have de* 
fended myfelf from yielding to a delirium 
w hich muft have plunged me into everlafting 
mifcry. , 

■ 

u Among 
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c€ Among the young men, who furround- 
ed me, was one of fuch feemingly perfedt ac- 
complifhments, both of pcrfon and mind, 
of fuch a treacherous and feducing fire, as 
ultimately rendered him pliable to all my 
wifhes. It was he who feemed to be the 
foremoft to make prctenfions to my favor ; 
he only lived in my looks, and was happy 
or unhappy in the various whims and changes 
of my humor. Never were all the arts of 
infidious fedudtion more ftrongly combined 
in one objedt ; each circumftance concurred 
to his advantage ; all that the company faid 
or did, helped to raife and fupport his influ- 
ence, and convinced by time and his invari- 
able folicitude of the genial purity of his 
paflion, I fhould inevitably have fallen in 
the long run, had not a little incident fhatch- 
me for ever from his hopes, and reftored me 
to myfelf and my projefts. : 

He had a fmall Bolognefe lap-dog, and 1 
became fo uncommonly fond of this canine 
charmer, that I oftentimes gave him to under- 
ftand, its poflcflion would be very grateful 
to my liking. At firft he feemed rather un- 
willing 
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willing to part with the favourite «uotfnaI> till 
ope forenoon he promifed to furrqndcr him the 
fame evening. Some time previous to the 
hour in which my vifitors were wont to pay 
me their homage, I took a walk towards tlie 
Jarge bower in the garden, when foftly trip- 
ping behind the verdure, I perceived the 
young fuitor at the entrance of the former, 
tmfily employed with his little dog. Curio- 
sity made me flop and peep through the thick 
foliage, when I obferved him in the aft of 
tying a collar round the creature's neck, and 
having done this part of the bufineft, he kik 
fed him, ibftly whifpering theft words: j 
" Poor Corrulla ; fo you and I muft part for 
A while : but always will I love thee better 
than the prey 1 {hall catch by the means of 
thy decoying." 

Thefe words penetrated my feelings with 
the keennefs of a dagger ; infulted honor bled, 
and offended felf-love called aloud for venge- 
ance : but prudence haftening to my aflift^ 
ance, prevented me from breaking out in a 
forrent of invedHves am j reproaches againft 
the atrocious villain who meditated caching , 

left I 
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lefs than my diftionour and ruin. He fliould 

. , ■ «■ -* . -j . j ^..^ ...» - - ■ - * ' 

have feen an Elmir^ quite different frqm her 
who had hitherto, fo kindly condefcended to 
.permit hjs vifits, bu.t thjsgratuitous difcovery 
by holding up to my reafon all the dangers 
which threatened me, afforded a more falu- 
Xwy leflbn, than.aU the effects refuting from 
the momentary gratification of an hafty re- 
venge, which would.only have ferved to whet 
the malice of an incorrigible mhcreant. 

'« I returned to my apartment, deeply fen- 
fibie of theneceflity of keeping up the appear- 
ances of the part I had began to a<£t. I for- 
. ,jced myfelf back within the limi|* of that pla- 
ced fcrenity, that ingenuous frank nefs and un- 
arming fimplicity, which thofe that know 
me, have always remarked in my real charac- 
ter. The evening came, my fafhipnable vi- 
fijors appeared as ufual, and the defigning 
beau delivered up his lap dog with all the ce- 
remonials that can poffibly attend the furren- 
der of fome great and valuable facrifice. I 
received the gift with all the pleafantnefs of 
- ,cpi$:ious pbligatioRj and with all the airs of 
/sniunerating friendjhjp. The trajterou? fc- 

ducer 
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ducer fmiled contentment and approbation, 
and foon afterwards had the aflurance of claim- 
ing the purpofed reward for his prefent* ' 
But forewarned as I was, opportunities were 
never wanting on my part, to evade his ten- 
der threats and loathfome carefles. 

cc Thus fome weeks again elapfed, without 
my having any greater profped than I had the 
firft day, of effectuating my flight. The danger 
became daily more urgent; I neither knew 
the place nor its environs, and was feldom 
left an hour unguarded. At laft I attempt- 
ed, in the face of a thoufand difficulties, that, 
which und& more favourable circumftances 
I had never felt myfelf bold enough to exe- 
cute. A few minutes previous to a fete that 
was to be given in honour of me, I feized an 
aufpicious moment to deceive the vigilance 
of my keepers, went into the garden, where 
by means of a rope-ladder, I afcended a wal- 
nut-tree by throwing the rope over one of its 
lowermoft branches, and removing the ladder, 
climbed up as high as I could towards the 
top, and hid myfelf in the thick green of its 
* leaves. Soon after a folemn proceflion of my 

myftic 
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myftic hofts drew near the fpot where a throne 
was ere&ed for me to receive them, but the 
bird had fled, and I had the pleafure, from 
my loftier feat to witnefs their rage, their 
difappointment and unfuccefsful fearches. 

rc Late at night, I defcended from the tree 
by the fame operation which I had ufed to 
get up to it. A fmall path foon led me to a 
village, at the diftance of feveral leagues from 
my late refidence, where darknefs and chance 
farther favoured me in my enterprize. 

" Here I exchanged my cloathes, blacken- 
ed my face, and made my way begging to 
the next town, where I flopped to procure my- 
felf the means neceflary for defraying the ex- 
pences of my journey through the reft of Spain 
to France. 

u It is a circumftance neceflary to be men- 
tioned here, that my own jewels and thofe 
which Don Carlos prefentcd me with on my 
wedding-day at St. Jago, had been given by 
the latter, on my fuppofed death, to the Su- 
perior of the monks, for prayers to be faid by 
the fathers for the repofe of my departed foul. 
Thefe jewels had been reftored to me, foon 

after 
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after* my fe^rfeftion iH the vault, jtfolbabiy 
through the ihfluelicd df thd dabal, tfifft 
whom that chief Of holy fViars, ^as nd ddufof 
leagued. I had taken them \iith me the mol 
ment f \Verit' to make my efcape, arid difpo- 
llng of fome of them at the flrft'towil I fetch- 
ed in riiy flight, ttie produce' inrridtfey tfas' 
amply fufficierit' to ahfvt'er cVety exigency in 
the farther prdfecutioh of my 'jotlf rtey. IndW 
bought a 'neat travelling-drefs' made'up irt trig 
neweft French fafhion, arid On my fafe arrival 
at' Marfeilles found a gOod market for the re- 
mainder of my valuables. The fum arifirig 
from their fale enabled me to purchafe this 
rural retreat, where nothing more than the 
prefence of my Carlos is wanting, to termi- 
nate a ftiort life, in the endearing fweets of 
conjugal happinefs and peaceful tranquillity. 

" Many times have I written from this 
place, to my dear Carlos, to his and my 
friends, but no arifwer having ever l>eeh re- 
ceived, I conclude, that my letters thu ft be 
intercepted by the machinations of that ruth- 
lefs Cabal. 1 There is hardly an office of the 
ftate, from the higheft department ..to tBe' 

lowefl, 
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loweft, in which thofe wretches have not ac- 
complices or venal fpies ; this I could colledl 
from the converfation of the company in whofe 
hands I fell after my trance in the manfion of 
the dead. 

cr I have no doubt, but their diabolical 
art had made them infufe feme poifon in the 
feftive nuptial cup, which after I had quaffed 
it to implore happinefs oh our union, yielded 
flowly the dreadful effeft of a lethargic 
flumber, made to imitate diflblution and 
to occafion this cruel parting. From the 
feme fourCe, I have alfo been able to 
learn, on overhearing them in their fecret 
haunts, that while my Carlos was lying fenfe- 
lefs on the floor, dilirious from the grief oc- 
cafioned by fo fudden a lofs, the monfters 
fubftituted a putrid corpfe in lieu of my body 
to haften the burial. 

Cf I am well aware, that my return to Spain 
after deceiving thofe relentlefs ftrangers, 
would be inftant death to me, perhaps with- 
out feeing once more a cherifhed hufband, 
for whofe fake I fhould have braved fuch a 

danger. The duty and care 1 owe to his in- 
fant, 
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fant, and the fickly ftate of my health, bid 
me (lay in this lonely retreat, where I am writ-, 
ing this hiftory for his information. To fend 
it to Spain would be folly, as the manufcript 
would {hare the fame fate as the many letters 
I have written to him already. Two years 
longer will I wait, to fee, if by fome unfore- 
feen accident, none of my correfpondence 
will fall into his hands, and make him fly to 
cheer the melancholy which warps the de- 
cline of haplefs days— (hould this laft hope, 
like fo many others, be fruftrated— or fhould 
death fnatch me from this world, before the 
expiration of the limited term — I hereby fo- 
lemnly conjure the municipal officers of this 
place, to give all the publicity they can to 
thefe memoirs, in the journals and news-pa- 
pers of France and Spain, in order that my 
dear hufband, Don Carlos de Grandez, may 
learn thefe details fo interefting to his honor, 
his peace and happinefs." 

Thefe are the pofthumous remains of the 
hiftory of my beloved, faithful and never to 
be forgotten Elmira. How wonderful are the 
turns of human fate ! How much reafon did 

not 
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not I find here, had I been the greateft infidel 
living, to adore and admire the wifdom of 
an all-dirc&ing Providence ! 

CHAP. XIV. 

HAVING fulfilled the duties of a huf- 
band and a father, 1 prepared to per^ 
form thofe of friendfhip. Predetermined to 
quit an abode, which incefiantly retraced to 
my mind the inftability of mortal happinefs, 
mingled with its bittereft recollections, I pre- 
pared to join the two friends who had, as I 
ftated elfewhere, preceded me to Paris. 
When we laft parted, it had been mutually 
agreed on between us, that fhould any unfore- 
fecn otalacle prevent or retard my journey, to 
apprize them of it, by addreffing a letter to be 
left at the Spanifli Ambaflador's at Paris. 
Unfortunately, amidft the tranfports of my 
meeting again with a beloved wife, I had for- 
got this promife, which did not return to my 
mind, till the fatal conferences arifing from 
• Vol. L K in/ 
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tJ^blQ. 

Having prepared every thing foe. my de- 
parture to the French metropolis, I fent off a ' 
letter to my friends, apologizing in the ftrong- 
cft terms for my involuntary breach of pro- 
mife, and informing them, that I would be 
at the Spgnifti Ambafl&dor's in, F^ris, three 
weeks at-faftheft from the date of my notice, 
*equefting> at the fame time* an immediate: 
anfwer by return of pod. 

Haying myfelf put this letter into the pod 
office at Marfeilles, gotten every thing ready 
to fet out, and taken an afte&ionate leave of 
t)ie fmajl circle of neighbours and friends* 
what, wa# my farprife,— when I received the 
following anf#er fromi the Spanifti Ambaffa- 
ijor himfelf : 

" Sennor, 
« YOUR friends are returned- to Spain* 
" where news of the mod important nature 
" await you. Without entering into fulier 
" particulars, which would doubtlefs prove 
H afflitf ing, I have only to requeft, that on 

" receipt 

•v 
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" tetfe^t 4? tfcg pftffchf Ith^^i win efhbSrlt 
« in tH6 !Mf flKp" fluft fftAn Marfeiftei 
« tb S^aft It ilf ftfe uftlefr for jteii to 
« ^af¥6 f titfrc M ^ritittg W nie foi- fehhW «i 
f r dair6iirc:m^ni!si afe I dc*fn it! iric6hfiftferi* 
tC ^ith tfie regaAf I iVer tHtertained for yoUr 
" houfe and yburftlf, ta give therft. All I 
Cf can now tell you, is, that you arc fup^bfed 
<c to be dead in your own country, and that 
ff to remove this conjecture, fo unfavorable 
ff to your affairs, it will be beftto Ihow your- 
cc felf there among your friends and the liv- 
ff ing. 

u I am, with due xiefpeA yours, &C* 

Otir Ambaffador, who was then at the 
cburt of Verfailies, was a diftant relatibh Hp 
my mdther's, and a grdat well-wifher to our 
family ill general. I had tKerefore no reafoii 
tb hefitate in cortiptyirig with his requifition,! 
ahd fpeeding immediately td Marfeillea, found 
a fhip ready to fet fail to Cadifc the next 
day, the Wind being juft then vbry fteady and 
favorable. Having fettled for my paffitge, I: 
\vfcht on Hbard early the next morning, and 
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at noon had cleared the land and loft fight of 
it, fcudding fad before a profperous gale. 

I reached Cadiz, after a paffage, the fhorteft: 
perhaps ever known, and walking up the 
principal ftreet leading to and from the har- 
bor, had the mortification to fee the follow- 
ing advice or hand-bill ftuck up, at fome of 
its corners : 

"PROCLAMATION. 

" Cadiz, March 23, 1796. 

« WHEREAS a moll (hocking, inhuman 
an d barbarous murder has been committed 
fome time in the courfe of this inftant month 
on the road between this city and Medina 
Sidonia, on the body of Don Carlos de Gran- 
dez, a Marquis and Grandee of this kingdom, 
lately refident at Alcantara, in the province 
0 f Eftramadura, and on taking due judicial 
jnquifition on the faid body, it has been dif- 
fered wiih its hands and feet cut off, and 
fo much disfigured with wounds, gafhes, 
hruifes and blood, as hardly to be cogniza- 
ble 
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hie, and ftript of all ks clothes, money, ef- 
feds, &c. except a waiftcoat, containing a 
card with the name of Don Carlos dc Gran- 
der engraved on it, and a fine (hirt of Hol- 
land linen, marked with the initials D. C. G* 
furmounted with a Marquis's coronet, both 
of which are depofited in the town-hall of thi* 
city : 

' " We, the Corregidor, the Magitfrafesr, 
Councillors and others, the officers judiciary 
of this Royal City and Sea-port, in .order to 
promote the ends of public juftice,. do hereby 
promife and award to every one and all, who» 
may or rtiall difcover or detain, or caufe to 
be difcovered or detained, one, feveral, or 
all of the parties concerned in that diabolical 
ad, fo that it may be the means of him, her, 
or them being brought to condign punifli- 
ment, a Reward of Four Thoufand hard Pif- 
toles, in lawful currency of this realm, to be 
paid on convidion of each or every one of 
thefe atrocious aflaflins, by the Royal Bant 
of St. Carlos, at Madrid. 

t( One moiety of the faid Reward will alfe>> 
be giveto, beficlefr a free grant of the King's 

< » *. K J TOO- 
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^oft gracious pardon, any tfu-tyqr accom- 
plice, in the mur^r, (fkve fucji perfpn or 
perfan* who aftuajiy commuted itj) qn giy- 
ing fuch information as may tend to ttyetjif- 
.coyery and appre^nWof $e orders. 

... . ! , i t . 

f By his Maje#y> Sp^iaj tefffffflfa, , 

« DELAS9UIE^AS, 

Jf J^ng Live the King L 

. . . • * 

Without Ipfing a moment's t#ne, I un- 
packed and opened a trunk tq tajteout (orty; 
. nccefiary. papers, a.od waited on DpnDeJaf- 
quierras, the worthy cprregidqr, to kienHfy 
V \y perfpn wb-to requeft Ijiim tq tafce the 
. ufual fteps to reypke the prodamatiqn, an*i 
undeceiye. the public ixfippfting die. ( hqrj»fi 
Wtmpr qf my affaffination,. .,, i ,* ,■; : r.i .*, . t 
His worAiip, \vhqfe jp»aj^%gyi$e*£ tfcc 
»HIPBfW»ce pf 9, aiajv fup#oJs£ tP h*re 
been murdered, exceed^ al^ bound§; prq,. 
mjfqd to. pay imroep!iate^en^pft ; to .roy de- 
mand, and ha^ng ftatfd tfc:J?gB $6vfeC5* 

, particulars 
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particular* and adventures of my journey 
gave me the following account refpe&ing 
this furpriflng c^fe and my own femily corw 
cerns : 

— fC It is your mother/* &id he* cf who 
on receiving the affti&ive tidings of your 
death, fent the reward of four thoufand pif- 
toles, offered in the proclamation, which has 
been iflucd and fixed up in the public placfca 
of every city and town throughout the king- 
dom. I am grieved to inforiti yoa, that the 
poor lady has died fince of a broken heart, 
leaving Don Antoriioi your friend, fole exe- 
cutor of her toft will, and the eilat€fe belong- 
ing either to her or you. 

* As your family gave information, that 
at the time the btoody cataftrophb wa[s fup- 
pofed to have been committed, you had fet 
out to Paris, to meet two friends, Don Fer- 
nandos di Abengha and Eton Bernardo, Who 
had gone thkher before you, the rnagiftratcs 
©f this city and Alcantara, thought proper to 
prefer this circunvftance to Don Florida da 
Bkinca, the Prime Minifter of State,, who* 
ttaaftnitted an official difpatch to our Am- 

K 4 baflador 
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baffador at Paris, requefting the French go- 
vernment to deliver up thofe two noblemen 
to the care of his excellency. A meflenger, 
accompanied by two Alguazils, fet out at the 
fame time, to condudl them hither. The 
French government readily confented to this 
rcquifition, and your friends were conveyed in 
fafe cuftody from Paris to this city, where 
they underwent feveral examinations, in which, 
much to our fatisfadtion, they fully fubflan- 
tiated their innocence, fo that not the leaft 
fufpicion could remain on their charader. 
Their whole deportment, their grief, their 
anxiety to have the moft rigorous refearches 
made, did away every idea of culpability: 
and, as a farther proof of their honor and in- 
tegrity, they voluntarily offered to remain in 
cuftody, till farther difcoveries refpe&ing the 
real perpetrators of this horrid crime fhould 
be made. This propofal, however, we thought 
ourfelves unwarranted to accept. Not con- 
tented with the moft honorable acquittal 
from all fufpicion and reality of guilt, they, 
of their own accord bound themfelves, 
under forfeiture of life and property, not to 

quit 
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quit the kingdom, till fome more fatrsfa&ory 
ecclairciflements refpe£ing the perpetrators of 
the foul deed ftiould have been made. 

€l They have not left their eftates, till fome 
time, in the beginning of this month, when 
owing to the adtive and conftant exertions of 
Don Antonio, two fervants, who formerly 
lived with him and had been difcharged for 
an aflault committed upon you, were appre- 
hended on fufpicion of being the murderers, 
owing to fome threatening and malicious 
Mords which they at various times and places 
uttered againft you, on account of having loft 
their places. Their landlord and feveral other 
perfons have informed againft them ; they are 
in the prifons of the inquifition at Alcantara, 
and, thank God ! you are arrived to fave the 
poor fellows, as it muft otherwife have gone 
very hard with them. The informers have, I 
underftand, applied for the reward, which has 
wifely been refufed till conviction. I will 
immediately write to the Corregidor of Al- 
cantara to defire him to give orders that the 
fetters of the fuppofed delinquents be ftruck 
... K 5 off, 
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off, and truft, you will lofe no titae to bring* 
them liberty and indemnity.*' i • • •? 

• » • 

Suffering a thouiand pangs that inno- 
cence ftiould thus be involved in guilty I told 
his worfhip, that I would inftantly fly to ef- 
fedl their deliverance and make themev-ery 
compenfation my fortune would allow. He 
applauded my juftice and generality, and hav- 
ing paid all neceflary fees antf expences, I 
took leave of him, with a thoufand thanks 
for his candor and ample information. * • 

Diftradted at the lofs of aa excellent mo- 
ther, flung with remorfe at the harfh and ig- 
nominious treatment of my bofom friends^ 
agonizing with the horrid idea of the , unme- 
rited fufferings of two other innocent men, 
what language is ftrong enough, to paint thq 
emotions of my heart I I darted through the 
ftreets like a maniac to procure poft-horfes, 
and kaving Alfonfo to follow me with the 
luggage, fped away for Alcantara. 

'* * .a 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 



T^TOT WITHSTANDING the muleteer 
made the utmoU difpatch poflible, I 
thought my journey from Cadiz to Alcantara 
the flfrweft I ever made. On my arrival, I 
flew immediately to the Corregidor, to ob- 
tain the releafe of two innocent men, con^ 
demned to the horrors of a? dungeon, and 
loaded with the galling chains of fuppofed 
criminality. He received me with aftonifh- 
ment, and heard my tale with fullen rcmorfe* 
f< You come too late, Don Carlos/' faid the 
judge, " one of the viciims of prefumptive 
guilt is no more. Twice he was put to : the 
tormenting rack, and fuffered his body to be 
lacerated by the whip of the executioner, 
and his limbs to be forced out of joint; by the 
fatal machine: (till perfifting in the fotemn 
profeflion of 'his innocence. During the third 
performance of tne torture, nature yielded* 
and with bis laft' dying groan, he faid: f I 
am innocent i # *—He has left a wife arid three 

K 6 children 
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children without fupport, who will have to 
bewail this legal murder. As to the other un- 
happy man, he has been once put to the tor- 
ture, which had fuch an effedton his frame, that 
an immediate repetition of the cruel procefs, 
would doubtlefs put an end to his exiftence. By 
the advice of the furgeon of the prifon, he has 
been refpited for three weeks, and though 
you are come to reftore his liberty, I am 
afraid it will be but of little comfort to him, 
as he is already made a cripple for life. What 
a Ihocking reflexion for a judge, that he has 
himfelf committed the crime of murder, 
which with a miftaken zeal, and authorized 
by the form of barbarous laws, he only intend- 
ed to punifh. Though thefe abfolve me from 
all guilt, yet how criminal and remorfeful do 
I ftand at the fhrine of violated humanity ! I 
am inconfolable, Sir, and begin to deteft the 
office, which defeating the ends of real juftice, 
conftitutes me the lawful tormentor of thofe 
of my fellow-creatures who innocently incur 
the fufpicion of crime." 

" Worthy Magiftrate," interrupted I, 
u fuch delicate and humane feelings, in the 

bofom 

* 
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bofom of a man that holds fo ftern and rigor- 
ous a charge as you do ; a charge the exercife 
of which is apt to nip every germ of pity, 
and to ftecl the heart againft the fcft fenfa- 
tions infpired by the fight of the fuffering 
wretch — fuch feelings excite my admiration 
and double my reverence. But I cannot 
join in condemning you, for having been the 
involuntary author of the deftrudHon of an 
innocent perfon, fince your motives were 
pure, and the circumftances fuch as baffled 
all human caution and forefight. You are 
bound to execute the laws, which, if they be 
cruel or infufficient throw all the cenfure and 
refponfibility on thofe only that enavfted them, 
and not on the inferior functionary, that has 
neither the power to amend, nor to abrogate. 
The cafe of the two unfortunate fufferers is 
(hocking beyond defcription, but the whole 
rcmorfe ought to bear on their denunciators, 
and in the firft inftance, on the execrable 
villains, who expofed the dead and mangled 
body with fuch falfe marks and appearances 
as to reprefent me. I will cheerfully give 
one half of my fortune, if any of the inven- 
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tors of that diabolical fcheme can be difctt*- 
vered, and do intreat your worftiip to circu- 
late notices to this purport ail over Spain. 
As to the family of the unfortunate man that is? 
now dead, I will make a fuitable proviliotfc 
for them for life. Nor will I neglect-to make 
amends to his furviviog companion, whofe 
releafe I beg you will now figa and permit- 
me to deliver it to him." 

The Corregidor inftantly complying withi 
ipy requeft, I haftened to, the prifon, to. em- 
brace the unhappy, objed: of unmerited pu- 
niihment, and to acquaint! him j with his de- 
liverance. Being admitted iota the dreary* 
cell in which he was confined, I wa*fb over- 
whelmed wufo paiivai the fight of his mifeca^ 
ble condition, , that I had juft time to. rufh 
into his arms, and exclaim in half broken ac- 
cents, rf My. deap friend, you. are free be- 
fore I fainted. The. moment I recovered, 
the poor fellow was kneeling before me, quite 
tr,anfpptted with joy at the unexpected news 
of his. liberty, which Was confirmed to him 
by, the goaler himfelf who had attended me 
tQ thfi, duugeo^ <*$ifi|." cried * thou, 

injured 
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injured man, -it is f who ought to kneel to 
you, inftead of your kneeling to me." I 
now told him the whole cafe refpefting the 
pretended murder, and the happy viciflitude 
by which he was refcued from a cruel and 
ignominious death; adding, that I would 
fettle an annuity upon him, fufficient for him 
to live in comfortable independence for the 
remainder of his days. His gratitude feemed 
boundlefsi and having given him my purft 
with all its contents for a temporary ftipply, 
I took leaye of him, and fent my own car- 
riage to convey him to one of the principal 
inns- of the city, to ftay there to recruit his 
health and fpirits, till he fhould have fixed 
on fome place of refidence. I then went to 
the widow of his deceafed companion, to ad- 
minifter unto her all the confolation my elo- 
quence could beftow, and to bring her all 
the relief that- might be required. Attended 
by one of the runners of the prifon, I entered 
an old mean houfe in the fuburb, and was 

v i 

cpnduj&ed to a garret, where a heart-rending 
jfecne again prefented itfelf to my view ! 

A young 
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A young woman, wan and pale with difl 
trefs, was ftretched out by illnefs and want 
on a litter of dirty ftraw, while three helplefs 
children, provoked by famine, furrounded her 
piercing her ears with the cry of Cf bread I M 
The craving looks of this miferable family 
plainly fpoke, that, they had been without 
this neceflary article for fome time, nor was 
there the leaft crumb of it to be found in 
their defolate (bed. A large pitcher of water, 
befides the ftraw, was all that was left of 
moveable property; an unfeeling landlord 
having a few days before feized the very bed 
of the wretched mother, to pay the arrears 
of the rent which had been owing ever fince 
her ill-fated hufband's confinement. His un- 
happy fate had not only overwhelmed her 
with grief and difeafe, but both the world 
and the world's law had ceafed to befriend 
her. Sharing the unmerited infamy of her 
hulband, (he had found, wherever fhe ap- 
plied for relief, the gates of pity and charity 
fliut againft her, and her guiltlefs offspring ; 
fuch are the effcjds of barbarous prejudice in 
every country not fufficiently enlightened 

with 
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with the torch of reafon, or warmed with 
the beneficent glow of univerfal philanthro- 
py. I was all feeling, when I heard the dik 
aftrous tale of this unhappy mother, and 
pouring the balm of comfort into the deep 
wounds her fuffering bread had received, 
gladdened her maternal heart with the promife 
of ample and inftant relief, and a decent provi- 
fion to fupport her children and felf. In or- 
der to give a prompt effed: to my promife, 
in proportion to the exigency of the circum- 
ftances, I put my hand in my pocket to pull 
out fomegold, but found none, as I had already 
beftowed it on the man in the prifon, toge- 
ther with the purfe that contained it. Un- 
willing however, that their fufferings of which 
I confidered myfelf as a diftant caufe, (hould 
unneceflarily be prolonged, even for a mo- 
ment, I took a diamond ring off my finger, 
and begged my condudor to go and pledge 
it. Having waited his return I remitted the 
produce to the widowed parent, informing , 
her at the fame time, that in a few days I 
would put her in pofTeflion of a farm on one 
of my eftates, and fettle an annuity upon her 

. and 



Digitized by Google 



2IO 



THE GENIUS 



and her children. Having received her moft 
fervent bleflings, I took my leave of her* 
deeply moved with this horrid fcenc of hu- 
man affliction. 

Thus I fpent the three firft hours tfter my 
arrival at Alcantara in the deliverance of one 
innocent man, and in making to the relid: of 
another, that had perifhed unjuftly* fome 
fort of compenfation for the cruel and irro^ 
parable lofs (he had fuftained. Such were 
the laws which humanity prefcribed to my 
conduft, and which, in my opinion* ought 
always to outweigh the fecondary confidera- 
tions of friendship and polite cuftom. The 
genteel and the ceremonious will wonder, 
why I did not firft vilit my friends ; but I 
will anfwer them, that where the life of the 
innocent is at ftake, humanity juftly claims 
our firft care, and as juftly fuperiedes the 
office* of fricndftiip. To have zufted other- 
wife, would have been fixing an indelible 
ftigma of remorfe upon my coiifcience. My 
friends were perfeftly fafe, they neither fu£- 
fered from want nor froro ihe galling chains 
of imprifonment, while, on iht other hand, 

I knew: 
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J kjiew innocence hovering on the brink of 
.deftrudion for my £ke. 

I now went fo my mother's lajte manfion, 
where on my approach, the efoujcheon hung 
put ini$s front, p^nfuljy comvincfd me of 
its being defertcd hy if s refpedecj and beloved 
tenant, I knocked j ft grange fa?vant open- 
ed tjie door, and having enquired after 
Ppn Antonio, was informed that wfts 

VP flairs, 

I defoed the man to, announce kn.roedjalft- 
hF & s niafter the arrival of Don Carlos de 
Grandez, his friend, who was fyppofed. to 
have l^een. murdered., Tjie fellow walked up, 
and I followed him gently to the very <fa$r 

s>f the apaflroent.; \ hea«l bjra deliver his 
me(?ige, on which I prepared to enter, when 
mjf friend prevented me by eagerly flying to 
.the door and ruining into my arms. The 
circymftances and fen/atians attending fuah a 
meeting ar&ibetter paffed ovei in fitenee, as 
they beggar all the powers of language, fciav* 

ing refined for fome time in mute, rapture* 

J dioUU I could to rouse him from hisafr 

«ftniftw?m^ relaiaeg every pa.r skukx oX 

my 
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my late adventures and the fuppofed murder* 
Hardly able to articulate his words, he ex- 
prefled his regret at the fate of the unhappy 
fufFerers, and feemed to be extremely agita- 
ted with grief and remorfe. I told him, 

• 

what I had done for the relief of the furvi ving 
innocent man, and of the family of him 
that was dead. AIM could fay, had but lit- 
tle effed: on compofing his perturbed fpirits, 
and the only confolation he felt, was, as he 
told me, his having an ample fortune, which 
allowed him to make fome amends to thofe 
cruelly injured perfons, which he afterwards 
did, in the fame proportion I had already 
done. 

He then gave me ample details of the me- 
lancholy death of my mother, who had left a 
will, conftituting Alfonfo, my fervant and 
guide, fole heir of the bulk of our property. 
" I was prefent," faid Don Antonio, fC when 
this will was made ; and remoriftrated againft 
a munificence which I condemned as ill-bef- 
towed, urging at the fame time in fupport of 
my argument, that Alfonfo, according to 
appearances* might be fufpeded as the author, 

or 
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or at leafl: an accomplice in the crime, fince 
he had abfconded, and that had he been faith- 
fill, he muft have been found murdered with his 
mailer. But all my logic could not difliiade 
her from the resolution fhe had taken, and (he 
declared on her death-bed, that any one who 
fhould harafs Alfonfo with legal purfuits, 
would be the enemy of her name and family, 
as fhe was convinced, from reafons not to be 
divulged, of his incorruptible honor and in- 
tegrity. A claufe was then inferted in the 
will, unknown to me, by which I was tofuc- 
ceed to your property, and the remainder to 
be diftributed in charitable donations, if Al- 
phonfo fhould not make his appearance. 
Meanwhile I was appointed executor in con- 
cert with the Governor of this city. This 
will, by her directions, was opened imme- 
diately after the burial of her remains, which 
were depofited clofe to the fuppofed murder- 
ed body, in your family vault. I have now 
to lament, that I left diredlions with the cor- 
regidors of all the principal cities and towns 
to detain Alfonfo wherever he fhould be found. 
I hope my friendfhip will plead my excufe, 

lince 
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fince the rtyfteridte aitbhttic^r dt yttii mW; 
ther, did hot afford rtle raffitie'rit r&fbfl hot * 
to try fuch art expedient to gain the ehdS tit 
public juftice. Mf fofpiciori woiiftTalfo'ttirvd ' 
fallen upon fraricifcl attd Dbft £edto, the lat- 
ter of whom returned to his wife the day af- 
ter your departure, and is lince gbne with 
her to Mexico, where he holds the office Of 
Comptroller, by the Ring's owri itorriinitton 
and appointment. I lhali now fehd for the 
Governor, and Dbfts Fcrtiandos^ arid Berttar- 
dos, Who have ftiffeted ffltifcli for your fake, 
but whofe friehdfhip will dtem itfelf fuffrci- 
ently rewarded by feeing you again. 

I embraced rriy Antonio arid thanking hirti' 
with tearsi we puffed feverai Hotirs in filth 
important con verfation, as had efcaiped us be- 
fore. SoOft after iny two friends' ekmfc, arid' 
the reft of the day glided a WAy in joyful iSp- 
ture* W this Unexpected meeting. At riight, 
the g&vernor alfo came, wheh being made' 
acquainted with the whole of rriy mir villous 
ftory, the will ahd executbrfhip were formal- 
ly cancelled ahd retfgfted to me. It was ndf 
till early itt the morrtirig whett iriy friend* 

retired. 
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retired, after which Don Antonio and I can- 
tinued togethfcr to fettle the neceflary fum$ 
deftined for the maintenance of the releafed 
innocent man, the widow, and her orphan 
children. This done,, we both betook our-' 
ftdtves to reft. 



CHAP. XVI. 

nr^HIS reft, if it deferve the name, was to- 
tally interrupted by the moft painful 
eonfiderations of the paft. I only afcribed 
the invention of the murder to the myftic 
cabal, who> to be revenged on my ftubborn 
and indocile condu#, thought it expedient 
by that fcheme to bring the grey hairs of my 
mother with forrow to the grave, and by 
throwing in virtue of her laft teftament, all 
my property into the hands of ftrangers, 
hoped by involving me in temporary confufion, 
to compel me to have recourfe to their odious 
councils. The accefs which both Francifca 
and her hufband had to my villa during my 
abfencc, not only fumiftied them with fre- 
quent 
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qucnt opportunities to feize or (leal fuch cfc 
fe<5ls as the fliirt and the printed card found 
on the mangled corpfe, but even put it in 
their power to alienate articles of a more iden- 
tical defcription to prove the murder, which 
they probably declined taking, as they thought 
thofe ftated above fufficient to anfwer the 
finifter purpofes of my relentlefs enemies. 
Though in the inftance of the two innocent 
domefticks I had reafon to be deterred from 
the very idea of fufpicion, yet I found it im- 
poflible, on this occafion, to banifh it from 
my mind. But it could anfwer no falutary 
end, as the parties fufpedted, had fled out of 
the reach of legal enquiry, and fought their 
abode in a diftant world. The very great 
confidence of my mother in Alfonfo, I con- 
fidcred as the effedl of feminine weaknefs, 
and myfelf fatisfied with his innocence and 
long-tried re&itude, I could not form the 
leaft fuppofition of its fecret motives which a 
more diftant period of time ultimately brought 
to light. 

The day after my arrival was fpent in mak- 
ing application to the inquifitorsand thebijfhop 

of 
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df myidiocdfe, for kavc to haare the bddy of 
the Granger buried in our family vault dif- 
interred, and committed to the ground of *he 
church-yard of our parilh. This was grant- 
ed without difficulty. The next ftep I took 
was, toget)back the reward deposited in the 
bank of St. Carlos, and to idiftribute it, in two 
equal balves £>f two thoufand piftoles-egfch, 
to the furviving, innocent man, ,a&d the wi- 
dow. 

The Corxegidor, agreeable to my requeft, 
alfo iffued a proclamation, tendering the re- 
ward I had promifed for the difcovery of the 
parties who contrived the fcheme of ;the fup- 
pofed murder, but I never obtained any elu- 
cidation .refpedling the matter, to tbis ivfcry 
hour. 

A third -day^ had already elapfed, and, my 
faithful Alfonfo, whom I had every reafon to 
CKpetl: on the feoond, was not yet arrived. 
I xefol ved to fet out . with two of my friends 
in <jueft of hiip, when early in the morning 
of my intended departure, I was awakened 
by my fervants, and dcfired <lo walk down 
into the hall, whore L /found Alfonfo in the 

Vox.. L L cuftody 
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cuftody of two Alguazils, who had efcorted 

him all the way from Medina Sidonia, where 

» 

he had been flopped on fufpicion of being the 
murderer, and conducted to Alcantara to 
clear up all doubts of my being alive. We 
paid the expences attending his convoy, and 
both Don Antonio and I, offered him an 
handfome indemnity in money for the unjuft 
perfecution he had fuffered, but he gene- 
roufly declined the recompence, and beftow- 
ing the highefl* encomiums upon the friend- 
lhip and vigilant love of juftice of Don An- 
tonio, declared, that under fimilar circum- 
ftances, had he been Don Antonio, he would 
have ftri&ly adled in the fame manner. 

At this jundlure Count Selami, a Major 
in the fame regiment to which I belonged, 
left the army owing to his father's death, 
whom he fucceeded in his title and fortune. 
My acquaintance with him commenced at 
the royal military fchool, and our intimacy 
grew ftronger as we advanced in years. He had 
heard of my misfortunes, and came purpofe- 
ly from Toledo to manifeft his condolence at 
my lofles. He ftaid for feveral weeks at my 

houfc 
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houfe at Alcantara, where the agreeable com- 
pany of Don Fernandos di Albengha, Don 
Bernardos and other friends ferved to reprefs 
the gloom, which the heavinefs and compli- 
cation of my misfortunes muft otherwife have 
raifed to the higheft degree. . 

Animated with the love of adventure, it 
was at laft agreed, that we fhould accompany 
the Count to Toledo, where, after fettling 
his affairs, he promifed to fet out with us for 
Paris. Don Antonio, who had contracted 
an unconquerable fondnefs for a rural life and 
domeftic enjoyments, could not bear the 
thought of quitting his country even for a 
month, on which account I left him the fu- 
perintendence of all my eftates, and provid- 
ing rnyfelf with a confiderable fum of mo- 
ney, took an affedtionate leave of him, and 
followed Count Selami and the reft of my 
friends to Toledo. 

It will not be improper here, to give a 
brief (ketch of the characters of my new com- 
panions, as they will be found to adt more or 

lefs confpicuous parts inthefequel of thishif- 
tory^ 

L 2 Don 



Digitized by Google 



220 T H E 6 E IM UI. 

Donf Bernardo^ was one of the rtoft ffngu- 
lap chara&ers in exiftenee, and peculiarly re- 
markable fo* the mixture of the extremes of 
Wo oppofite temperaments. On the one 
hand he would be choleric and raft* to exce&, 
and on the other, feda*e, paflive and tranquil 
in the fame manner. All this appeared to be 
fy ftematical in his condudt Still I thought 
the former temper the more congenial to bis 
nature, and the other merely forced into 
practice by the philofophy of life. 
, His mind was of the decpeft eaft of Spa- 
nifli gravity, and I cannot fay, that I ever 
law more than a fmik on his countenance, 
even in the moft feftive moments of focial 
and • convivial pleafure. Nothing could dis- 
turb the equilibrium of his foul, which hav- 
ing tafted and exhaufted all forts of profperi^ 
ties- and adverfkies, acquired a natural frigi- 
dity under every change and viciflitude of lifes 
and fortune. Nature, for the firft time, had 
drained herfclf as it were in this moving phe- 
nomenon, and had nothing left to roufe his- 
torpid fctifibUity. Without a tea* would he 
witnefs the convulfive ftruggles of humanity^ 

without 
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without concern partake of its felicities. No 
intreaty could mollify, no offence provoke 
him. Without a fingle weak moment, with- 
out the leaft folicitude for his reputation, and 
as infenfible to the opinion of the world as to 
that of his friends, he, w ith ftedfaft eyes fol- 
lowed, as he called it, the long projeded 
plan of an auftere virtue, which was to be 
his guide to the laft gafp of a life without re- 
lifh. 

And what muft appear moll furprifing, is, 
that fo far from being the advocate of virtue, 
he would calmly move in the vortex of vices 
and follies, nor even feek to prevent them in 
his friends. He never fpoke for or againft 
men, their adions or opinions, and human 
greatnefs and human profligacy, feemcd to 
him a mere nullity in the fcale of beings. 

He was not read in books, and to have 
made him take up one, it required to be a 
prodigy of literature. No moralift, no phi- 
lofophcr ever furniflied him with principles, 
and he had borrowed them all from the vaft 
book of experience, from the intercourfe with 
men, and his own deftiny. , 

L3 it 



Digitized by Google 



222 



THE GENIUS 



It feemed, as if He had divefted himfelf of 
all his fenfes. What he dicffor his body, was* 
merely to prfcfcrve itr health, and he would 
aflert, that the prudent care of it, was one 
half of virtue. Me never drank wine or f)>i- 
rits, and when alone, made but one frugal 
repaft, cortfifting of bread* cheefe, butter or 
dried fruit and vegetables. This rigid diet,, 
inftead of dfcbilitatihg his coflftitution, only 
gave it frefh vigor and energy. 

CoUttt Selattii wasalfoa perfon of adiftinguifh- 
ed character, with which he combined the beau- 
ty of ah- Adohis; He was gobd-natured and 
iincrommonty gentle. His mind was brilliant 
and lively, tinftured with thfc captivating- 
tbucfoefc of a foft melancholy and an engaging* 
kind of enthufiafm. Ohly once in his life 
he had toeen in Ibve, and that unfuccefsfully. 
Me feemed to be the idol of the fair fex, and 
his heart was always open m the united inw 
preflions of tendernefs and friendfhip* Tb 
fo many amiable qualities he joined the tlft^ 
tainted reputation of a mart of the k*enc2* 
wit, the ftrideft honor, and the mod undaun- 
ted fpirit and gallantry, 

Don 
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Don Fernandos di Albengha was a warm 
and jovial companion, the foul of our com- 
pany for an uninterrupted flow of chearful- 
nefs and good fpirits, but very little endow- 
ed with what is called 1 real' wit: 

In this company I fpent near four weeks 
It Toledo, in the moft fried fttfiionable cir- 
cles, among ball*, routes and' maftjuerades; 
At night wefrequently gave ftippers, ar which 
nothing but jollity and 1 good fellowfhip 
prefided; 

We had hopes of continuing much longer 
in this gay fphere of elegant life, bur fbme 
unfbrefeen accidents intervening, madfe us 
accelerate our departure to Paris. The cool 
and fattirnine character of Dbn Bernarclos, 
grew fo hot at a ball, probably owing to 
fbtnething mixed in his wine, that he picked 
a quarrel with a nobteman, fought and mor- 
tally woundfcd him in a dliel, and was obliged 
tt> fly to France, where we promifed to join 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

THE Count contracted an intrigue with an 
Italian aftrefs ; and Don Fernandos and 
I formed a connexion with two ladies, each 
of whom infifting on being married to her 
gallant, found means to involve us in fo ma- 
ny difagreeable fituations, as obliged us at 
lafl: to take French leave of them, to get rid 
of their importunities, which began to grow 
dangerous. 

A ftiort time previous to this denoue- 
ment of our farce, the following occurrence 
happened, at the remembrance of which I 
ftill mult tremble. In our nightly excur- 
fions, we were wont to leave Don Fernandos 
with our miftrefles, and about midnight I 
took with the count an airing through the 
fields, after which we returned to town. On 
thofe occafions we ufed to concert the plans 
of our next day's amufement, and I fre- 
quently talked very freely before the count, 
Don Bernardos, (while he ftill was with 
• • : ' ' us) 
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us) and other friends, of the machinations 
of the Myftk Cabal. 

One nigbt having been merrier a Ad drank 
rather more than ufual, the; company hnk 
tened to return to Tbledov Ali , was, ready 
to break up, brati Iiconld not find my hfeuu 
Meanwhile the kdies a«d my friends y went 
down flairs, at it had beeff agreed upon; 
that we fhoald alt fet out together. Having 
at laft found my hat, I puv out the candles 
m the cldburooan myfctf, atnd ran to join 
tbenu It was a ckirk night, and my car- 
riage (landing ready to receive rne at the 
door; I got in and the coachman drove on. 
Somewhat inebriated I continued raatmg 
aod railing for fome time, but finding my 
companions all fi lent to my waggiihnefs, I 
thought they did it for joke's false*. 

I now run on worfethan before, and 1 be- 
gan pulling- fome of them abomti All re- 
mained filer*:, when one of them breaking 
a brittle fubftance, aphofpborrc fire fuddttiu. 
If illumined the carriage^ ami 1 found my- 
feif amidft five perfons, dreft* in biack> witfr 
their: faces muiflcdJ with a crape of thfc fame^ 

colon 



Digitized by 



226 



THE GENIUS. 



color. I was going to faint, when one of 
them uncovering his face, I recognized 
Jago. At the fame time four naked dag- 
gers were lifted and pointed at my bread. 

Cf Traitor/' cried Jago, cc remember thy 
oath ! This is the laft warning thy brethren 
give thee ! Take it with filent awe and re- 
fpedl our fee rets ! We now leave thee ; be- 
ware of making the leaft alarm, elfe thy 
life ftiall pay for it." Here the flame was 
extinguiftied, the horrid ftrangers alighted 
and bade the coachman drive on. I re- 
mained half fenfelefs in the carriage, till 
at laft it ftopt before my door, when a 
ftrange man opened it, and alked me if I 
pleafed to alight. I was (till more fright- 
ened at this incident, and almoft afraid to 
venture out. 

Perceiving however nobody elfe about 
me, I alked the driver whence he came, 
and who had ordered him to take charge 
of my carriage, while my own coachman had 
been left to take care of it. He informed 
me, that he was an inhabitant of Alcantara, 
and had been out to do a hackney job in 
the country. That on his return he (top- 
ped 
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ped on the road before the houfe where my 
carriage flood, where a gentleman afking, 
whether he would carry Don Carlos to town, 
he anfwered in the affirmative and was or- 
dered to drive it with all poffible difpatch. 
He alfo added, that the gentleman had fa- 
tisfied him for his trouble before-hand, 

I now went up flairs and found nobody 
there, except thofe fervants who had re- 
mained in town. I then ordered the fame 
man to carry me back from whence he fetch- 
ed me with all expedition. He gladly obeyed, 

and at a fmall diftance from town, I met 

> 

my own coachman quite out of breath cry- 
ing, " Sop thief!" I pulled the firing ; the 
carriage ftopt ; and as foon as my man came 
up I afked him how he came to leave 
his charge ? The poor fellow, told me, 
that a gentleman who he thought be- 
longed to our company, had defired him to 
go into the back-yard to have a glafs of 
wine, and wait there, till I (hould bid him 
return to the horfes. That feeing the reft 
of the company walking in the garden, he 
expedled every moment to be called ; but 
was foon alarmed by fomc cries, when he 

the 
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ran out and fourid all the company before 
the gate of the houfe, complaining of the 
carriage 'having gone without them. €< Suf- 
pc&ing foul play," concluded he cc I ran 
as hard as I could to overtake the thieves." 
Fully fatisfied with this account, I bade him 
follow us, and proceeding a little farther, 
found all the ladies and my friends returning 
to town on foot. They began to reproach 
me with playing them fuch a trick, when I 
anfwered, that I had had a narrow efcape, 
and durft tell thenvno more, but the two coach- 
men would give them fufficient information. 

They all fcemed aftoniihed and urged me to 
explain* but telling them, that fuch a ftep would 
inevitably coft me my life, they, with great re- 
luctance, deftfted from farther enquiries. 

This difagreeable adventure added to many 
others, made me refolve to quite Toledo 
immediately, and Count Sielami coincided 
with me in opinion. He ialfo made me 
fuch difcoveries refpetfing Don Bernardos 
and hhrrfelf, from which I could eafily con- 

■ 

elude, that they were both under the influ- 
ence of the Myftic Cabal, which had alfo oc- 
cafioned them many reveries arid misfortunes. 

END OF VOL. I. 
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^niTE prepared in concert with Don Fer- 
v * nandos for our departure, and in lefs 
than three weeks reached the French capital. 

Paris is the city, that affords more entertain- 
ment to the man of fafhion than all the reft of 
the world. Count Selami and I fell at this time 
in love with Caroline de B**, a young lady of 
an ancient and illuftrious family in Nor- 
mandy. This rivalfliip caufed a temporary 
difagreement between me and the count, 
and deprived me of his confidence for fome 
time. The lady was neither rich nor hand- 
fome, but very attractive, owing to an ex- 
cellent education, an unaffuming modefty, 
Vol. II. B and 
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and a naturaljkind of fprightlinefs, which 
blended all her deportment with the charms 
of novelty. 

It was at an evening-aflembly, where we 
were fir ft imitten with her. Several card- 
parties being formed in the fame apartment, 
and a young lady who was always one of the 
players, having that evening gone into the 
country, it had become neceflary to make 
an alteration in. the choice of partners, in 
confequence of which it happened, that the 
count and I were to play at the fame tabl<^ 
where Caroline was placed. No fooner had 
(he perceived the new arrangement, than flic 
declared her unwillingnefs of playing with 
any but her former partners. This caprice 
fct the aflhnbly in an uproar, the gentlemen 
not wiftiing to quit their new partners, and 
the latter, who were ladies, fpurning the 
very idea of fuch a change for the fake of 
Caroline. This buftle was heightened* by 
feveral loud laughs, which completely dif- 
concerted the latter, who ultimately told us* 
fhe would not play at all that night. Calhi 
and order being apparently reftored, I ^at 

down 
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dtfiWl tiy feer fide em the fopfta, not at all 
difpfcafed With the ifluc of the matter. 

It was however every different in tlW 
heart of the count, whofe eyes fparkled with 
rage. F confoled him* laiigfring, when he 
aitfwwed doubly irritated : €i For fhamre, 
Don Carlos, how can you be fo infenfible ?" 
At thefe words he caft a fignificant look upon 
Baron Hompefch, a German officer in the 
Spanifh fervice*, who was playing at another 
table, and ftill continued to make merry on 
ottr little difalter. " t)otf c you plainly fee," 
added my friend, <c that the whole is a pre- 
meditated fcheme ?" 

He probably w<ls not miftakeri, and the 
Baron beftdved ratfier with unbecoming pe- 
tulance: The count w'as not the man to 
bfook any infutt with impunity ; he had 
lenown tlie baron ever fince the liege of Gib- 
raltar, and both of them had then been the 
rival fuitors of a Spanifh lady. To this may 
be added the following ftory, which fervcd 

ftill farther to augment the count's refenu 
mem. 

B 2 The 
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p The latter kept an adrefs of the French 
opera, a beautiful girl, but of a wanton and 
faithlefc charader. Though he only fup- 
ported her for the fake of fafliion and not on 
account of real love, ftill his vanity made 
him believe, that he had an exclufive right to 
her favors as long as he purchafed them. He 
did not confider that it were folly to exa& 
continency from a harlot ; and confequently 
he foon had reafon to be jealous, amongft 
others, of the baron, who became his compe- 
titor in the good graces of that abandoned 
female, , f ' 

Having difcovered that the baron was very 
afliduous in his vifits to Philinda whenever 
he was from her, he once went to her in the 
paroxyfm of his fpleen, and loaded her with 
the bittereft reproaches. Philinda heard him 
a good while with great compofure, but this 
only ferving to render him the more abufivc, 
Ihe at laft alked him with the greatcft fang- 
froid, u Shall I ring my fervants, count, or 
will you take yourfelf off without efcort, and 
never fet a foot in my houfe again This 
made my friend retire quite mortified, an^ 

the 
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fhe very next evening the fickle firen ap- 
peared at the theatre on the arm of Baron 

: Hompefch, and as his avowed miftrefs. 

This ftory now feemed ftrongly to retrace 

' kfelf in the count's memory, who began ta 
conftrue the baron's ironical fneers as an in- 
fult. Advancing therefore to the latter's chair, 
:he whifpered to him : 

* M Baron, I am curious to know, how far 
you are concerned in the occurrences of this 
night ?" 

The baron with a deep inclination of his 
head and a bitter fmile, returned in Spanifti, 
<f My lord, you (hall have all poflible ecclair- 
ciflemertt on my part." 
i This was not the place to infill on its be- 
ing given immediately. The count retiring 
with a mien expreffive of fatisfadlion, mani- 
feftcd by his deportment every fymptom of 
lefentment which glowed in his heart. 

Caroline now took great pains to make as 
forget the oddity of her condudt She at- 
tempted perfonally to confole the count, tel- 
ling him with a fmile, " that fhe would try 
kim for once on. the morrow y* but it made 
*u B 3 no 



Digitized by Google 



THS GENIUS. 



nn imnreilioii on his difcordant mind and 
while I delighted in all the ^phawjis of he r 
gay converfation, my frjyead 4Unk into a jort 
of gloomy reverie, from wfekfh he with jdiffi- 
f ulty roufcd himfelf at interval*. Down ire 
jat at lafl to an elegant fupper, during which 
harmony and good humour a-etusned. . The 
converfation fell on the fioge of <Jibrakar, 
and fome of the company fceming eager to 
learn its particulars, appealed to the count, 
who difcreetly and wittily waving the fubjoct, 
referred the enquirers to the baron, who, faid 
lie, had given fo imany figoal proofs of his 
•talents and bravery on that oecafion. The 
baron, who never fufpedted, that all the 
«t>ork) knew of bis indifferent eharacler as a 
military man, accepted the talk of difplaying 
Jus eloquence with a proud fraipcr as *he jwft 
•tribute of his merits, and began the ftory, ■ 

It was aftoniftuog, how adroitly this jomui 
wrought out a long account of lyeing .adven- 
tures ; there was no engagement, no ikinniib, 
in wbitfcbybis own account, he bad not been 
the hero of the day j he anade the whole af- 
feiaabl y ihuddcr at the horrors and bar dibits 
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*rf «ar, «nd ddlrcacy foauld icarce *preventTiim 
from detailing his galfcmt achievements among 
ahe ladies. I am convinced, he would a6iually 
*mve perfuaded himfetf to bdheve all 'fafid, 
Sb little did he ^obferve the farcafHc fmifes 
of feveral gentlemen and ladies, and we would 
Jiave been condemned to liften to him till 
ara>ming, had not the count, at the conclu- 
£on of a long .adventure, interrupted and dis- 
concerted the narrator, wh?h the following 

*ptmfe, which he had ^frequently ufed in 'the 

» 

tcourfe of his tale. 

"* And here they »wofee 

The half-stifled 'laughter of the company, 
which accon^panied this wicked fatty, ftruek 
the baron dumb, and fired him with (home 
and rage for feveral minutes. 

He then endeavored to vent his fpfeerc 
againft the count, who, with an infinwatmg 
xir, addreffed himfelf to the foc\& crrcle, 
craving perrmffion to relate like wife ff'ftdry 
rf that time. We «11 nodded apptaufe, iftd 
iegiiining his narration with fome figirffklfnt 
gbraces arthe baron, v*ho would not thave d*he 
rfpeaking, had not the clamor* of *he coiiw 
:pany called him to order* he thus continued : 

B 4 " ^ 
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« c On our retreat from the fiege of Gibral- 
tar, mod of thofe who had flattered them- 
felves with hopes of honor and profit in that 
enterprize, had loft all inclination for a re- 
newal of the attempt ; three volunteers kft 
the army immediately, and I, owing to a 
wound and the unfavorable ftate of my health, 
•went with them on leave of abfence. We all 
fct off to the interior of Spain, to vifit a com- 
mon friend, who had recently married a beau- 
tiful and opulent Spanifti heirefs. We found 
this journey more pleafant than journies ge- 
nerally are in my country ; two of my com- 
panions v> ere of the fame lively turn as my- 

... felf ; and whenever pleafure began to flacken, 
j, the drolleries and fantaflic lies of the fourth, 

often made us forget the badnefs of the roads, 
. and the wretched accommodation we met 

with in fome of the inns. 

u This man, whom for good reafons, we 

(hall now call Taron Braggart, was a moft 
. eccentric chara&er. Though he knew, that 
j we had on all occafions witnefled his behavior 

in the field, and had feen nothing lefs than 
m i heroic exploits on his part, he would never- 
; r ; , m theleli 
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th clefs invent a feries of brilliant adventures, 
and proteft, with a thoufand oaths, his vera- 
city in what he advanced. 
. ** Well invented !" would we often cry, 
though there was not a fy liable of truth in all 
he faid. But then he would pledge his ho- 
nor, his life and courage to prove his afler- 
tions, which made us refolve at laft, to choofe 
the firft opportunity, to put that courage to 
the teft. ; % 

" Our new-married friend gave us the beft 
reception, and himfelf and his lady foon dif- 
covered the weak fide of Braggart, whofe 
boafted qualities we foon found occafion to 
try. 

- * 1 Being all at fupper one night in the 
lodge of t\\t garden, we were fuddenly alarms 
ed by. an uncommon noife in the caftle. 
Some fervants, quite pale and trembling, 
came to inform our hoft, they had feen an 
apparition in one of the apartments. The 
ladies turned pale, and frightened rofe from 
their feats, fomc of the. gentlemen having 
happily Conquered the firft approaches of 
fear, began to laugh at the filiinefs of the do- 
S'.j.'i B 5 meftics, 
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meftics, but our entertainer declaring the 
matter to be ferious, ocdered lighted torches, 
and begging the ladies quietly to wait his 
return, drew his fword, and requefted us to 
follow him equally armed. 

" Here a fcene of tendcrnefc enfued ; all 
cbe iadies, married or fingle, barricaded the 
door, and conjured us not to leave them 
alone. At laft it was unanimoufly agreed, 
that the whole company fhould go in qutft of 
the goblin. The ladies formed the centre, 
the fcrvants with their lighted torches flanked 
the feminine group, and the gentlemen, with 
drawn fwords, led the van or covered the 
rear. 

** The emotion of pur ho£t, made me tie- 
fitate in my opinion of the matter, as I knew 
diffimulation to make no part of bis character. 
J thought hirn incapable of wantonly frighten- 
ing our fair partners, and believed feme real 
and fufficient caufe muft be at the bottom. 

44 A fokmn filence prevailed for fome 
tiiue, wfaioh Baron Braggart finally broke 
with as big m oarii, as fear 4^mid poflibiy 
have made him utter. The lady who was 

i <j next 
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next to him (for he had carefully avoided tp 
give iiis ami to any of them, that both his 
hands - might be free, and in cafe of ncceflity 
his feet too) conjured hifn to be tranquil. 
He probably confidered this as a challenge, 
Co give the company fame more fpecimens of 
his pretty exclamations ; as he now exhauftdd 

* * • 

the whole regifter of curfes he had ever fworn, 
to aflure them, how he longed to meafure 
his prowefs with a fpirit. This however did 
not hinder him from anxioufly looking a- 
round, and keeping in the middle of two 
fturdy and robuft fervants who were the hind- 
tnoft. He audibly gnafhed his teeth at in- 
tervals, and became ftiller and ftiller, the 

■ 

more we approached the manfion. The reft 
were tolerably divided between fear and ex- 
pectation. 

#f The wind blowing out (bme torches, 
heightened the terrors of fome, and at I aft we 
arrived at the gate of the caftle. The haunted 
apartment was faid to be in the fecond ftory, 
and as we reached the bottom of the flairs, 
the major part of thofe who compofed the ex- 
pedition, were in a ftate of anguifli and def- 

B6 pondency. 
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rj>ondency. The hardieft among us counted 
.bVerthe company to fee if none had loft him- 
vfelf or ftaid behind. What was our furprize 
to find the valorous knight and Baron Brag- 
gart among the miffing ! Already a thoufand 
railleries began to difpel fear from every 
heart, when the company found they had 
wronged him. In great hafte, and with big 
drops of fweat on his front, the latter over- 
took us, alledging that fome want had made 
him quit the group for a moment. He loud- 
ly afked for whom we were waiting, and what 
could make us hefirate ? The company ani- 
mated with his bravadoes moved up a few 
fteps, and halted again. Our hoftefs kept 
back her fpoufe by the (kirts of his coat, and 
would not let him loofe, till he fternly alked 
her, whether Ihe took him for a child. Don 
Braggart now difcharged another volley of 
oaths from the rear. The marquis advanced, 
I and another gentleman followed him clofe- 
ly, and all the reft kept motionlefs on the 
flairs* 

" The torches having likewife kept be- 
hind, I was obliged to ftep back and wreft 

one 
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one of them from a fervant, when I could not 
help fmiling at the fear of fome of the men, 
who, though they had fought like lions be- 
fore Gibraltar, and borne with defiance all 
the difafters of that unhappy ficge, ftood now 
like daftards, overwhelmed with the preju- 
dices of religious fuperftition. So far from 
catching the contagion, it redoubled my cou- 
rage, I darted to the door, the torch in one 
hand, and my fword in the other, opened it, 
and ufhered in our hod. 
. cc At our entrance, a large form with two 
fiery eyes almoft as big as window-ventilators 
and a wide mouth ftained with gore, flowly 
advanced againft us. The fight of this mov- 
ing machine was frightful, and the marquis 
haftily retreated one or two yards, which the 
group on the flairs perceiving, they rufhed 
down again with the impetuofity of a torrent 
that forces its banks* In lefs than a fecond, 
the marquis and I were left alone. 

^otwithftanding this, I could not help 
making fome obfervations on the grotefque 
appearance of the figure, which 1 affimilated 
to the giant, who challenges the knight of 

La 
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Ia Mancha to the combat. This ludicrou* 
idea made me fufpefl a fraud. I had alio 
perceived on entering Ail apartment, that 
another figure made its way through a fide * 
door, which formed a communication •with 
the apartments of the marchionefs, and ter- 
minated in the garden. At the fame time I 
perceived that a gold repeater, which ufed to 
ftand on the chimney in a cafe, was miffing, 
though it had been there when I was in the 
room in the beginning of the evening. 

Seizing, therefore, the wavering marquis 
by the arm, " By G— d," cried I, C€ they are 
nothing but thieves V He coincided with 
me, and both of us made fevcral partes at the 
figure with our fwords, which it fldi fully 
parried with a long ftaff. A fervant with a 
torch having by this time come in, and the 
gentleman who left us in the beginning ob- 
ferved that the torch, which I (till held in 
my left hand was ufelefis, and threw it flaring 
in the face of my antagonift. This broke one 
of his large glafs eyes, and otherwife deranged 
his head-drefs. I no fooner faw this, than I 
alfo Hung down my Avoid, laid hold of hit 

ftaff, 
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ifcaff, wrefied it from him, and with the jffift- 
ance of the marquis brought him to the 
ground. The man difplayed an almoft fu- 
pernatural ftrength in his dcfpair, and had 
he been properly armed* might have killed 
us both ; but he now had to do with four, 
and being foon exhaufted, began to afk quar- 
ters, in a hollow fupplicating tone. The 
marquis gencroufly promifed him pardon, 
and on being unmaiked, he confefled, that 
he belonged to a gang of five houfe-Jbreakers, 
who had fcifced this opportunity to nob the 
houfe, while the family were in the garden. 

We now bound him, and left htm, under 
the care of the fervant who attended us. The 
marquis and my companion fcarched the 
apartments, and I haftcned down flairs, to 
call the fervants to their afliftance. A dead 
Jilence reigned every where, and not a foul 
could I meet with. Some lighted flambeaux 
had even been left on the flairs, to facilitate 
the retreat of the fugitives, and at the foot 
of the flair-cafe, I found a lady who had 
fainted. A little farther laid Baron Braggart, 
likewifi nearly gone. On hearing fomebody 

come 
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come down, he hid his head injiis handker- 
chief, and patiently waited his fate. ; 

cc Prepare, baron/' cried I, * f for thine 
end is near !" 

u Spare me, but this once !" muttered he 
with a quavering voice. 

f< You arepaft falvation !" replied I laugh- 
ing, in my natural tone, which he immediately 
knew, and flaring at me with glad furprife, 
faid, . . . .; 

, u I rejoice my dear count to fee you alive. 
It was a fhocking piece of fun !" , 

In a few words I told him the fiery, and 
pointing at the lady who had fainted, he 
ftarted up, with all the eagernefs of a petit 
maitre to aflift her. . > 

m 

I rallied the fcattered varlets, and fent 
them to their mafter. The reft of the guefts 
were in the lodge with the marchionefs, half 
dead with fear, and on feeing me come in, 
inftead of fome fpirit whofe vifit they dread- 
ed, they joyfully fhouted, " Ah! 'tis the 
count ! M 

< * While I was relating the particulars of the 

i. bufmefc, 
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bufinefs, in bounced Baron Braggart with the 
revived lady. 

fC And was the baron with you, too i 9P 
afked one of the ladies. 

u To be fure," returned I, Cf he has adled 
the principal part." 

This made the baron imagine I had not 
related the ftory; and feigning to receive my 
anfwer as a compliment paid to his courage, 
.he made a bow, and with the moft impudent 
alTurance, began to relate the occurrence with 
various alterations and additions of his own. 
The company with admirable patience heard 
him to the laft, but the marquis being re- 
turned, was (hocked at the lies he hatched, 
and beckoning me to follow him into the 
garden, imparted to me a plan tending to 
make the baron, after an unpleafant evening, 
pafs a moft cheerlefs night* 



CHAP. 
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•ARATIQNSibrthis purpofe 



were 



^ immediately made, .and having bee 
charged by the marquis to give a wink to his 
confbrt on my return to the lodge, flie feemed 
perfectly to underftand it. 
. " After fupper the baron refumed his rho- 
ilomontades, and fwore, that neither hell nor 
all the devils in it Ihould ever frighten him ; 
iie protefted, that he only threw hinvfetf on 
the ground to frighten me when I came down 
Jftairs, that he felt himfelf highly diverted 
with our fears, and was only forry for the 
lady who had fainted. 
. " Here our hoftefs, with admirable vaivetf> 
obferved, that fhe was by no means fucha 

0 

free-thinker, as fome of the company. Being 
prefled to explain, fhe allured us, that almoft 
every night, between twelve and one o'clock* 
there was fuch a noife in the chapel belong, 
jng to the, caftle, as if it was falling to ruins. 
Here a loud laugh, which the marquis fet 
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- Wed vioJe^QC/ The Imcr, prohabiy cecifl- 
le&ing that k iras paft midnight, jdfaaHenged 

r the company to repair qnftantly to thecha- 
pcL Tht marehionris, ifirigning not to pay 
any attention to what be faid, and to be dtf- 
concerted at the laugh, declared, that gentle- 
men might laugh much as they pleafed, 
iut lhe would lay a wager, that none of them 
was hardy enougiv to fetch the fan Aeh*d 
left on her feat, in the chapel during the morn- 
ing fervice. . . • : ' 1 • 
* This challenge was followed by a <g@»e- 
*al ipaufe, when the marquis thought ^proper 
-to break mhe filcnoej by arfTitriiig fpoufe, 
that he would gladly agree to any bet Ihe 
fhould venture to lay, and was fure of fhere 
not being a gentleman prefem;, that would 
not render her the folicited office dn that vety 
hour. We all gave it as our opinion, *hat 
>the marchionefs would forfeit her wager, and 
left her at liberty to choofe a champion. 
Her eyes then petulantly overrun *lt &e 
•company, and whenever fhe fixed them cm 
4he baron, fee each time turned pale. -Several 

- »f..*'j times. 
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times, much to his joy, fhe (hammed to Sir 
her choice on me or fome other ; but termi- 
nated after all by fele&ing the baron. Bound 
as he was by his parole of honor,, he could 
not be off the bargain. He clandeftinely 
pulled out his watch, and having convinced 
himfelf, that it was near upon the ftroke of one, 
cocked his hat with ail poflible martial grace, 
and took leave of the company. He had not 
proceeded quite as far as the lodge-door, when 
his cockade dropping from his hat over hi* 
face, he fhrunk back with trepidation, and 
fet us all on a roar. He then collected him- 
felf once more, threw the cockade with ai* 
air of contempt into a corner, and ft rutted 
away. \ : 

Cf We picked it up again, determined to 
make fome good ufe of it.: He was no fooner 
gone, than the marquis informed the com- 
pany of his plan, and of the meafures he had 
taken to put it in execution* He then gave 
, <he gentlemen their choice to a& fuch parts 
as they ihould like. Two of us immediately 
offered to perform the principal characters, 
viz. Don Guiacomo Naros, a nobleman of a 
t ...j gigantic 
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^gantic fize, and Don Romero, who was of 
dwarfifh ftature. The chapel, which ferved 
alio as a parifti church to the adjacent vil- 
lage, was at a good diftance from the caftle, 
to which it joined by a fubterrancous corri- 
dor. The plan being fettled and all the parts 
<iuly diftributed, fome of the company followed 
Braggart, and others to get the ftart of him, 
introduced themfelves into the chapel through 
the corridor. 

The night was rather dark, but fome weak 
glimpfes of the half-clouded ftars ftill enabled 
one to defcry obje&s at a diftance. The 
baron feemed to ftop cautioufly before every 
bufti, and flackened his pace on approaching 
the church-yard wall. At laft he opened the 
gate, and flaflbing at every crofs which pro- 
jected from the quiet graves with his naked 
fword. This knightly manoeuvre had infen- 
libly drawn him but of the path, and Hum- 
bling from one turf over auother, he arrived 
at the chapel not till feverai minutes after 
we had entered it by taking a bye way. He 
had likewife milTcd the principal gate, and it 
was almoft impoffible for him to reach the 

marchionefs's 
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with violent cracks ; feveral Iheets befmearcd 
with phofphorus fwung to and fro, and at 
laft flings thrown about the baron's legs and 
body, fo that he remained as motionlcfs as 
fome enchanted knight* 

u At the fame time, a thick fmoke arofc 
near the altar, which became more and more 
condenfed and voluminous. DonsGiacomo 
and Romero appeared in the midft of it, in 
the coftume of two devils, and the more 
terrible, as the gigantic bulk of the former 
made fo great a contrail with the dwarfifti- 
nefs of the latter. The difguife of both was 
painted with broad ftripes of phofphorus, 
and Don Giacomo alfo bore on his head a 
lantern with the following infeription in red 
letters : c< Sinner prepare ; for thou muft 
die!" Don Romero wore the red cockade, 
which Braggart had thrown away in the 
garden* They now ftretched out their flam- 
ing arms to feize the knight of the woeful 
countenance, who feeing the two devils ad- 
vance, Ihut his eyes, and did not open them 
till a good while afterwards. 

« At 
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cc At laft the fcene was fhifted to our mu- 
tual horror. The pulpit-door opens, a man 
dreft in a white furplice, armed with a long 
crucifix, and bearing a lantern in the other 
hand, appears on it followed by another fel- 
low dreft in black. 

Cf It was the curate and the organift, who 
came from the village, on feeing the blaze 
and hearing the noife in the chapel. Igno- 
rant of the marquis's fcheme they came to 
take us unawares. We foon recognized the 
parties, having feen them before, but the 
two devils who had never beheld them in 
their lives, took it for a real apparition to 
punifli their increduloufnefs, and overwhelm- 
ed with a fudden panic, ruftied out of the 
gate. The gigantic Naros dropt his lantern, 
which fell on the little one's face, who de- 
liberately pickt it up and lighting it again, 
went to follow his companion that waited 
for him in the church-yard. 

cc Here a new cataftrophe enfued. The 
curate beginning to read his exorcifms to 
conjure away the damned goblins, both of 
them had the curiofity to look back, when 
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the little devil who preceded the great, ] 
quickly turning roupd, ^pylhed the lantcrp 
So violently in the latter's face, as to make 
him imagine the blow was given him hy 
ibme fpirit, on which he dropt fenfelefs pji 
the ground. Don Romero was fo much 
frightened at the effect he bad himfelf pro- 
duced, as to leave the lantern on the groun^ 
and take to his heels, jumping over crofTes 
and graves, till he unfortunately ftujnt>le(i 
.over a tombftone, where he alfo fainted- 
. " The marquis ^;as now determined to put 
: an end to the bufinefs ,• he gave his fervants 
the fignal agreed on, who taking away the 
machinery as fecretly as poflible, each of us 
jftole out of the facred place, and all met 
before- the principal gate. Our firft qa^e 
was, to bring the two devils to life again, and 
after fome previous converfation, we took 
lighted tapers and returned humming and 
.coughing to the chapel. 

" Still the pious prieft zealoufly continued 
jeading his exorcifms, without lifting aa eye 
/rom the book. The marquis than advanced 
to the pulpit, calling out ^o the reve- 
rend 
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rend gentlemen, " What means all this, Sen- 
nor ? are you moon-ftruck, pray ?"-?rIt was 
fome tin>e before he would liften to the voice 
of his lord. At laft he looked down into 
the chapel with yifible furprize, and gave k a 
brief accpunt of his holy fun&ion. " You 
had better retire, Sennor," replied the mar- 
quis, u and go to bed." The perfon com- 
plied, and we all went to try to revive the 
woe-lorn knight. 

€€ In him every fpark of vitality feemed 
to be gone. We felt no pulfe, no refpira- 
tion more in the poor baron. Our hoft al- 
ready repented his having perhaps carried 
the joke too far, when Braggart gave fome 
iigns of returning life, and opened his be- 
wildered eyes, bawling fojr help, as he thought 
himfelf in the very hands of the goblins. • 
^Ve had much ado to perfuade him that it 
was we who were come in queft of him. 
It became neceflary to have him carried to 
the caftle, and put to bed. He was then 
quite fpeechlefs, but the next day we found 
him as briflc as ever, telling us that, over- 
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powered by fatigue, he had fallen afleep in 
the church, and dreamt a very heavy dream. 99 
• Here Count Selami concluded his ftory, 
which was received with loud burfts of ap- 
plaufe, though every one prefent guefled 
baron Hompefch to be the hero of it. The 
latter was now as mute and as chopfallen as 
in that night, but from prudential motives, 
he refrained from immediately giving way 
to his choler. 

The droll eft circumftance was, that the 
gigantic Naros was alfo one of the company, 
and exclaimed ; 

" Hang me! I was devilifhly afraid !" 

— ff Was you there ?" afked feveral of 
the ladies. 

— cc To be fure," added he, u and the 
Baron Hompefch was not far off." 

Several loud peals of laughter enfued ; 
but the baron thought proper to fwallow 
the pill, and wait an opportunity of being 
avenged of the count, for the mortification 
he had endured ; and this opportunity pre- 
fcnted itfelf, as will be found, that fame 
morning. 

The 



' Digitized by Google 



THE GENIUS. 2£ 

Thus ended all the ftories of fiege and 
conqueft. A little while after the company 
broke up, Caroline gave the count her hand 
to help her into the carriage, and we both 
returned home apparently happy and con- 
tented. 



CHAP. III. 

THE count was wont every night be- 
fore we retired to reft, to come into 
my bed-chamber to chat with me, for an hour 
and lay himfelf down on the fopha, Oh which 
he would frequently fall afleep, when I was 
obliged to wake and make him go down ftairs. 
This night, however, his head was fo full of 
what had happened, that, forgetting his former 
habitude, he immediately betook himfelf to 
his own apartment on the firft floor, which 
occafioned one of the moft ludicrous, fcene* 
I ever witncfled- 

I inhabited the fecond ftory, and the 
ground floor was occupied by Madame le 
B**, our hoftefs, by profeflion a milliner, 

C 3 who 



Digitized 



30 THE 6ENltiJ. 

1*8 petfc&ty wd* undwftood her bufinefs, 
ahd not to leave the I'eaft advantage negle<5t- 
dd, (he let out the prerriifes to fingle young 
gentlemen, v?ho had day and night, free ac-* 
ceft to her apartment. The count and I, 
difcontented with fo commodious a method 1 
of houfe-kecping, had already refolved to 
remove in the courfe of the enfuing week. 

The baron, having vifited u£ fliortly after 
our arrival, was fmitten with our hoftefs, a 
buxom young widow of tweritjr-twa He 
1*as none of thofe Who would let an op- 
portunity go by unprofited, and hearing of 
<he intended change, he hired and gave ear- 
ned for thtf two floors, which we' intended to 
evacuate, ott condition of beting put previ- 
pufly in pofieffion of the charms of his fu- 
ture landlady. He this very night paid her 
one of his gallant vifita, when both of them 
were difcovcred in die fitUation I am about 
to ftatc. 

The count, who contrary to cuftorti, had 
withdrawn to his own apartment, in deep 
meditation on the occurrences of the night, 
after being undreft thought it ftill too foon 
to go to reft. He therefore threw himfelf 

on 
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on his fbpha, td indulge Ms itvtries: K& 
blood was in agitatioh, aiid recblie<fling C*« 
roline, he at laft fell into a fweet flurtiber. < 

N6 fofcner was he rbiifed froifi it, by 
the pofition which was- not the rtloft ^afjV 
than half ftupified with the efletfs of fleep 
hfe fancied himftlf in my apartment, took? 
His candle, and cautioiifly reached thb bou 
tbrh of the ftairs, when it went out. He 
tf^rtt groping in the dark into the room of 
tffe miiliher, who faft hV thfc arrtttoF 
Iter gallant. Miftaking her bed for his own, 
6f WhfcK he' Had 1 been- in queff, he drew 
Ae curtains; undreft hinifelf to His lhirr, 
and was going to put out a candle which had 
been kept burning, when one of the baron's 
boots, which unfortunately laid in the way, 
made him ftumble and in falling dropped 
Ac cantile, which fell burning on the lafc* 
tier's face. 

Thfe barott awoke With a roar, and my 
friend, provoked With the impertinence of fo 
unwelcome an interloper, anfwered him with 
an oath, and ran to feek his fword in the 
corner of his fuppofed apartment, which 
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not finding, he rung for his fervants fo vio- 
lently, as to break the bell-ftring. 

Meanwhile the baron got out of bed, and 
more fortunate than the count, found his 
own fword, which was at the bedfide. 
While the fair milliner was fcreaming out 
for afliftance, her paramour in his ftiirt, made 
up to my friend, who with his breeches 
in one hand, and the baron's cane in the 
other, difficultly parried his attacks. The 
count was an excellent fencer; he now acfled 
on the offenfivc, and gave his opponent fuch a 
vigorous pufti on the pit of his ftomach, as 
to throw him reeling on the floor, loudly 
howling for mercy. 

The lady perfectly feconded the baron's 
cries, and thereby roufed from deep all thofe 
whom the count's ringing had not yet a- 
wakened. Down came foon after a group 
of half-naked fervants, cook, butler and 
valets, who were joined by our coachmen 
with their whips. The count's coachman 
immediately flogged the ftranger, who had 
by this time been permitted to rife, fo ef- 

fe&ually 
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fe&ually as to put an end to all farther 
conteft. ... 
- By this time I alfo entered the room, 
Tvith a light in one hand and my fword in. 
the other, and conjointly with the count, 
who had now become fenfible of his mif- 
take, made the fervants retire. 

The lady kept muttering in her bed, and 
unwilling to put her to the blufh, if ftie was 
ftill capable of blufhing, my friend made a 
handfome apology for the accident, and I 
gave all the afliftance I could to the bruifed 
baron, whom, as his dulcinea declared fhe 
would not keep him for the remainder of 
the night we put into the count's carriage, 
and with great profeflions of condolence, ac- 
companied him home. 

The next day the ftory which we wifhed 
to keep fecret, was divulged all over the 
diftrict, and fome perfons even congratulated 
us upon this adventure, which had been 
varioufly magnified. 

No fooner was Baron Hompefch able to 
leaye his room, than he fent the count a 
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Digitized by Google 



34 



THE GENIUS 



challenge, leaving him the choice of arms. 
My friend generoufly chofe piftols. 

Time and place being fixed, the count 
took leave of Caroline, who by her palenefis 
fecmed to prognofticate fome miftiap, as 
(he rofe from the fopha and gave him her 
hand to imprint on it the parting kifs. My 
jealoufy arofeat this fcene, and both herfelf 
and my friend fecmed to notice it. 

On the day appointed, we went on horfe- 
back to the ground, where we found the 
baron in readinefs. As the combat was to 
laft till the death of either of the parties, 
each of them brought with him two braces 
of piftols, which the rcfpe&ive feconds load- 
ed and exchanged. 

We then meafured the ground, and each 
took his pod. Five rounds were fired, and 
. none of the combatants was wounded. The 
baron proved fo bad a markfman* as to have 
almoft fliot me, though I flood at the dis- 
tance of ten or twelve yards from the count. 
At the fixth difcharge, I called out, " For 
lhatfne baron, how can you thus tremble.*' 
He was now more lucky than my friend, 

who 
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\vho fell bleeding on the fidd; when both I 
and the baron 1 ran to his afliftance. The 
count, fpeeehlefs, gave him his hand, and 
beckoned' him to fly with all poflible fpeed. 
The latter was moved, embraced him, and 
mounting hi& horfc with his fecond, gal- 
lopped along. Had my friend fallen on the 
fpot, I had probably tried the remaining 
brace, artd flatter myfelf, with better fuc- 
cefs. But the defire of faving occupied me 
more at this moment, than tHe wifti of aveng- 
irtg him. 

V did 1 not thirffc the wtound mortal, as the 
bullet had riot penetrated deep enough to 
effeft the entrails. The only thing I dread- 
ed was the efFedt of the lofs of blood. I and 
my trufty Alfonfo, having drefled the count 
as well a* we were able, carried him in our 
arms to Belle-vue, an adjacent village, where 
tHe furgeon, on extracting the lead, and 
probing the wound, was exactly of my opi- 
nion. The refult confirmed it, and a few 
weeks quietnefs and regularity produced a 
perfect recovery. 

C 6 On 
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On our return to Paris, the hiftory of the 
duel had tranfpired among our friends, and 
our lodgings were conftantly befet with en- 
quiries, among whom the ladies were the 
moft diligent. Caroline herfelf, accompani- 
ed by an old uncle, was a conftant vifitor, 
and rarely left the count's bedfide. 

It was on this occafion, that my love to 
the tender vifitant increafed to fuch a pitch 
as to render me fuperlatively wretched. As 
foon as my friend grew better, I changed my 
lodgings to try if abfence would not cure me 
of this haplefs paflion. The Count had long 
ago perceived it, and doating himfelf on the 
beloved objedt, gladly confented to my re- 
moval. Caroline's condud had fo much 
changed fince I firft formed her acquaintance, 
that I now thought to remark in it a fpfecies 
of coquetry, which made it doubtful, which 
of her two rivals Ihe would prefer at laft. 
She teazed me into an illnefs of near three 
weeks, occafioned by the -ficklenefs of her 
deportment, and fealed her fportive cruelty, 
by making a determinate choice of the Count, 
who promifed her pwriage. I loved my 

friend 
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friend too much to feek any farther to fup- 
plant him in the affedions of this changeable 
female, and bore the effects of my lucklefs 
paflion with filent murmurs againft my un- 
toward fate. During this double conteft to 
conquer my fondnefs, and to preferve the ef- 
teem of my friend, a conteft, w hich lafted 
five or fix months, the count treated me with 
cold referve, avoided my company, and cea- 

fed to honor me with his confidence. This 

* - • 

made me demand an explicit declaration from 
Caroline, which being given in favour of my 
rival, I abjured my love, and declaring my 
real fentiments to him, terminated with re- 
gaining his former friendfhip. We continued 
as before, to vifit the gay circles, and as I 
told him, that I would return to Spain, after 
making a tour through fome of the French 

■ 

provinces, he promifed to accompany me 
till his marriage, which his bride did not 
wifh to have folemnized for fome months to 

* 

come, 

% * 

Fernandos and Bernardos continued to 
lhare our pleafures, which now began to ex- 
tend to every kind of diflipation. The ex- 

pences 
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penefes' attending. high^ife-eXcdTcs, begin- 
ning to incroach too much on our pecuniary 
refources, we refolved to difmifs our equi- 
pages and all fuperfluous menial fervants, that 
Wc might have the more money to Beftow 
upon ftich amufements as (truck our fancy. 
This appearance of plainnefs feived to intro- 
duce us among the lower fpheres of people, 
whofe manner of living is not the leaft fertile 
in merriment. 

Being orte night at a mafqued ball, we re- 
tired at a lktt hour to one of the lodges ad- 
joining the ball-room to take fome refrefh- 
ments. Rather fatigued with the manifold 
fports and intrigues, which predominate on 
fucft occafions, it was our intention to remain 
together in that place, and have fome chear- 
ful convention over the fparkling champaign 
till approaching day-light Ihould put a flop 
to our libations, and make us retire. The 
topic having infenfibly led me on the Myftic 
Cabal, I confidentially recounted to my 
friends, the appearance of my genius Ama- 
nuel on Elmira's flight. During my ftory, 
the majority of the malks had withdrawn from 

the 
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the ball-room, and only a few of them were 
at times feen to pafs by our table from one 
room into another. All was attention to my 
tale, and the eyes of my fhuddering compani- 
ons were immoveably fixed on my lips. 

Towards the conclufion, the Duke of M** 
who was one of our party, fuddenly exclaim- 
ed with enthufiaftic eagcrnefs, * I wifli Don 
Carlos. I could once fee your genius !'* — At 
this moment the company was augmented by 
one mafk, dreft in a white domino, who ad- 
vancing behind the Duke's chair whifpered 
into his ear, " Here he is /" The looks of the 
whole company, who had overheard the 
ftranger were now waiting for the confirma- 
tion of this apparition in my countenance, 
and a deadly palenefs immediately afforded 
it. 

The mafk, in a peculiar manner opened 
his cloak, — and indeed I felt it was Ama- 
nuel. 

Seeing me thus agitated, Dons Fernandos 
and Bernardos fallied forth to feize the ftran- 
ger, who, as nimble as a deer, lolt himfelf 
among the company in the adjoining fupper- 
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rooms, and eluded all farther purfuit, which, 
notwithftanding the adlivity of my friends, 
and a duration of near two hours, was com- 
pletely fruftrated. 

After a (lay of fix months longer in the me- 
tropolis of France I fet out with the two above 
mentioned friends to range in quell of adven- 
ture through feveral French provinces, and 
Count Selami accompanied us as far as Or- 
leans, where taking leave of me and my com- 
panions, he exprefled his hopes of feeing us 
again in Spain, whither he likewife meditated 
to retire fome time after his marriage with 
Caroline. 

CHAP. IV. 

■ 

FROM Orleans we went to Montpellier, 
and fo fertile in accidents and amorous 
intrigues was this tour, that it would alone 
take up a volume to defcribe them. Many a 
little town, many a village and hamlet, faw 
us depart with regret, efpecially the females, 
whofe relations we had wantonly flattered 

with 
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with the idea of marrying their daughters, 
and fettling in their peaceful domains. 

From the time I reached Montpellier the 
incidents of my life began to grow more and 
more ferious. The petulant fports of a loofe 
and unfettled mind now drew to an end. A 
new matrimonial connexion, great and fa- 
cred,, was about to be formed, and became 
productive of the moil important confequen- 
ces. My friends will, with aftonifhment, fee, 
how the vicious fpirit of the ruthlefs Cabal 
purified itfelf in its own fire. 

It was in the middle of February, when 
we reached Montpellier, and the morning on 
which we approached this delightful city juft 
happened to be not only one of the fereneft, 
but of the moft momentous of my life. Every 
where the almond-trees difplayed their lux- 
uriant blofTom, and the coverts and meadows 
appeared clad in tender verdure. The olive 
infpired hopes and expectation of coming 
plenty, and the thrills of the foaring lark al- 
ready cheared the labors of the bufy ruftjc. 
There lies in the return of the vernal feafon a 
warmth and fpirit, peculiar to itfelf, every 

breath 



Digitized by Google 



42 



THE GENIUS 



breath refpires fcft life, and the frefli air 
deeply imprefles into the human mind the 
fymbol of revived nature. 

A beautiful landfcape laid before us, bor- 
dered by a cattle, fiirrounded with a fpacibuSf 
park and garden, at the foot of a mountain. 
The rofy clouds of the morning were Hill 
mixed with the azure ground of the fpreading 
horizon, which exhibited on its brink a group 
of rocks and fcattered cottages. The cattle 
was very near, and the fun reflected his gold- 
en beans from its glimmering windows. 

We had now got to the park of the cattle, 
when one of the fervants, I don't know Whe- 
ther it was Alfonfo or fome other, begati to 
relate the hiftory of lord of the manor be- 
fore us, which he faid he had learned at the 
inn where we put up the preceding night. 
He defcribed him as the owner of thd cattle, 
and as a man whofe misfortunes had made him 
retire from the buttling fcenes of the world, 
to pafs his days in ' milanthropic apathy irt this 
lonely retreat, with Adela de Giraumont, his 
daughter, a prodigy of beauty, arid the admi- 
ration 
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ration of the whole province. She was report- 
ed to live in coy referve, with the count, htf 
father, and to fhun all intercourfe with the 
neighbouring young noblemen. 

<r Giraumont, are you fure this is* his 
name ?" faid I to the fervant. 

cc I am fure I was told fo," replied the 
man. 

* Heavens ! f well know the ntime ? 
ffrould it be the father of the Chevalier dt 
Giraumont, who 99 

At thefe words' Alfbnfo interrupted me, 
faying, <f 'tis the fame, tfhofe life you faved 
near Alcantant ?" 

— n Aye, 1 remember now. He often 
tffed to talk to 4 me of his father and fifter* 
and he certainly was born in this prbvince." 

1 recolledled with pleafure that meritori- 
ous a&iort. The young chevalier was a 
fchool-fellow of mine, and being one day 
bathing in the river near Alcarttara, he r got 
out of his depth, and would have been car- 
ried away by the rapidity of the ftream, had 
riot I, who was a better fwimmer, fortunate- 
ly faved him. He returned afterwards to 

France, 
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France, and I never 'knew what had become 
of him. 

" Perhaps/' faid I to myfelf, " thou wilt 
meet thy friend here, in the bofom of his fa- 
mily. He always loved thee, and there is 
no doubt, but he will give us a good recep- 
tion/* 

Delighted with thefe thoughts I was jog- 
ging on, when Don Fernandos cried, c< Stop 
Carlos, your faddle is loofe ! You'll be down 
in a moment I" 

At this inftant I was flopping to alight, 
when a young lady, with a book in her 
hand, attraded my fight in the garden of • 
the caftle, and fet my heart in a ftrong pal- 
pitation. She had on a green ftraw-hat, tied 
with a white ribband, which floated negli- 
gently on her heaving bofom ; her complex- 
ion was beautiful, and her brown hair des- 
cended in ringlets down to her waift ; a long 
white robe covered her flender fhapc, fattened 
with a green fafh and her hands feemed to 
rival the alpine fnow in whitcnefs. 

Hearing the trot of horfes, (he lifted her 
beauteous eyes from the book, and acciden- 
tally 
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tally caft them upon me. A flight blufh 
immediately fuffufed her lovely counte- 
nance, and {he ftooped to the ground, as if 
Ihe wanted to pick up fomething. My 
horfe began to prance, and the faddle not 
being yet fattened, Don Fernandos again calls 
out to me, while fhe ftartles and turns pale. 
She then advanced haftily towards the caftle, 
and on her way thither, turned round once 
more to blefs me as it were, with another 
view of her charming countenance. 

Don Fernandos, who was equally ftruck 
with the appearance of the fair ftranger, per- 
ceiving her turn round the laft time, ex- 
claimed with enthufiafm, " Good Heavens !" 

It was impoflible to fpeak more fentiment 
than my friend's exclamation and manner ex- 
prefled. I was filent, and a thoufand emo- 
tions of love and tender apprehenfion agitat- 
ed my foul. Don Fernandos was aware of 
this change, and obferving me for a minute 
with penlive aftonifhment, foftly whifpered, 
** Poor Carlos? 0 He knew the power of a 
rifing paflion ; he knew, that I had too much 

fenfibility 
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fcnfibility to be happy in love, and ftrovc 
therefore to ftifle it in embryo. 

Meanwhile we arrived in the village, and 
alighted to take fo*ne refreihment. Enquir- 
ing of the landlord jtfoe ( narne and family 
of t;he owner of the caftle, and finding hi$ 
account to be the faipe as that which we had 
obtained of the fervant, I lent the following 
note to Count Ci,raumpnt ; 

c< My Lord, 
Cf The Marquis de Gra>ndez, who is now 
" on his way through this village, had once 
« the honor to form m acquaintance with a 
%€ certain Chevalier de Girauniont, at Alcan- 
Cf tara. Suppofing him to be of your lord- 
cc ftiip's family, the Marquis makes bold, to 
<c aflc the favor of paying* vifit at the caf- 
« tie." 

11 A Mons. Le Comte de Giraumont." 

The fervant was nor many minutes gone, 
before he returned with one of the count's 
fervants, who delivered a formal invitation 
from his mafter for me and my friends to 

come 
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come to the caftle. The fame meflenger alfo 
acquainted the landlord, that the count had 
given him orders to remove our horfes and 
luggage from the inn. The landlord came 
into us, and fhaking his head, faid, "you 
muft indeed fee well recommended to his 
lordftiip, for I never knew him treat any gen- 
tleman with iuch civility.** 

I received the invitation with a kind of 
rapture, and was going to change my drefs, 
when I found the fervants had already carried 
off our portmanteaus. I was therefore ob- 
liged to go in a plain green hunting drefs, 
with my hair, which in my hurry I had for- 
gotten to adjuft, hanging rather wildly about 
my face. Fernandos perceived my embar- 
raffment, fc What vanity, Don Carlos!" 
cried he, "but let me alTure you to your 
comfort you never looked better than you 

— 

now do." 

Arrived at the caftle, a gentleman, who 
feemed to be the count's fecretary, received us 
with every mark of refpedt, and leading us 
into a parlour, (aid he would foon introduce 
us to his Iprdfhip, wjio was ftill drefling up- 

flairs. 
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flairs. The gentleman then withdrew, with 
a bow, and being left alone, we began to 
look at the portraits and piftures which de- 
corated the apartment. 

* cc As I know you are much delighted 
with portraits in gilt frames of exquifite 
workmanlhip," began Don Bernardos, " I 
beg you will come and look at this one !" 

I went to that part of the room, where my 
friend was, to look at the boafted perform- 
ance, and fhrunk back with furprize at the 
firft glance I caft on it. It was my own fem- 
blance as perfect as in a mjrror. I now re- 
collected, that it once had been mine, and that 
I parted with it in favor of the Chevalier de 
Giraumont, who, after the accident in the 
river, always importuned me to let him have 
it in remembrance of my fervice. 

In the very moment I was thus gazing at 
the portrait, the old count entered by a fide 
door. I bowed and was going to fpeak, 
when he quickly advanced and embraced me, 
laying : 

" I know you Don Carlos, the portrait 
you have juft been looking at will fpare me 

the 
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the trouble of any farther explanation. It 
was you that faved my fon's life, and you ^re 
now here to receive the thanks of his father, 
and to deplore with me his early death." At 
thefe words tears trickled down the cheeks of 
the venerable parent. 

cc How IV exclaimed I, Cf fhall I fee him 
no more ?" 

cr Alas ! no/' replied the count, " his fate 
grudged him that happinefs. Two years ago, 
he went with his regiment to St. Domingo, 
and there fell a viftim to the climate.'' Here 
the old man paufed a few moments, and then 
purfued : u but you have loft nothing. The 
father has inherited the friendftiip of his fon, 
and I find in you the fame amiable young man, 
whom his tender afte&ion has always reprefent- 
ed to me. I cannot fay that I am partial to 
mankind in general, but I could wi(h you to 
fupply his place in my family." 

I anfwered him deeply moved,, u that I 
would \ife my beft endeavours to defer ve fo 
much kindnefs, and had felt a ftrong affec-, 
tion towards him, from the very inftant of 
our fir ft meeting." He then left me, with 
feeming reluctance, and faid feveral handfome 

Vol. II. D things 
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things to Feraandos and Bemardos. It ap- 
peared, that he had been acquainted with the 
former's father, while on his tour through 
France. We foon grew as familiar with the 
>count, as if wc had* known him for years, and 
made but one family. 

At laft^e faid, " I will now introduce you 
to my daughter, who already faw you this 
morning, and immediately recognized Don 
Carlos. You fee," added he with a fbrrte, 
€C how firmly your image is imprinted in our 
hearts." 

— * f All goes well !" whifpered Fernarrdos 
to me, on quitting the apartment. 

<c Behold Adda," faid the count entering 
his daughter's -drawing-room, <c behold Don 
Carlos, your brother's, and our common 
friend I He has promifed me, to be my fon 
and your Mother." 

She rofe and received us, dropping feveral 
low curtfies. She now wore a plain rofe- 
colored ribband, twined with her hair which, 
with the addition of a little powder, and a 
black velvet belt buckled in front to a medal- 
lion, reprefenting a young man in regimentals 

whom 
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whom I immediately guefled to be the che- 
valier, was all the alteration (he had made in 
her drefs. 

I could j&iiniy difcover, that there was * 
kind of confufion in her attitudes and deport- 
ment. All becomes inftindl in an Jraiocenfc 
maiden, if (he faces' the man, whom her heart 
has fecretly chofen. All the powers of art 
could not have devifed and executed a more 
charming reception, than fimple nature af- 
forded here. This confufion was a fee ret 

* • * 

avowal, that her heart wanted no foreign 
impulfe, not even the commands of a refpe&ed 
parent, to do for me that, which fhe did after-* 
wards. Her mind fpoke its meaning in every 
feature of her face, though rather timoroufly, 
left it might be underftood. The original of 
her fweet illufion, was now conveyed by her 
own father into her arms, with the requeft to 
cherifo him as a brother. But will the hu- 
man heart always contain itfelf., within- the 
prefcribed limits ? , " 

The father did not quite underftand his 
daughter, nor did he think, that the recep- 

D 2 tion 
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lion (he gave me anfwered to the tender 
fricndlinefs of his wilhes. 

" How ! M began he, cc does Adela receive 
tihus coolly the friends of her father, and a 
brother reftored r M Her looks now feemed to 
teach him better. He led her fmihng to- 
wards me, " i ere/' faid he, iC embrace your 
iifter." 

We fpent the whole day in eafe and happi- 
nefs. Don Fernandos difplayed all his fpright- 
Knefs to my Adela, and the fteady Bernardos 
ingratiated himfelf to an aftonifhing degree 
with her father, who felt the gravity of my 
friend's temper congenial to his own. 

Towards the evening a walk was propofed 
in the beautiful gardens of the caftle. Adela 
with the familiarity of a filler laid hold of my 
arm, and, with a heavenly ingenUoufncfs, pointed 
out every fpot, where fhe had formerly thought 
on me. She told me too, that my name was 
constantly in her brother's mouth, and that 
he never was tired of loading me with en- 
comiums. 

How rapidly did the hours fleet away in 
facb company! Don Fernandos feemed to 

envy 
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envy my happinefs, and had recourfe to all 
the powers of the art of pleafing to infinuate 
himfelf in the good graces of my Adela. The 
latter deemed him very amiable and frankly- 
told him fo. Often have I felt fudden ftarts 
of jealoufy, but then flie would treat me with 
fuch tendernefs, as to obliterate again every 
trace of that unhappy paflion from my heart. 

The count had made us promife to ftay with 
him at lead for fome weeks* but thefe were 
foon commuted into months. By degrees 
Adela's natural ferioufnefs returned to her* 
mind. The count, did and infirm as he was, 
ftill loved, the chace, to which Bernardos and 
Fernandas conftantly accompanied hinu- 

Adela and I were fondeft of the pleafures 
of gardening, which afforded us the beft op- 
portunity of being undifturbed together. I 
foon felt, that the part of a brother which 
the count, had allotted to me, became intole- 
rable to my captivated fenfes. The name of a 
fifter, entitled her to thofe familiarities which 
will diftrad the lover. I found friendfliip in 
her heart as well as in her mouth, but neither 
of them ever betrayed the lead fymptom of 

D 3 love. 
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lave. Thus was I tormented with my own 
fenfarions, at a period when it only depended 
on me to have put myfelf in poffeflion of all 
the happinefs I coveted. 

In the evening we generally ufed to walk 
in the garden. Once we fat down m a feat 
made of green fod, where Adela- became more 
and more ferious, and even 1 mel&nchbly at 
laft. My own heart was fo heavy, that I 
could not for all the world, have uttered a 
fyllable. We both wept, and knew riot why. 
Adela then laying hold of my hand, exclaim- 
ed in a tender tone, " Dear Carlos, your fif- 
ter's temper makes her very wretched. Well 
for her if {he foon leaves this world 1 ; but wiM 
you forget her then ?'* 

I anfwered this queftion, fa abundantly 
fraught with delicate fentiment, in a vague 
and inadequate manner. The canker of fad- 
nfcfs began to confume the beft faculties of 
my being, and Adela, who perceived it, like- 
wife fretted, and injured her health. 

One day, being uncommonly low fpirited, 
I took my fowling-piece and went to hide 
myftlf in the thickeft part of the adjacent 

wood. 
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wood* Dinner time came and I was miflV 
when I returned to the caftle in the 
evening, I met fome fervants whom the count 
had fcflt in fearch of me. Having fent then* 
back- with w fatisfa&ory anfwer to their rnaf- 
ter f Igpt over the park- wail, and furprized 
my Adela in a favorite arbor of the garden* 
itk a^penfive and melancholy pofHirc Her 
droughts were deeply abforbed in a rofc which 
fee would now take from' her bofom, now re-- 
place it again. She fupported herfelf on my 
caBa, and frequently looked at it. At my 
- approach ihe was fuddenly roufed from her 
reverie, and feeing fomebody fo near her, 
would* in htr furprize have- fallen to the 
ground*, had I not fortunately caught her in 
my arms. 

Cf My God/' cried (he compofing herfelf,, 
? where have you been Carlos ?*' But here 
anothe r* accident happened* I had forced 
j»Y hunting-piece fo violently among the 
fhrubs compofing the bower, that on putting 
my hand to tho*nouth of the barrel to take it 
out again, the lock unfortunately cocked 
among the ftems, and the piece being loaded' 

D 4 went 
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went off, and almoft Mattered two fingers of 
my left hand, while the blood befpattered 
Adela's face. 

Inftead of fainting which I expe&ed, fhe 
rather grew more collected, and with anxi- 
ous folicitude flopped the blood with her 
handkerchief. Having perfuaded me to re- 
turn with her to the caftle to have the wounds 
properly dreffed, Ihe embraced me as I rofe 
. and with tears in her eyes, afked me, u do 
you feel much pain, Carlos ?" • 

— " Very little in my hand/' anfwered I. 

— <f What, are you wounded in fome other 
part?" 

— " Here, Adela, here I feel excruciating 
pangs/* returned I pointing to my heart. 

«< —What can it be ? Tell it your fitter !" 
purfucd flic, fcizing my hand. 

I now defcribed all the feelings of my foul, 
and this avowal made Adela thus declare her- 
felf, " I never thought there could be much 
difference in my being your lifter or your 
wife. If the quality of a wife attaches to 

itfelf a more exclufive right to your love 

here 
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here is my hand — take it — Pll be what you 
wi(h me." 

On our return to the cattle* we found the 
Count and my friends, who had all been out 
in queft of me, had come back. They were 
quite rejoiced to fee me again, and lamented 
the accident that had happened to my hand. 

At fupper the count feemed to be aware of 
the great change that had taken place be- 
tween Adela and me, and partook in our 
gaiety, till a late hour, when we retired to 
reft. 

Early in the morning, I waited on the 
count to inform him of what had paflcd be- 
tween his daughter and me, and to afk his 
confent to our union. 

Cf Dear Carlos,' * anfwcrcd Giraumont, 
" you have anticipated my wiflies, and I joy- 
fully grant your requeft with my bleffing." In 
lefs than a fortnight after Adela was my wife. 
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CHAP. V. 

'IpHE mind of Adda (till continued to bt 
ferious, and my gaiety infenfibly loft 
itfclf in her folemn ideas. She was eager to 
learn my hiftory, and lovfcd to hear me talk of 
Elmira. She lamented tl\j melancholy fate 
Of 1 thi^ excellent woman; but was foon capti- 
vated with the* idea of the Myftit Cabal, and 
admired its fpirit and principles. Not a night 
paired' Witholit our talking on this fubjevfl, 
whenever we were by ourfclvcs. Her inge- 
nious arguments could not reconcile me to a 
fociety which had occafioned all my fuffer- 
ittgSj but gently removed the relu&ance I had 
conceived for its principles. In point of di- 
verfion, Adela always went a hunting, fiftiing, 
or walking with us. I was arc excellent per- 
former on the German flute, Don Fernandos, 
the count's fecretary, and our fervants alfo 
underftood mufic, and we formed little con- 
certs, which highly amufed my fathcr-in-law. 
The reading of new publications completed 

our 
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our entertainments by difpelling that kind of 
fceavinefs which gay townfmen are apt to feel 
during a long rural feelufion. 

. I* yms now autumn, and I wrote to Paris to 
inform Count Selami of my unexpected mar- 
riage in the fouth ; he fent us. a mod prefling 
invitation to fpend the winter with him and 
his Caroline at Paris. We fet oiit and ar- 
rived it* that capital about the latter end of 
November. 

The political fituation of France at this 
time was very critical, and the revolution of 
1789 ftrongly portended its mighty and won- 
derful changes. Selami wax not perfectly 
happy with his new-married fpoufe, and a 
kind of referve which predominated in the 
fashionable circles, made them very cautious 
in the reception of ftrangers. We did not 
fpend the winter quite as agreeably as we firfl 
cxpetfled, and refolved to return to the fouth 
early in fpring, whence I projected to retire 
with my Adela to Spain. , 

About this time Don Fcrnandos grew very 
fullen and difcontented, whenever he Was in 
company with me and my friends; Deeming 

D 6 it 
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it the natural effedt of melancholy, I would 
not difturb his intercourfe with my Adela, in 
whofe prefence he always behaved with the 
utmoft propriety and politenefs. My fpoufe 
fatisfied with the knowledge I had of Fer- 
nandos, permitted him a free accefs, and re- 
ceived his attentions as the refult of his friend- 
ihip for us both. Selami and Bernardos en- 
deavoured, however, to check his harmonious 
intimacy with my fpoufe, which only ferved 
to irritate him. He now fought Adela s 
company more than ever, and his condu<fl 
appearing rather Angular, Selami and Ber- 
nardos thought it their duty to apprize mc of 
the impreflions it had made on them and the 
public in general. I laughed at their fufpi- 
cions, but promifed them to mention the 
matter to my fpoufe, at the firft opportunity. 

One night having bid her a good night and 
retired to my chamber to go to bed, fhe came 
to me quite dreft, and, with tears in her eyes, 
held a paper in her hand. 

" What have you got there, my dear," 
faid I, ordering Alfonfo to withdraw. 

u I can 
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. €f I can conceal it no longer/' replied lhe; 
u every farther indulgence for your friend, 
would be committing a crime againft you. 
No doubt you muft have perceived for fome 
time, the oddity of Don Fernandos's conduct. 
Here is the billet which I this moment found 
on my toilet table/* 

She gave it to me, and I read as follows, 

cf Don't be afraid, fair Adela, of my be- 
€€ traying the fecret with which your eyes 
cc have entrufted me. Mute joy is the great- 
cf eft happinefs. But fupreme love requires 
fC expreflion. Will you receive a vow at 
<c eight o'clock to-morrow evening under 
" the great linden tree in the garden ; a vow 
" which my heart has long ago taken? 

" Fernandos." 

I knew it immediately to be my friend's 
hand-writing, and was at firft fo much over- 
come with indignation, as to throw myfelf 
with fuch violence into' a chair, as made the 
very walls lhake. Alfonfo, hearing the noife, 
came in to afk if I had rung the bell ? I an- 

fwered 
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fwcrcd " No," in an angiy tone, upon which 
he retired again. Recollcding that he might 
probably be in the next apartment, I refumed 
my former compofure, embraced my wife, 
and promifed to rid her of the difturber of 
her tranquillity, without having recourfe to 
any violent extremes. I entreated her, not 
to make the le^ft variation in her behaviour 
to Don Fernandos, till the next night, and 
ka^ve alt the reft to my own management. 

Adela fcemed to quit me with apparent 
tranquillity, but her heart was far from being 
ea fy. She could not help mentioning the 
whole affair to her father, who communicated 
it again to Bernardos. The latter promifed 
to be on the fpot, and thought it was ray in- 
tention to fold Fernandos the aflignation re- 
quefted, in lieu of my wife. 

Such was, indeed, my plan. Fernandos 
was uncommonly cheerful all day. Ar eight 
o'clock in the evening I went to the place 
of rendezvous, and to my furprifc found Fer- 
nandos waiting there. He was reading a 
paper, and kitting it fevcral times, with aM 
the fervor of enthufiafm. No fooner did he 

fee 
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far me, than he drew his fword, exclaiming, 
4€ I am villanoufly deceived ; but thou mon- 
fter of 2 man ftialt not efcape me a fecond 
rime." 

He then rulhed upon me with the naked 
fteel, and being unarmed, I called out to 
him, fc For heaven's fake Fernando* defift 
from your rtiurderdus*purpofc, and hear me!*' 
£fe now flood ft i 1 1^ and with a woeful coun- 
tenance looked up to the Ikies. 

Meanwhile fome loud cries are hea*d be- 
hirtd us ; he looks round and defcries Bernard 
dbs in the adl of falling to the ground, wrdt* 
ling with a perfon dreffed in white, with a 
white veil over his face. We both haften to 
our friend's affiftance; the white figure keeps 
hirti down, and points a- dagger at his heart, 
while the other hand gags his mouth with a 
handkerchief. Fernandbs, in the firft im- 
pulfe of his fury, runs his fword through the 
body of my friend's antsfgonift. At this mo- 
ment I recognize my Genius Amanucl, I 
haftily tear the veil off his face, and my fa- 
vorite Alfonfo lies bleeding at my feet. 

At 
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At this difcovery my heart yearned with 
forrow, and my friends flood ftill in mute 
aftonifliment. After a long and awful paufe, 
we carried Alfonfo back to the caftle, put 
him on a bed, and fent for phyfical aflift- 
ance. 

ff O Fernandos !" cried I, fC what have 
you done?" My friend appeared fpcechlefs 
and abforbed in profound meditation. Al- 
fonfo's wound was dangerous, and we all 
felt it our intereft to prcferve his life, at 
leaft for an hour. I had now reafon to ex- 
pe<5t that the myftic curtain would be drawn, 
and all the fecrets of my life be brought to 
light. 

When Alfonfo recovered from his long 
fwoon, his firft look was fixed upon me. 
I felt myfclf penetrated with all the force of 
its exprcftivenefs. It was the longing glance 
of a dying man, that is about to bid an ever- 
lafting adieu to his favourite. 

The furgcons came, and declared that his 
wound was mortal. He was himfelf fenfi- 
ble, that he could not live many hours, and 
impreffed with this certainty, laid hold of 

my 
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my hand, kifled it, and faid, l€ My career is 
terminated, thanks to Don Carlos and his 
friends !" 

This fentence overwhelmed rpe with the 
bittereft fenfations. Alfonfo had always loved 
me, and I had had numberlefs proofs of his 
unftiaken attachment to my perfon. As my 
Genius, he had extricated me from a thou- 
fand dangers, and if he accompanied me by 
command of the formidable covenant, I was 
too little acquainted with the latter, to im- 
pute it to Alfonfo as a crime. All the 
fcenes of the part now rufhed upon my 
fancy. My incomparable Elmira was reviv- 
ed in my mind; it was no doubt Alfonfo, 
who had led me to the pofleflion of that in* 
valuable treafure of a woman. In ftiort, he 
had been the conltant companion of all the 
ftruggles, ftorms, and dangers of my per- 
plexed life. 

The next thing that flruck me, were the 

* 

emotions of Adela. She had watched us 
from the beginning of the cataftrophe at a 
diftance, and haftened to join us during the 
fatal combat. She now conjured the fur- 

geons 
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geons to employ ail their (kill, to prolong the 
life of their agonizing patient at leaft for 
fome hours, and determined to profit by 
this rcfpite, to fatisfy the thirft of her in- 
quifitive mind, (he was more bufily employ* 
ed about him than all the reft of us. What 
ftie knew of my hiftory, was a mere problem 
to her fceptic mind, and fhe now waited iu 
fblution. 

The great debility of Alfonfo, the pro* 
fufe lofs of blood, and the extreme pain 
which he felt, had occafioned three fuccef- 
five fvvoons ; each time he had a deftre to 
fpeak to us. After fainting the third time; 
he fell into a foft flumber, from which, the 
fwgeons aflurcd u$, it would be fatal to 
roufe him. At their requeft I ordered all 
the fervants and attendants to withdraw, and 
leaving the patient to; tha care of AdcU 
and Bernardos, I followed Fernandos, who 
had beckoned me to fpeak to him in pri- 
vate. 

0 

/ 

CHAP. 
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ETIRING to an adjoining room, Don 
Ferrtandos, burfting into tears, em- 
braced me, and thus began : 

fC Pardon, O pardon my worthy friend^ 
the man, who hurried away by a long fofter- 
cd and refiftlefs: paffiott, has now abjured it 
in« the blood of the mifcmnt, who, by the 
moft myfterious artifice, had flattered me 
with the perpetration of a crime, inexpiable 
by its confequences, and * fource of evct^ 
lading remorfe to my mifguided heart, 

f< You muft have perceived how powieru 
falty the charms of your Adela operated on 
rfkf caprivaeed mind, from the firft moment! 
INt faw her. You muft likewife have been 
aware, that her condefcending familiarity 
and the indulgence with which you encou- 
raged our intercourfe, could not but add 
frefti fuel to the unhappy flame, which my 
nature was too weak to ftifle in my languidly 
ing and too fufceptibk bofom. As I was 

ftretched 
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ftretched out in liftlcfs thoughfulncfs beneath 
the great linden-tree, I was furprifed by the- 
apparition of the fame being clad in white 
whom you call your Genius, and who had 
eluded our purfuit fome months ago at the 
malkcd ball. He held a dagger in his hand ; 
I was ftruck with terror, unprovided with 
arms, and in a pofture, which even denied 
me the leaft chance of defending myfelf 
from any attack that might have been made 
upon me. " Hear me Fernandos," whif- 
pered the being, in gentle accents, " I am 
not your enemy, though you once fought 
my life. You love Adela, and I am fure 
that your paflion will be crowned with all 
the fuccefs it merits, if you fend her an af- 
fignation to meet you at eight o'clock to- 
morrow night, near this fpot." I was deep- 
ly ftudying what anfwer I (hould make, 
when the Genius, profiting by my reverie* 
ftole away, and fuddenly difappeared. 

ft I obeyed the treacherous fummons, 
and repairing in due time to the appointed 
place, found inftead of Adela, a man, and 
miftaking him for the impoftor, was going, 

in 
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in the rage of my difappointment to plunge 
my fword into his body, when recognizing 
your voice, I flood motionlefs, abafhed and 
confounded. Soon the cries and ftruggles 
behind me, roufed me from ftupefa&ion, 
and kindled my vengeance. Seeing our 
friend Bernardos engaged with the traitor 
who had thus tempted and betrayed me, I 
flew — attacked, and laid him low. Had I 
known it was Alfonfo, I would have fpared 
his life ; but what is done cannot be un- 
done. He fought the life of Bernardos, and 
I flew him to fave my friend. It is ho- 
micide, juflified by the firft principles of 
felf-defence, and I thank God ! that neither 
my confeience nor the laws can charge me 
with premeditated murder. I pity the fate 
of Alfonfo, as much as I deplore the paf- 
fion which has hitherto chained my reafon, 
and benumbed every virtue which former- 
ly ruled my mind. I abjure my errors, and 
in commiferation to the foibles of our na- 
ture, hope, you will not deny me your pity 
and forgivenefs. To avoid the very (hadow 
of future inducements to my criminal error 

I am 
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Paris in a few days, 

rfewith the friend 
Lhe reft of a company, 

the I feiJ3 ?*rwcr ceafc to remember with af- 



! embraced s^v friend, exclaiming deeply 
hemprk^ m *3ear Fenuados, all is forgiven ?" 

ffnc^er.t Adda came to tell us Al- 



(Xsr c\2nc*5£v made us inftantiy comply, and 
ve ha^t^ed hack, in eager expectation of 
a IpccJy difdofurc of the raoft important 



Bemafdos had raifed Alfonfo from his 
pillow, he furveyed us all with an eloquent 
mien, then applying his hand to the wound, 







5*7 





fixed his eyes towards Heaven. His coun- 
tenance appeared entirely changed, and I 
hardly knew him again. 

" I thank you, madam," began he, laying 
hold of my wife's hand, <c I thank you for 
your kind care ; I thank you even for die 
caufe of my approaching diflblution, and 
ftill more for your fidelity to your huiband- 

I hone 
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I hope and pray, you will always give him 
yeafon to rejoice in his future happinefs." 

Adda was filent. Perhaps (he know not 
what to anfwer, nor underftood his meaning. 

" My moments are counted," purfued he 
after aihortpaufe, <c and I feel it, that thofe 
which 'ftil I remain, are but a few. My pa- 
pers will teach Don Carlos the whole fcries 
of the viciffitudes of my eventful life. I 
left them at the villa near Alcantara, in a 
little box, in the room which I inhabited on 
the groundfcl. You will find the key of 
it in my portmanteau, with fome papers 
relative to our covenant. Ah 1 Carlos, how 
I lament, that this fliould be the reward of 
my love, of my fidelity, my more than hu- 
man tendernefs to you. It was I that re- 
ceived you an infa<nt from your mother's lap ; 
have you never heard of Count Diego de 
Lafcara?" 

c< I have heard 4>f fuch a man/* replied 
I, " he is my uncle, my mother's brother^ 
formerly governor of Seville." 

cr Thenl am Jk/* continued Alfonfo ; I 
am that untJle, who renounced ail the gifts 
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of fortune and affluence, to follow and pro- 
tect my dear nephew, in this humble dif- 
guife. Your mother vowed to your grand- 
father whom a long train of misfortunes 
had driven to become the fecond chief of the 
mighty Covenant, to leave her firft-born un- 
der the influence of our order, and I pro- 
rnifed to be your guide and Genius ere you 
beheld the light. Our defigns were your 
happinefs, I fwore it folemnly to my late 
fifter, whofe love to you could never exceed 
mine. I lived for my Carlos, and now I 
die for him !" 

♦ <f Dear uncle," cried I, " now I recognize 
your benefits, but it is too late to Ihew you 
my gratitude!" At thefe words, which tears 
and fobs would fcarcely permit me to arti- 
culate, I embraced him with tendernefs and 
gloomy defpair. 

Adela, Fernandos and Bernardos feemed 
equally touched, and Fernandos kneeling afk- 
ed my uncle's pardon. , * 

" Be not affii&ed, young man, 1 ' continued 
Don Diego, " though you have killed him 
who only wiflied to preferve you from dan- 
ger, 
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ger, ftill he fees his blood fpilt cheerfully/, 
as it will doubdefs reclaim you to the. pathi 
of virtue, from which you began to fwcrve*. 
I feel myfelf very faint, and am unable ta 
expatiate long on the myftery of this uiw. 
happy night, but in juftice to you all, will 
briefly relate fome particulars, 

" The molt facred duty of our Cove,-, 
nant, is, to proted our unexperienced menv> 
bers, and to chaftife conjugal infidelity, e£*, 
pecially in wives and their feducers. The 
crime of adultery has rifen to an alarmjng 
height ii> this degenerate age, the laws in- 
ftead of preventing tend rather to encou- . 
rage it, and thoufands of hulbands bewail the 
confequences of that baneful and detefted 
crime* Friendship is now but an empty 
n&mc, and under its mafk the artful feducer 
generally fucceeds in his diabolical puxppfe. 
My Carlos has always fhewn too mqch kind- 
nefs to friends, and unlefs he attends tp this f 
ftlutary leflbn, by tempering with caution, 
the confidence he repofes in them, he will 
fpiit upon that rock. It was I who have , 
promoted his union with Adcla, • whole con- 
Voi,. IL E ' ftancy 
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ftancy and virtues will, I hope, never vary. 
Circumftances have induced me to put her 
fidelity to the teft ; I have tried the experi- 
ment, and muft alone bear the coft. I over- 
heard Bernardos, in a fecret converfation, 
tell his confidential fervant, that he would 
certainly kill the prefumptuous man, who 
had dared to rival the affe&ions of his friend. 
Attempting to prevent the mifchief, I watch- 
ed his motions at the place of rendezvous, 
and in faving Fernandos's life, loft my own 
by the latter's hands. Adela has proved 
herfelf worthy of my nephew, the accident 
has made Fcrnandos repent his error, and I 
truft, that my unmerited fate will confirm 
Bernardos in his attachment to the duties of 
friendlhip, and make him deteft all perfidy 
and diflimulation under the mafk of domeftic 
familiarity. 

" As to my Carlos, he has entertained 
falfe notions refpefting the motives which 
guide the Cabal, for 1 was at its head, and 
introduced him into its bofom. To make 
him great, without promoting his virtue and 
his happinefs, could never have been my 

intention. 
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intention. I was mafter of the cirtum- 
ilances, but accidents I could not control. 
On your account contentions have arifen 
among our brethren ; I have faved Elmira ; 
and the deceitful female who wanted to ufurp 
her place, has perifhed by the meafures I 
took. I kept you out of Spain, Carlos, as 
foon as I found the majority of my brethren 
againft you. The fictitious murder was 
doubtlefs their own contrivance. Don Pedro 
had fworn your ruin, and Francifca was to 
accomplifti ir. This Don Pedro was a traitor, 
he is now gone ; your friends and mine have 
the majority in the Cabal, and you rilk nothing 
to return among your brethren." 

Cf My dear uncle!" exclaimed I fobbing. 

f< You need not be afraid, Carlos," return- 
ed he : u you are among friends and confi- 
dants. Make them acquainted with the va- 
lue of our myftic fociety, when you (hall 
once be fully penetrated with its real fpirit. 
Though I have not gained the falutary end ot 
my painful and laborious career, yet all my 
exiftence has been devoted to extricate you 
from the multifarious dangers in which your 

E 2 impetuous 
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impctuous and airy temper thrqatenetf .tft iiv 
volve you. Oft have I faved yqu fj-qm abfp-r 
lute perdition, and no\y leave you without a 
guide. Your Genius t ran f migrans tq another 
world, but keep the leflbns of forclight 
moderation which he now g\ycp, carefuUy 
ltored in your memory, nQr let any opportiK 
nity go by, without profiting by their whqlc-r 
fomc practice." 

At this interval Counts Gir^umant awlSer- 
lartii, who had left us immediately after my 
uncle's wound had been drefled, entered the 
apartment, accompanied by a commiilary 
and fome police officers, to take my uncle's 
depofition, that he had cqme fairly by his 
death- He figned a declaration to thi& pur- 
port, and faved Fernando^ from all criminal 
purfuit, which would otherwife have beefi 
commenced againft him. 

The commiflary having withdrawn, Don 
Diego embraced us all, and gave his bkffing 
to me and Adela, He added* in prefenee of 
all our friends, that he had rpade a will con-» 
ftituting me or the ifliie of my bqdy^ fqle 
heirs tq his eftates in the diftnft of Seville, 

obfer-ving 
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bbfervihg that this Will would be found amohg- 
fiis papers at tny feat near Alcantara. 

Ht ndw began to ftruggle with' the laft ago- 
Thtes' of death. " 'My eyes grow dim/' cried he, 
Tdth a deepgrdan, " my fight Vanifhes— 
^ateWel Carlos. — I leave you my whole 
Tttiil 1 !— Part Wei Adcla,— Farewcl all!"— At 
thefe words a flight cough drowned his fpeech,, 
'antl he inftantly expired. 

T\vo days kfter we buried his remains itr 
ttoe <*m£tfery of St. Sulpice, Uhd the Spanilh 
AVlibaffidor artd feveral Spaniards of diftinc- 
tifch followed htm with dtte folemnity to the 
'gt**e. 

A now fow the reafon, why my mother, 
-on receiving the news of my aflaffination, 
J had made the then obfeure Alfonfo, heir of 
•the <#ho!e bulk of our fortune. ; 

• 

* 

■ 

<: m a p. vir. 

4 

. 1 

t 

1~ ft lefs than a fortnight fubfequcnt to tH?» 
cataftrophe, Don Fefnandos took leave of 
me and Adcla, and retired with her father 

E3 to 
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to Montpellier, where he died fome time 
after, in confequence of the burfting of a 
blood veflel occafioned by a fall from his 
horfe, while hunting with my father-in- 
law. I (hall ever regret him, as notwith- 
ftanding his frailties, he was a moft amiable 
and fleady companion, and the friend of my 
youth. 

I fearched my uncle's portmanteau, and 
found in it the key to the box which was 
* * faid to contain the documents of the hif- 
tory of his life, and fome writings relative 
to the Myftic Cabal. The latter I took 
great pains to ftudy, but could not unravel 
the fpirit of their contents, which I con- 
figned to Don Bernardos, who eagerly pro- 
mifed to perufe them, and communicate fuch 
difcoveries as his knowledge fhould enable 
him to make. 

My Adela felt an irrefiftible defire of be- 
ing aflbciated with the Covenant, whofe 



proje&s fhe conceived to be of the moft at- 
tractive nature. My adventures \*ere con* 
ftantly the objedl of her converfation. 
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ff O my love/' exclaimed (he one day, 
Cf how inconceivably blind have you been V 9 

— ,c How could I help it?" replied I, 
u I was completely in the dark, and they 
even put my thoughts in confufion." 

— fc You was miftaken, Carlos. Me- 
thinks, that the declaration of your principles 
alone rendered you worthy in the eyes of 
the Cabal. They propofed to you the per- 
petration of the moft horrid of crimes, only 
that they might try whether your mind was 
incorruptibly honeft. It mud furely have 
been a mere fcheme to make them acquaint- 
ed with the real fentiments of your heart, 
and the bold difplay of thefe alone procured 
your admiflion. I dare fay, you accufe them 
wrongly of being regicides/' 

— " May be fo. For it is a maxim of 
theirs, <s That the great and the good-may live 
free under* any form of government." . \ ^ 

— " I confefs, Carlos, that I ceafe to h£ 
a woman, if I refledl on the events of your 
life. There is fomething more than hutnaa 
>n it. Alfonfo's papers muft be extremely 
interefting." 

E 4 — « Thofe 
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— " Thofe which he brought with him 
hither, are myftic, and too abftrufe to be flu- 
-tiied with fuccefs in a gay city. Next fpring 
'we vifit Spain, and rural fedufion will doubt- 
lefs be more propitious to our enquiries.** 

1C Bernardos is certainly one of the league ; 
6 I long to be initiated in its myfteries ; and 
am rejoiced your friends predominate again 
in its councils.'' 

Thus Adcla prcpofTeffed me more than ever 
in favor of the Cabal, and we agreed between 
ourfelves, to make fure of the confidence of 
Bernardos, who feemed to be more acquaint- 
ed than myfelf with the operations of the 
Covenant of my brethren. He was always 
poring on the papers left by Alfonfo, and his 
natural gravity and carneft referve increafed 
every day. 

The period now came, which we had fixed 
fqr our return to Spain, and the fudden death 
TfMTDon Antonio whom 1 had cntruftcd uith 
\ht chief management of my cftates, ferved ih 
a great meafure to accelerate it. We there- 
Tore took leave of Adela's father and the reft 
of our friends, and arrived with Don Bernar- 

dot 
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das at Alcantara after a journey rfiore expedi- 
tious than pleafant. 

I found all my poffeffions in good order, and ' 
returned immediately to the villa, to take 
change of the papers left by my uncle. The 
room in which he faid they had been depo- 
fited, was ftri&iy fearched, but neither the 
.will nor the fmalleft fragment of the writings 
alluded to could be found. My diligence was 
fuch, that I left not a corner all over the 
houfe unfearched, but ftill without fuccefs. I 
had no reafon to doubt my uncle's veracity, 
and began to fufpedt, that the papers muft 
have been ftolen. Upon the drifted enquiry 
among the fervants, it appeared, that Don 
- Pedro's confidential valet had inhabited that 
part of the premifes, by permiftion of Don 
Antonio, as at the time of the former's depar- 
ture he was prevented by an illnefs of feveral 
Weeks, from accompanying his maftcr to 

• 

Mexico. That man had quitted the villa 
only three months before my arrival, and was 
gone to Cadiz to embark for South America. 
As h.s tha/ader had always appeared fair 
and honelt, my deceafed friend, who had no 

E 5 fufpicion 
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fufpicion of fo precious a depofit being con- 
cealed in the place, thought it worthy of his 
beneficence to afford a temporary home to 
a poor menial, who found himfelf deftitute 
of a home, and incapacitated by difeafe from 
feeking one at a time, when his matter's man- 
lion was fold to a ftranger. Strong as my 
fufpicion was, I had no profpecft of redrefs, 
and was confequentiy obliged to put up with 
my fevere lofs. The hiftory of Don Diego's 
life would have been far more agreeable to 
me, than the bequeft of his property at Se- 
ville, which was legally confirmed to me, on 
the depofition made by Count Selami and Don 
Bernardos, in whofe prefence he had confti- 
tuted me his heir. 

On fearching the villa, I difcovered feveral 
fecret pafTages and communications, which 
my Genius could have ufed with fafety for the 
execution of his plans. Since my Antonio's 
death the garden had been neglefted, not a 
fmgle favorite fpot remained to put me in 
mind of my part happinefs, and the very 
ftreamlcjt I ufed to ftrew with rofe leaves, 
was choaked up with mire. 
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- It was as if every thing warned me to pre- 
pare for new important events. I infenlibly 
began to indulge my former melancholy, and 
Adela being naturally inclined to it, contri- 
buted all flie could to its progrefs. Her ideas 
of the My (lie Cabal feemed to be more en- 
larged, and the grave Bcrnardos, always in 
deep ftudy, flattered her with a fpeedy ac- 
complifhment of her wiflies. Had it not 
been for Adela, I would never have returned 
to the fociety of my brethren ; and if I did, 
it was only that flie might likewife be made a 
member. 

One morning, Bernardos, with uncommon 
cheerfulnefs, informed us, that it was his in- 
tention to introduce us both to the Covenant 
in the evening of the next day. My fpoufe 
almoft fainted for joy, and each beat of her 
heart loudly exprefled the eagernefs of her- 
fanguine expectation. 

The long-wiftied hour arrived, and we all 
^ three fet out on horfeback, and traverfed the 
awful foreft. I pointed out Jago's hovel to 
Adela, and though a lively picture of paft oc- 
currences renewed itfelf in my mind, yet I 

E 6 did 
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did not feel the leaft apprehenfion, and was as 
unconcerned as pofliblc. Adela, pofleflcd as 
(he was of a mafculine fpirit, could not help 
being agitated at the moment of the unravel- 
ling of a fcene which had fo long pre-occu- 
pied her mind. We did all we could to in- 
vigorate her wavering courage, but our ef- 
forts were of little ufe ; her face would change 
color twice or thrice in a minute, and fhe was 
fcarce able to fupport herfelf upright on 
horfeback. 

Don Bernardos, by a much eafier way than 
that my old guide ufed to take, led us through 
the corridor into the aflembly of my myftic 
brethren. The venerable chief embraced me 
and Don Bernardos, and confenting with the 
reft of the fociety to Adela's reception, fhe 
took the oath in the ufual manner. 

A fete was then given which lafted all 
night, and reprcfented the celebration of the 
Eleufynian Myfteries. A long proceflion of 
priefts and prieltefles began to file off, and the 
latter were drcft in white tranfparent robes, 
their hair hung down in natural curls, and 

-garlands 
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garlands decorated their head. Among the 
number of thofe women, who carried the co- 
vered myftic bafkets, I inftantly defcried Ro- 
falia. She eyed me with a foft mien, and 
tears bedewed her cheeks. She then call a 
look expreflive of reconciliation upon my 
fpoufe who perceiving me rather in emotion, 
laid hold of my hand, and afked me what was 
the matter. 1 only anfwered her with a figh. 
Bemardos now made us join the procefTion, and 
feemed indefatigable in his attention to my wife. 
I don't know how it happened, but among all 
perfons prefent, I was the cooleft and molt 
fober partaker of the feftivities of that night. 
In the midft of tumultuous rejoicings a fecret 
fit of jealoufy entered my heart. I faw Adela, 
quite intoxicated with pleafure, fignalize her- 
felf by her forwardnefs before all other wo- 
men ; methought, (he paid lefs attention to 
me than to any other man, and in a very 
ftrange manner feemed to wifti to attradt the 
looks and feize the hand of Bernardos. I 
knew (he had at all times been rather partial 
to the latter, whofe prudence and folid talents 
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fhe often praifed and extolled. Bernardos's 
uncommon efforts to pleafe Adela and wholly 
to engrofs her regard at this fete, could not 
therefore but give me umbrage. Every trait 
of levity which my wife had formerly dis- 
played in her condud, every weak moment of 
hers, now powerfully returned to my mind. 
The folemnities of the night appeared to me 
like a miferable farce, and my imagination 
was utterly diftraded. Rofalia's modeft and 
touching deportment heightened my confu- 
fion, and renewed the bittereft rccolledions. 
I felt my face as cold as ice, and it feemed as 
if all the blood were thronging back to my 
heart ; the ftarting tear now engaged the eyes 
of every marvelling bye-ftander, efpccially 
thofe of Rofalia. This only ferved to over- 
whelm me entirely, I began to totter, threw 
myfelf on a feat, and immediately fainted. 
. Some drops of water, fprinkled in my face, 
foon made me recover my fenfes. Every 
body was eager to lend me his afliftance, and 
Rofalia flood the foremolt to haften to my 
relief. I anxioufly looked out for Adela, 
and found her at a good diftance from me, by 

the 
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• 

the fide of Bernardos, or rather leaning on 
him, and quite loft in deep converfatiom She 
had not even taken notice of my indifpofition, 
and being ultimately told of it, caft fUch a 
cold look upon me, as fully benumbed my af- 
fedtion. It certainly was an inftance of un- 
pardonable negled, all my pride was excited, 
and I refolved to make her expiate the un- 
- kindnefs of her conduit " Is this the. fame 
Adda," faid I to myfelf, fC who bore me in 
her heart before fhe knew me? Who, that 
fees her now, can fay (he is the fame?" 

The myftic ceremonies being ended, my 
indignation was wound up to the higheft 
pitch, by the continual indifference of Adela, 
who feigning to be perfe&ly ignorant of what 
had happened to me, went on whifpering to 
Bernardos and favoring him exclufively with 
her converfation, probably with a delign of 
curing me in this manner of all jealoufy, or 
preparing for an explanation after our return 
home. 

Poor woman ! How little was fhe acquaint- 
ed with my real chara&er ? It would have 
been eafier to tame a furious lion than me in 

my 



Digitized by Google 



US T HE GEN X V Sm 

my anger, Don Bernardos, who had had 
more frequent opportunities to ftudy the pe- 
culiarities of my character, feemed to enter- 
tain fomc fecret apprehenfions of my being 
very much irritated, and no doubt advifed 
Adela to fubmit, but fhe was determined to 
have her own way. 

We left the fociety, and rode back to the 
villa. I never faid a word to my wife, and 
my heart was full of bitternefs and gloomy 
diffatisfadion. I began to give vent to my 
fadnefs by fetching a deep figh, when Don 
Bernardos beckoned Adela, who flopped her 
horfe, and led it more to my fide of the 
way. 

ff What means this change, Don Carlos ?" 
began (he after a long filence, and in a tone 
of voice not the moft gentle. 

" There's no change, Madam, that I know/* 
anfewred I with a blunt and feverc barfhnefs, 
proceeding from the heart. She now appear- 
ed to me as if I had never known her. My 
mind was made up, and I did not much care 
for any thing that was to follow. 

She 
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She had never heard a harih word from my 
mouth, and felt herfelf much difconcefted. 
She feemed to tfifh for Bemardos's advice, 
but he probably had none to give, and the, 
like* one that has a bad confcience, began to 
fcreen her damped courage, under the maflt 
of aflurance. 

<c What anfwer," returned (he, cr from the 
mouth of Don Carlos ? What ails you ? What 
can be the matter with you ?" 

- " Nothing, Madam, I have told you fo 
already.'* 

She now relented, and wanted to try what 
foftnefs would do. " What ails my dear?" 
cried fhe with an artfully tremulous voice, and 
prefcnting her hand to me, " Does he know 
me no more ?" ' " 

She was actually like nothing in my eyes. 
When the fcnfes are once freed from love's 
enchantment, the heart is but little apt to givfc 
: way to the illufion. I beheld this petty fcene 
-with cold indiiFerence, fhook her hand like 
that of fomc old acquaintance, and then let 
it go again, though (he wanted to hold mne 
faft with one finger. 

The 
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This polite and firm indifference, which 
was kept within proper bounds, offended her 
to the laft degree. In the firft emotion of 
her choler (he violently fpurred her horfe, and 
keeping it back, the animal pranced, and 
would have thrown her, had I not feafonably 
alighted and caught her in my arms. 

Meanwhile the horfe ran off without its 
rider, and Don Bernardos galloped on to 
overtake it. Adela had fainted in her fright, 
and having relieved her with the fmelling 
bottle, I put her on my own horfe, and led 
it by the bridle. 

" Excufe me Madam," added I, rf for 
taking the bridle, becaufe I really think you 
don't now ride fo well as you ufed to do." 

This remark penetrated deeply into her 
heart, and fhe did not anfwer it. But I faw 
that her bofom glowed with rage, and {he 
could but difficultly draw breath. I never 
opened my mouth again till we arrived at the 
villa, and leading the horfe to the gate, I 
walked on flowly, without favoring her with 
a fingle look. On our arrival before her 
apartment, I faid to her, " Though the 

morning 
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morning is far advanced, yet, I fuppofe, you 
will go to reft." At thefe words I let go her 
hand, and abruptly left her, without waiting 
the reply for which {he had already opened her 
lips. 

She was vexed, and fhut the door of her 
apartment with loud impetuofity. I went to 
refrefh myfelf in the garden, and heard Don 
Bernardos return foon after with Adela's 
horfe. He anxioufly enquired after her, but 
Ihe begged to be excufed from receiving his 
vifit. He then went away, without troubling 
himfelf the leaft about me. 

» » 

CHAP. IX. 

* 

I WAS not a little embarrafled at choofing 
a proper method of treating Adela. The 
honor of a hulband is a delicate thing, which 
the foolifh and unjuft world makes depend 
on the condudl of a wife, f thought it would 
be beft for me to live with her on a polite 
but referved footing, receive Don Bernardos 
with all my former kindnefs, but watch care- 
fully 




52 THfe GENIUS. 

fully all his matrons. This was, no doubt, 
a very reafonable plan, but it would not fuit 
with Adda's violent temper, Which Could hot 
bear indecifion or fufpence, and d^mancietl 
an explanation, with fuchzeal, as if the "hap- 
pinefs of her whole life depended on it. I 
am certain that the poor creature had not then 
divided her affeititttts, and fully confcious of 
having done no harm, (he was inwardly proud 
of her innocence, and charged me with in- 
juftice. I at firft fufpefted, left Rofalia's 
looking at me with fuch tenderncfs, fhould 
have induced my wife to a£t the part of un- 
becoming familiarity with Bernardos, in or- 
der to be revenged of me; but finding fhe 
would not receive his vifits, I thought it a 
fure fign of her having perfectly guelfed my 
meaning, and of her wifliing only to give me 
i:o underftand, that Bernardos had not impor- 
tance enough for her to let him obtrude upon 
her penfive and melancholy moments. 

I repaired to the dining-room at 'the tiMl 
: trme. Adela fufFered mfc always to wtiit la 
good while, but having twice ftntherScorti 
dinner was ready, I ordered the fervaftts In 

waiting 
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waiting to ferve up, and fat down with a 
keen appetite. So much was I changed, as 
hardly to know, myfelf again. A twelve- 
month before, I would have been quite dif- 
tracTed under fimilar circumftances, and un- 
able to iwallow a bit. I thought no more of 
Adela, and made a hearty meal with the 
greatcft eafc and compofure in the world. 

The firftcourfe had juft been taken away, 
when Adela's woman entered the apartment 
to apologize for her miftrefs's not coming to 
dinner. I defired her to tell the cook to lay 
the cloth in her own room. It was well I 
faid no more, for that very moment my wife 
made her appearance. She either repented 
the meffage, or followed the fervent to hear 
my anfwer. I returned her flight curtfey 
without rifing, and fell to the bottle. She 
fat down on her chair, and fpread her napkin, 
waiting for fome time, probably to fee if I 
would offer, or help her to fomething. But 
I was too much bulled with myfelf for fuch a 
thought to have come into my head. I hard- 
ly took the trouble to caft a quick glance 
up<Wi her between whiles, She ftxed her 

eyes 
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eyes ftedfaftly on her plate, and appeared 
quite pale and ruffled. 

At laft flic thus began, c< It feems, you 
have made a very good dinner, Don Car- 
los ? 

t€ Very natural I fhould." Here I beck- 
oned the fervants to retire. " You know I 
have not flcpt all night, and pafled all the 
morning in the garden to conquer my fatigue; 
but you feem indeed to have loft your appe- 
tite. Why, you look quite pale, Madam ? 
I hope laft night has not hurt you?" 

" To all appearances, very much Don 
Carlos." 

cc What, is it poflible ! But that is the way 
of the world. We can tafte no pleafure with- 
out fome bitternefs in it." 

Adela was dumb, and feemed quite fur- 
prifed at my good humor and loquacity. 

cc Aftonifhing," refumed I, " are the chan- 
ges incident to human life. Laft night no- 
body was more pleafed with herfelf and every 
ftranger, nor more fprightly and eager than 
the fame Marchionefs de Grandez, who now 
fits before me mute, penfive, pale— and 

without 
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without the leaft appetite. Who could even 
fuppofe your Ladyfhip to be a native of 
France ?" 

Here (he put her handkerchief to her face, 
probably to hide a tear. Her face was now 
of a glowing red, and her eyes began to 
fparkle. 

cc Good God ! Madam/' cried I with . 
feigned furprife, " you have furcly got the 
fever ! Do you wifli for a tumbler of water." 
Here I pulhed back my chair, and rofe. 

<( Don't trouble yourfelf my Lord," re- 
turned (he, with affe&ed gentlenefs, while her 
whole frame was convulfed with rage; Ihe 
then added, " your Lordfhip may believe 
me, that you would be the laft perfon of whom 
1 would accept fuch an office.' ' 

— " Then I will ring a fervant." I rung 
and the man came. " Go to my defk and 
fetch me a phial full of red powder, which 
ftands on the right hand. Go, make hafte!" 

" There's no farther occafion for it," re- 
turned the marchionefs, beckoning the man 
to withdraw. cc Was it perhaps poifon, my 
Lord ?" continued flie, with a bitter fmile. 

I was 
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I was tranfpo«ed with fury at fuch a» in- 
folent and mprtifying queftion, wten, fortu- 
nately recollecting the part I had refolvtd to 
aft, I exclaimed, after a fhort paufe— C4 Poi- 
fon, Madam? a man of fenfe might draw 
iwny fine infeien»ces from fuch a queftion. 
He might, for inftance, think you fwayed by 
quite different principles, and wholly corrup- 
ted by the fpirit of a certain fociety." 

. " Is that all that makes you fo puncti- 
lious?" purfued (he, <f Is that all Marquis ? 
who was it then that firft made me acquaint- 
ed with that fpirit?" 

" Do you think it is I, Adela ? Look at 
the panes of thefe windows. You fee .the 
word Elmira, a facred word, inferibed on 
them. This is brittle glafs and has refifted 

ftorms and teropeftuous weather; but my 
heart is as folid as marble, from which time 
itfelf can efface nothing/* 

She perfeftly underftood me and (hrunk a 
little, I know not why ; either (he envied 
Elmira, or dreaded her fate. The firft paf- 
fion of the heart is always the moft powerful, 

aad 
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and flic might alfo have grieved at myrdeol- 
le&ing it. 

" You are in the right," replied (he, " it is 
very difficult to efface ancient and ftrong im- 
preflions." 

It appeared, as if (he wifhed me to digrefs 
from the main fubjedl. — cc I did not allude 
,to you, madam," interrupted I. " It was 
only meant to the fociety to whom you now 
feem totally to belong. You accufe me of 
introducing you to it, but nothing can be fal- 
fer. No man could be more difgufted with 
it than I was before our marriage. That fa- 
<iety always wrefted me from the hands of 
perfons moft dear to me, only becaufe they 
did not fuit their plans, and made me form 
connexions with others, whom I never loved, 
becaufe by this means they fucceeded in their 
wifhes." 

€t Do you allude to me in this point ?" 

^- cc My remark is general. But I was 
born free, Madam, and it is infupportable to 
be under foreign control." 

— " Who fubjeded you ta it ?" 

Vol. II. F " Can 



Digitized by Google 



98 THE GENIUS. 

« Can you afk fuch a queftion in good 
<earneft ? In the firft inftance my unhappy fate 
which, after bereaving me of all that was 
dear, I had the good fortune to diftance. 
And afterwards you, madam/ 9 

i" What I, marquis ?" This flie fpokc 

rather elated. 

— " Yes, you !" anfwered I, an a pet. 
4i Only remember your fecret conferences 
with your friend, Don Bcrnardos, and your 
frequent contefts with me. What good can 
there be expedted, if a married woman go to 
ftudy myfteries with a man that has no bufi- 
nefs with her; if Ihe form an hundred dan- 
gerous connexions^ negledling to cultivate 
.domeltic happinefs, and fwerving hourly 
from the duties of her character and ftation ? 
I defpatr of ihe confequences." 

Adela, who had petulantly provoked me 
to gave her this reproof, now began to melt 
in tears. Her fobs made but little impreflion 
upon me. My heart had now grown obdu- 
rate, and I firmly believed, that with the fea- 
tures of ingenuoufnefs and fcrene innocence 
Ihedifguifed nofmall lhareof artifice. " But," 
Added I morofely, " my remarks are quite 

general, 
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general, fo you need not apply them to your- 
felf in particular.' * 

— " Is this, Don Carlos/' anfwered (he 
wiping off her tears, ff the rcfult of my ten- 
der love of you ? Is this ill-treatment the 
reward you beftow on my candor and fin- 
cerity ?" 

I was quite vexed at this unfeafonable and 
improper reply. — " Pray," cried I in a pet, 
Cf what name do you give to thefe flight hints 
which, as your very goofi friend, I have 
taken the liberty of giving you ? Ill treat- 
ment, madam ? — The Marchionefs de Gran- 
dez is, I believe, the laft perfon in the world, 
that has reafon to complain of fuch on the 
part of her hulband. Your expreflions are 
moft pointedly harfti. — But, excufe, my lady, 
the great freedom I take. Nobody is more 
capable than yourfelf of rightly judging 
your own conduit. I have always placed 
, an illimited confidence in your good under- 
ftanding, and you will doubtlefs always re- 
colled, that your own honor depends on the 
prefervation of mine/' 

Fa — « And 
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— « And what Is there fa vifry bbjetfibfiii- 
ble in my condud:, as to piit ybti at a 'lbfs 
to guefs its motives ? I really hbpe, you are 
Hot jealous of Don Bernardos ?** T^fe VcHfc 
were accompanied by a -fheter, Which lad- 
dered her quite deteftable in my tyes. 

— " Madam, I recognize here ybt>r r rt&U 
tibnal chandler. Pot you ?MHd krtow, 
that I ain a real Britbn on fuch a fuBJeift. 
Were you but my miftrefs, IVbald dhly re- 
quire 'of you *ot to put rii'y h&Ith in flatter. 
But, fince I have honored ybd^itft ihe -Vank 
bf itiy fpoufe, I ittuft infift on lT ybuf • hot 

4 , . . . . , 

Jetting any one but myfelf remark the foibfes 
of your heart/' ~ '/ 1 : ' 

Affriark of her lips wks j iU the 'aittftfer 
Ihe made. At any 'other time I would' H#Ve 

* thought it very pretty, but I underftood *ttt 
Her pride, which I was defignedly occupied 
with humbling, wanted to exprefs by it. 

x She fell in a profound tevefie, but \ifthdnt 
waiting for the defert, I rofe, bowed, ^' rt^ 
tired. • • - «" 

I now thought of letting friatttfc ttH^jfifl: 
as' they were. I firmly believed it impoffible, 
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«hat Adek fhouldin fo fhort a time be fo 
mtidy co^fup^d. A cuflpiBg woman will 
feldp^ tranfgr^fs, farther, whea ffce knows; 
her&lf , cl# watched, by an attentive ob- 
%ver. Nothing but the moft fiery paflion 

ymte„m$m&. l ° : b)F»fc this boundary, and 
tfcfct was prpb^ly: npt yet fo deeply, rooted 
in the marchioness hf ?rt. P^rh^pstop much 
fqofa&.on my paft cpui^J h^v<? rendered me 
ia^ijflfeifent tp. h?r, op tc$ mych. art£ulpefs, 
aud fymSfi that of Be^dps h^ve led 
hpr tftqgfr- J t^egm to, c^eiye fc^e hope, 
tbaMhe hints \ had given her .woi^ld again 
put her in the right way, and reftore the : 
h^rraqny which formerly fubfifted between 

US* 

But IiW utterly, deceived in my conjec- 
tures, and ere a quarter of an hour elapfed, 
found art opportunity to difcover my mif- 
take. I: was ftill or the flairs^ when I heard 
the: marchionefs noifily throw open the din- 
ing-room door, and call loudly to a fervant, 
fC If to-day, to-morrow, or after to-morrow 
Don Bernardos fliould enquire for me, tell 
him I am not at home." 

. . - F 3 I felt 

* 
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I felt all the fmartnefs of this blow, be- 
fore I had time to meditate upon it. I was 
about to run among the fervants and revoke 
the orders of their miftrefs, in her own pre- 
fence, but fenfible, too, that fuch a ftep 
would only tend to magnify the imprudence 
lhe had committed, and expofe us both to 
the fcandal of every domeftic. 

The more I confidered this circumftance, 
the more was I (hocked at its latent mean- 
ing. Adela was extremely irritable, (he 
found herfelf much offended by me, and 
nothing could be more certain, than that fome 
fecret undcrftanding fubfifted between her x 
and Don Bernardos. I had fevcral times 
remarked their fly winks and furtive conver- 
fations, but I fafely concluded from their 
imprudence, that the bufinefs had not yet 
come to a decilive crifis. Thus it could not 
be cxpe&ed, that Adela fhould facrifice her 
friend to the mere fufpicions which had taken 
poffeflion of my mind, and to make good 
fuch a public difmiflion, lhe mud necefTarily 
have known of fome clandeftine ifTue. I 
# was pretty confident of their carrying on a 
fecrct correfpondence, in which I naturally 

was 
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was the objedt of their abufe, and perceived 
in it the certain bafis of all the contumacy, 
of my wife, and of all the fymptoms fhe had 
hitherto betrayed of her inward difaffedtion; 

As I had never deferved fuch fentiments,. 
I could not but afcribe them to the intrigue- 
ing artifices of Don Bernardos. Had I not 
been pofleffed of fuch an incredible deal of 
pride, had I ft ill loved the march ionefs as 
well as I did before that unhappy night, it 
would have driven me to diftraftion. But 
now 1 confidered rather coolly my circum- 
ftances. and my refources- 

In order to make a definitive fettlement 
of my plan* I ftrove to wheedle her into- 
farther confeflions. Under various pretences 
I wanted to fpeak to her, but Ihe always was 
bufy, and begged to be excufed.^ From thigr 
I inferred, that Ihe was writing. Don Ber- 
nardos came in the evening. I obferved 
Adela's favorite woman, whom I had long 
before fufpe&ed, receive and alk him into her 
own room. There fhe either acquainted him- 
with u hat had happened, or delivered fome 
letter or note from her miftrefs. In a little 

F 4 while* 
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while Bernardos returned to the yard, mount- 
ed his horfe, and penlively jogged along. 

This made me come to a final refolution. 
My intention was either to clrry Adela back 
to France, or put her in a convent. Neverthe- 
Ufs I thought proper to take the advice of a 
particular friend of my mother's at Alcantara. 
I called my valet and bade him give directions 
to the groom to keep my horfe ready for a 
trip to Alcantara, by twelve o'clock the 
next day. I did fo, that the marchionefs 
might hear of it, and prevent in time the 
execution of my plan, if ftie could fufpedt 
its actually being in agitation. However ne- 
ceffary this ftep appeared to me, I ft ill 
found it extremely unpleafant, and would, 
owing to a concurrence of various circum* 
flances, fain have abandoned it. 

At fupper-time, I ordered the cloth to be 
laid in my bed-chamber. On thofe occa- 
lions Adela would join me ; but for this night, 
having previoufly fent me an invitation to her 
own room, which I waved with an apology, I 
heard from her no more. How frail is the 
heart of man ! This trifling incident occa- 
fioned me a quite reftlefs night. An hun- 
dred 
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dred tidies I felt myfelf tempted to rife and 
pay her a, vifijt ; yet the b*ice uncertainty of 
thp reception I (hould meet wijh kept me 
bft?k;. I dreft myfelf, walked up and down 
th§, r°9PV then threw piyfelf again oi\ the 
bpd, lamenting the lofs of Adela's affedtions, 
curfing my fate, Don Bernardos, and myfelf. 
The night glided away with fuch follies, and 
had the morning not brought me to my 
fenfes, I don't know how all would have 
ended at laft. 

But my delirium evaporated, in propor- 
tipn to the ificreafing light. Having put 
every thing in r?adinefs for my projeded 
journey %q France, I gave proper induc- 
tions to my confidential valet, not to lofe 
fight of the marchionefs, to whom I now 
fent word, that I was going for, a day or 
two to Alcantara. I took my hunting- 
piece with me, mounted my horfe, and rode 
off without any attendants. 

Turning out of the yard, I took it into 
my head, to look behind me o,nce more. 
The marchionefs was on the balcony, and 
looking after ixie.. She feemed as blooming 
and as frefh as the vernal rofe. Pleafure fat 

F 5 dazzling 
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dazzling in her eye. She ftill had oa her 
night-drefs, and wore juft fuch a hat with 
a ribbon of the fame color, as on the morn- 
ing when I firft faw her in the garden of 
her father's caftle. This remembrance for- 
cibly ft ruck and affe&ed my fenfibility. 1 
gave her a fignal of adieu by waving my 
handkerchief, Ihe returned it with a flight 
motion of her hand, but before I had fully 
pafled the gate, returned to her apartment. 

This frcfh token of indifference and flight 
eftimaiion made mc very much inclined, in- 
ftead of going to Alcantara, to turn back 
immediately, order the carriage out, and fet 
off for France with the marchionefs that 
fame day. I thought it however my duty 
firft to confult my mother's friend, in fo 
delicate a bufinefs. 

On my arrival in town, I waited on the 
lady, but had the mortification to find her in 
the country on a vifit from which (he was not 
expcded for feveral da.s. I then went to 
my own houfe, ordered dinner, vifited fome 
acquaintances, and towards evening mounted 
again to ride back to the villa. 

It 
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It was almoft dark when I reached the 
little back-gate of my park, where I alight- 
ed, opened the door with my mafter-key, 
tied the horfe to a tree, rcfolved to fend a 
fervant to lead him to the ftable, and ad- 
vanced through the myrtle grove towards 
my manfion, which I entered feemingly un- 
perceived. 

In my fpoufe's bed-room, which opened 
upon the garden, there was no light, and a 
deadly ftillnefs reigned all over the place. 
I thought fhe had already gone to reft, but 
on getting up ftairs, I could hear a great deal 
of buftling in the kitchen, and to and fro in 
the apartmenr. 

I do not know what made me Ileal fo flily 
into the houfe. Whether it was mere curio- 
ficy to fee how my family affairs were con- 
ducted in my abfencc; or whether the hu- 
man mind harbors certain fee ret prefenti- 
ments refpeding futurity, enough. I Ihook 
and trembled like an afpen-leaf without 
knowing why. Every moment I dreaded a 
difcovery of fome unpleafant objed. Still 
I recollected myfelf, and was juft on the 

F 6 point 
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point of going into my apartment, when fee- 
- ing the marchionefs's front-room wide open, 
I defcried a certain queftionable glare, 
through the fuite of her apartments, proceed- 
ing from her drawing-room. 

I'll bid her good night, faid I to myfelf. 
She probably would conceive a thoufand un- 
fayorable thoughts at your getting thus clan- 
deftinely into the houfe. I now entered her 
apartment and found nobody in it. Two 
lighted candles, with long unfnuffed wicks 
ftood on the table. " Where can Ihe be 
faid I, ff I hope fhe does not run about in 
the evening air. Imprudent thing, (he will 
not be quiet till lhe brings on herfelf fome 
bad fever. 0 

I fit down, patiently waiting her return. 
But I foon perceive, that I am fitting on 
fomething. I rife, I look, — 'tis a man's hat. 
In the firft hurry of confufion, I take it to be 
my own, but a diamond loop and button 
convince me of its belonging to Don Bcr- 
nardos. My firft motion is, to fling it with 
great force on the floor, and trample upon 
it. I then take one of the lighted candles 
* ? from 
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from the table, and impelled as it were, by 
iriftindt, rim into Adela's bed-chamber 

But her bed was empty, and without the- : 
lead traces of any perfon's having lain on it. 
'I compofed myfelf a little, and returned foft- 
ly and flowly to the drawing-room* put the 
' candle from where I took it, replaced the 
hat, and waited a little longer. Hearing a 
ruftling as if fomebody approached, I hid 
myfelf in a corner of the room behind a large 
fcreen, and pierced in hafte the canvas with 
the bayonet of my gun, that I might be the 
better able to obferve all that was to go for- 
ward in the place. . « 

Immediately after Don Bernardos entered, 
hand in hand with the marchionefs, whom he 
led to the fopha, removed the table that flood 
before it, and fat himfelf down by her fide. 
Had I had the leaft belief in enchantments 
and metamorphofes, I would have taken this 
for fome fairy fcene. Both of them were a- 
mazingly altered. 

Adela was all life and fire. Her fair face 
had never exprefled fuch vivacity. My blood 
boiled, yet I could not help gazing on this 

fcene 



Digitized by Google 



no 



THE GENIUS. 



fccne with wonder. The gauze which covers 
ed her bofom was rather difordered, and, O 
heaven and hell ! it was not only deranged, 
but cruflicd into a thoufand rumples. 

She trembled, and breathed with great dif- 
ficulty. Her mdift eye was all voluptuouf- 
nefs. Her mien and every motion of her \ 
body expreffed defire. Not that innocence 
and modeft refiftance with which fhe ufed to 
check the bold carefles of her hufband ! Not 
that virginal coynefs which granted nothing, ^ 
but required every favour to be gained by 
force. Methought to fee before me fome 
wanton courtezan, fo bold, fo decoying were ' . 

her geftures. Nothing could be more certain I 
than that Don Bernardos had mixed fome- 
thing with her wine. k 

He fcemed to have purpofely prepared \ 
himfelf for this adventure. Inftead of a plain 
and fimple drefs, which he always wore, he 
was now decked out in all the glittering tin- I 
fels of a Parifian beau. The grave and man- 
ly founds of his voice were broken into low 
and furfeiting terms of endearment. Former- * 
I) I had taken him for a likely man in his | 
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proper and natural character, but now he ap- 
peared fo intolerably difguifed and abfurd,, 
that in any other place I would have laughed 
at him. 

His eyes were flaming, his bread fer- 
mented, he feemed to be at a lofs to find 
words, or even deftitute of the very faculty 
of thinking. His convulfively trembling 
hands fupplied the place of language, which 
would indeed have been fuperfluous here. 
The execrable villain profaned the pure 
throne of love— and alas ! Adela did not hin- 
der it. 

After having fatiated himfelf with a thou* 
fand libidinous kilTes from one of the fineft 
bofoms in the world, he prepared himfelf to 
confummate the foul crime. Adela was fa- 
tigued, and made not the leaft refiftance. A 
febrile fhivering now feemed to make her 
faint in his arms. 
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QCARCE could my tattering feet fuftain 
M the weight of my body. A fudderi gid* 
dinefs almoft bent me to the ground > But 
the imminence of the danger reftored me all 
the ftrength, which the dread of the former 
had wrefted from me. Defpair routed me 
from the fwoon of furious rage. I laid hold 
of my loaded gun ; 1 cocked it - r one and the 
fame Aug was to exterminate both of the 
adulterers. 

But fome guardian angel watched over 
Adela's life. In the very moment I pulled 
the trigger, my thumb accidentally got be- 
tween the cock and the pan. The clattering 
made Bernardos, who already held my wife 
clafpt in his arms, draw fideways. Struck 
with fear, he ftretched his neck. But not a 
moment would I grant him to recoiled: him- 
felf. The trigger is pulled a fecond time ; 
the cock flies — and down he drops with his 
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brains blown out, on the vidtim of his in~ 
fernal lull ! 

Adela laid beneath him in a deep fwoon. 
In the firft ebullition of my fury I was not- 
iatisfied with {hooting one ; I went and fhook 
Adela: c< Accurfed woman I" cried I with a: 
thundering voice, <c awake, awake to thy pu- 
nifhment !'* She gave feverai figns of return^ 
iflg< reafon. I thbn prefled the bloody corpfe 
of her guilty paramour clofely into her arms, 
and went out to pacify thofe of the fervants* 
Whom the report of the piece might have 
dtawn into the outer apartments. 

I met fome of them with candles in their 
hands. I told them, that my gun had only 
gone off by accident, and hurt my thumb a 
little. The women, efpecially the marchi- 
onefs's confidential Abigail, wanted to force 
their way into- the apartment of their miftrefe: 
but I fent them ail back to their room, wheye 
I ordered them to be locked up* Having 
got my thumb dreflfed, I ordered the men 
down flairs with my vakt, to whom I gave 
orders to take a gyn and fhoot the firft fellow 
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that fhould offer to ftir contrary to my direc- 
tions. 

On my return to the marchionefs, I found 
her quite recovered. She had rifen from the 
fopha, reje&ed the gory remains of Bernardos,. 
and kneeling before a chair at fome diftance 
from him, awaited her own fate. She was* 
quite fure of death, and wifhed for it. How 
could fhe ever have looked again into my 
face, without finking to the ground over- 
whelmed with fhame ? 

On my entering the room fhe ftartled. 
Every feature of her countenance was altered,, 
and Ihe was the pi&ure of horror and defpon- 
dence. Her hair flood frightfully an end > 
and fome locks dyed with the blood of her 
gallant hung over her forehead. The luftre 
of her eyes was extind, and blinked quite 
ghaftly at' her fuppofed executioner. Her 
lips contra&ed by grief, only opened to give 
vent to her agonizing moans. 

Inftead of being moved by this horrid fpec- 
tacle, my indignation only became the more 
vehement. 1 laid down my piece, which I waa 
ftili holding in my hand, went to the window, 

threw 
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threw it up, feized the corpfe by the throat, 
and furioufly flung it into the garden. 

u Rife, madam," cried L She tried to 
get up, but funk feveral times exhaufted on 
the floor. I then laid hold of her by the 
arms to raife her by force. She muft furely 
have thought that I wanted to throw her af- 
ter her villanous paramour. Collecting her 
breath, fhe whifpered with a faint voice, " I 
thank you, Don Carlos, pray be quick and 
difpatch me. n , r ) ' . 

I got her at laft to ftand on her feet, and 
thus continued, " Behind yon fcreen is your 
wafhing-bafon with water. Bring it hither, 
and wafli away this damned blood from the 
floor." 

She reeled obediently to the fpot, and not 
able to find a napkin, pulled out her pocket- 
handkerchief, firft wiped her eyes with it, 
wait down on her knees, and began to fcrub 
off the odious gore. She was feveral 1 times 
obliged to ftop in this operation, to draw 
breath. A flood of tears gufhed from her 
face, and mixed with the clotted blood. I 
flood by to light her. Between whiles I caU 
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led out to her, " Rub harder, madam. Hei^ 
is another ftaia," 

Having done,.fhe threw, herfclf with htr 
face on the floor, I raifed her anew, anct> 
fetching a, torch from the next apartment 
put it into her hand, faying, a Now go be- 
fore, madam, and light me." Meanwhile I 
took the bafon with theb^ood, and we de-- 
ftendqd into the garden. 

I condu&ed her below ,th£ windQW, out of i 
which I had flung the dead body, took, it :my^ 
fdf on myihoulder, and having given the 
bafon to the marchionefs, .bid her follow me? 
tp the moll folitary part of the garden. Sfae^ 
was dumb, trembled and fhiveredy and fpilt 
a great deal of the blood. ff Hold the bafon: 
fteady, madam \" cried I, with auftere fe ve- 
rity. The poor wretch took pains to obey* 
rpe, but it was in vain- • : 

I found a fpade, ^nd having reached the. 
lonely fpot, began to dig a hole. Theground^ 
being foft, my work wasfoon done, o She had) 
fat down on the trunk of a tiee* and lightedi 
me with the torch. Now I fnatched it f^onu 
her, faying, " Come,, madam, give your gal-. 
• K lant 
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larit the 'partipg kifs !" As patiently as the 
iamb that goes to be 'flaughtered, ftie knelt 
down before the body, and kifled its pafle 
mouth. I contemplated Avith pfeafure the 
r^hidhmce exprifled in her countenance. She 
rofe again, and I buried thecorpfe. I pour- 
ed the blood fovet the riling turf of the tomb, 

- and da<Wed the bafon in pieces. " Thus, 
I Bernardos/l added I, <( do I devote thee to 
^damnation and eVerlafting infamy! thou haft 
robbed thy fribnd of . all that tos dear to 

- him!" ; ' r :* •' " 1 ' * 

" 'Adeftl Could Wetp no more. Perhaps (he 
1 %as too iriUch occupied with the fate that 
awaited her. Only 'at certain intervals Wer 
<fct k <ty& ^otfid dwell on me with fecret hor- 
ror. I ftudktofly 'avoided thofe glances, ahd 
bfecko'nied her ta follow me to the villa. 

We returned to her chamber, fhe fainted, 
sfrfd I put her on the fopha. When flie re- 
covered a Kttle, I faid, Cf Here Madam, is the 

- kty of the room in Which I have thought 
^^r'td'fiiut 'tip'ytim ^omen. This inftant, 
get ; mdy ymv thmk, -that we may fet out in 

i Ms fti&n an hour* By the time you are ready, 
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you will tell me, whether you prefer the Peni- 
tent Sifters at Seville or fome convent in 
France/* 

This (he had not expe&ed. So much ge- 
nerality overwhelmed her. She threw herfelf 
from the fopha on the floor, and embraced 
my feet. The tranfition from the terrors of 
death to the certainty of life had been too 
fudden, and Adela could not rife again. I 
gently lifted her up, put her on the fopha, 
fprinkled her pallid face with water and rub- 
bed her forehead. Perhaps my features ex- 
prefled too much of emotion. She was aware 
of it and wanted to proftrate herfelf a fecond 
time before me ; but I held her faft. cc For 
God's fake I" cried fhe, u kill me not with 
exceflive kindnefs. I have deferved death. 
Here is my bofom. Put an end to my hellifh 
torments !" 

She bared her bread. I turned away with 
fcornful difdain, that I might not fee it. " Be 
tranquil, Madam/* anfwered I with compo- 
fure, cf and thank Providence that I did not 
furprife you after the confummation of the 

atrocious 
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atrocious crime. My vengeance is now at an 
end. I have pardoned you.** 

At thefe words I prefented my hand to her, 
which Ihe covered with an hundred eager 
kiffes. f< Thanks to your generous forbear- 
ance/' replied Ihe, "towards a more mifguid- 
cd than criminal woman! Heaven will re- 
ward your virtue ! for, alas ! myfelf can do 
it no longer !" 

She fobbed violently, and I began to dread 
for her life. In her firft fit of defpair, (he 
wanted prefence of mind for any refolution, 
but now the mod poignant remorfe made her 
be refigned to every thing. I trembled to fee 
her abforbed in thought. The whole extent 
of her guilt, her forfeited happinefs, her in- 
delible difgrace, her future mifery in being 
for ever baniftied from my light and buried 
in the dreary (hades of cloiftered feciufion, 
thronged with bitternefs into her mind. How 
fain would (he have met inftant deftruftion ! 
I trembled at every convulfive motion of her 
body, left (he (hould make an attempt to put 
a period to her exiftence. 

I fat 
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I fat down by her fide and held both her 
hands, cc Adela," faid I, " my poor wife ! 
Abufe not the weaknefs of thy huiband. He 
has forgiven thee. Give him not reafon to re- 
-pent it. He would deem this defpair a mere ar- 
tifice to blind him once more — employ the fu- 
.Cure part of thy life to convince him, that if thou 
.haft been mifled, it was only for a moment.'* 
She prefled my hands j:o her bofom, and 
^theii leaned her face on them. Her diftrefled 
eyes fpoke enthufiiftic grathide. She durft 
,gono farther. It was the angel of Repent- 
ance, cheered by the diftant glimpfc of hope 
revived. 

fc Now I call your women, Adela," pur- 
sued I, <f prepare yoarfelf for a journey. We 
have no time to lofe. I am furrounded with 
bafe liftencrs, the next town we come to dis- 
charge Ifabella, I alk it as a favor.** 

This Ifabella was her confidential fervant, 
and the fnarchionefs underftood me. ,f I am 
all obedience my inoft injured bu (band, "an- 
swered fhe >ktflmg >my hand. ; I rofe, Unlocked 
the door of the room; in which the women 
were confined, let them out, and defired them 
:to walk up to their miftrefs. The men had 

behaved 
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behaved well, and my valet kept a ftridl eye 
upon them. 

The horfes being put before my travelling- 
chaife, I afked Adela what place fhe would 
choofe for her future refidence ? She replied, 
that {he could not think of ever coming be- 
fore her father's prefence, as the overwhelm- 
ing confcioufnefs of her guilt would render 
death a thoufand times more welcome, than 
the fight of an auftere father. She had no 
objection to retire to the convent of the Peni- 
tent Sifters at Seville, or any other religious 
houfe in Spain, to which I might condefcend 
to fend her. The abbefs of the cloifter at 
Seville being a friend of my late mother's, I 
told her, that fhe would be belt treated there. 
She readily confented, and we fet out. On 
the road, I agreed with her, on what we fhould 
fay to the abbefs refpedting her feparation, 
and how I would fatisfy the enquiries of her 
own family. 

_ Have I really power enough to defcribe 
our parting ? Scarce can I imagine how na- 
ture could endure it. During the whole jour- 
ney, Adela never opened her lips, and the 
. Vol. II, G deepeft 
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deepeft, dartibeft and even molt moanlefe 
melancholy had changed her into a mere fha- 
dow, but this (hadow, ftill bearing the traces 
of .the fweeteft reality, moved every beholder 
to tears. All our attendants, all thofe with 
whom we only flopped for an hour on the 
road, began to participate in my fentiments. 
I myfelf, with all my rcafons of hatred and 
abhorrence, could not help feeling the im- 
predion of the fecret influence, which a beau- 
tiful woman, repentant and diftreffcd, is apt 
to exert. I endeavoured to confole her, but 
my kind attention only made her the fadder. 
She thanked me with ftill tears, and the dif- 
creet fervor of a humbled and half-broken 
heart, (hewing me at the fame time, that (he 
defpaired of every thing. 

As foon as the cloifter came in fight, fhe 
began to break out in loud lamentations upon 
her cruel fate. She feemed quite inconfola- 
ble, but I was fure, that the bofom of folitude 
would mimfter more comfort unto her wound- 
ed heart, than ftie really £xpe£ted. 

a * 
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AVING recommended Adela in the beft 



manner to the abbefs, who had ftiewn 
her the apartment which (he was to inhabit, 
I went to bid her adieu. * Entering the place 
where (he was, (he ran to meet me, and rufh- 
cd into my arms. I had not the heart to re- 
ject with contempt the carefles of a woman, 
whom I had once fo ardently loved. This 
moment was too folemn ; I prefled my cheek 
to her clay-cold face, kifled her eyes and fore- 
head, and faid, u compofe yourfelf, my poor 
wife. Strive to make peace with your own 
heart, and remember, that though the har- 
mony of innocent love w ill never be reftored 
between us, — yet I am your only friend, and 
whatever my heart has once cherifhed, it can 
never forget/ ' 

— " No, Carlos/' returned fhe, with a fal- 
tering voice, cr take back your friendfliip, I 
want it not. What fhould I, that could once 
have quaffed the whole cup of love and hap- 
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pinefs, now do with a fingle drop ? Do you 
think my glowing heart can cool itfelf with 
wretched illufions ?— - No, man of my foul, 
Adda has wantonly abridged the career of 
her blifsful felicity. Death is now the only 
thing that remains for her. Yes— yi die 
nobly. I have loft your heart, but will not 
forfeit your efteem. — Grant me the farewel- 
cmbrace ! — Alas ! Carlos, never (hall I fee thee 
again !" 

I knew not what reply to make. I did not 
wilh to give her too much hope, and yet my 
heart was bleeding. My fenfes were confufed 
at being fo near to her bofom, whofe throb- 
bing I was too well acquainted with. Her 
dying charms, the deadly palenefs of her 
cheeks, her fad lingering eyes mod fenfibly 
touched the very firings of my heart. 

i — <f Defpair of nothing Adda," quoth I 
u perhaps the future ftill keeps in ftore for us 
a thoufand events. Who knows, where it 
may bring us together again ? Time effaces 
mod impreflions, the bad in them vanifhes, 
and nothing but the good flays behind." 

No, no, I will not have thefe hopes. 

And 
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And were you even ready to take me to your 
bofom, with the fame tendernefs, the fame 
confidence, — I would not return to it. — But 
my Carlos/' continued (he after a paufe, " I 
carry here on my breaft your portrait, which 
my poor brother gave me, and which render- 
ed fo eafy our firft acquaintance. Will you 
fuffer me to keep it ?" 

Here Ihe pulled it out with a trembling 
hand, anxioufly waiting for my anfwer, and 
finding me hefitate for a moment, the over- 
whelming weight of her feelings made her 
drop infenfibly on the floor. I could not 
hold out any longer. I raifed her with fome 
difficulty, placed her in an arm chair, rung 
the bell, and fomebody coming in, I precipi- 
tately quitted the convent. 

I now went to Madrid to make application 
to the Gran J Inquifitor for obtaining his ab- 
folution from the crime of murder, for which 
the fecular magiftrates would no doubt have 
profecuted me. I was certainly wrong in 
concealing the body of the perfidious Bernar- 
dos, but the defpotifm of my rage would al- 
low me no time for reflexion. Had the po- 
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ftce laid hold of me before I took this ftep, I 
would have found it difficult to get out of the 
clutches of criminal juftice. But the Caution 
with which I tempered the whole proceeds 
ing, the confining of all the fervants, and the 
depoiition of myfelf, my valet, and another 
fervant, added to a large fee which I paid the 
Grand Inquifitor, and the promife of a dona- 
tion to a convent, foon procured foe all pof- 
lible fafety. The cunning prieft to cure me 
of all fcruples, even aflerted, I had done very 
right to inter the body in my park, as the of- 
fence Bernardos had committed was fubjecfl 
•to the cognizance of his fpiritual jurifdi&ion, 
and as by the canonical laws he was the fame . 
as if he had been ipfo fafto excommunicated, 
he could by no means be entitled to a chrif- 
tian burial. The reverend judge made no 
great enquiries into the nature of the cafe, and 
fecmed to accept my gold as the heavieft 
proof I could alledgc in my behalf. Thus 
will prieftcraft frequently combine with power 
and wealth, to turn wrong into right, and 
crime into virtue* I do not mean to fay, that 
I adually became criminal in flaying a mon- 
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fter who bereft me of all I held dear ; but 
were any rick murderer to make a fimilar ap- 
plication with a heavy purfe of gold, no en- 
quiries would probably be wade into the rea- 
lity pf the cafe, his word would pafs for the 
truth* and himfelf get; off triumphs ; where- 
as the poor m/irt would, jujHy or unjuftly, 
fuffer for the crime imputed to him. The 
Inquifition immediately directed a mandate to 
the magi ftrates of Alcantara, declaring me free 
from all refponfibility refpe&ing Bernardos's 
death, and forbidding then? to call me to an 
account. 

From Madrid I returned to Alcantara to 
appoint a proper perfon to take care of my 
eftates, as I intended to fet out travelling to 
Portugal or Italy. On my arrival at Alcan- 
tara two letters frqm Adela's father were de- 
livered to me. He informed me in one of 
them that Count Sclami and Caroline had left 
France and were gone to Toledo. I anfwercd 
his letters, and ftated to him the reafons ojf 
Adela's retreat to the convent at Seville, in 
the fame delicate and plaufible manner as I 
had prQjmifed her. The goodnatured baron, 
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who was uncommonly fond of me, believed 
all my aflertions, promifed to vifit his daugh- 
ter at Seville, and to keep up a diligent cor- 
refpondence with her. He however bitterly 
complained, that Ihe Ihould have preferred a 
cloifter to the paternal manfion. This deeply 
moved me ; the reafons which I affigned for 
her retreat were, an inward debility, and an 
indifpofition which nothing but lonelinefs 
could poflibly cure. 

Having finally fettled the management of 
my affairs, I prepared to vifit my friend Se- 
lami, who had by this time fent me an invi- 
tation to his feat near Toledo. My father-in- 
law had informed me, that the count left 
France very fuddenly, becaufehis proud fpirit 
could not bear the mortification, which the 
revolution forced every privileged order to 
endure. 

I was determined to furprife the count, by 
not letting him know of my coming. When 
I reached the terrace of his garden, the firft 
objedt which ftruck my eyes was a tender 
child fitting on the green turf, playing with a 
large greyhound. The animal being one of 
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thofe I had myfelf reared and prefented to the 
count, began to recognize me and jumped 
and barked for joy. 

The count, rather alarmed by the barking, 
haftened to the fpot, and perceiving me, flew 
quite tranfported into my arms. The azure 
fky fmiled with fympathetic ferenity over us, 
and flowers fprung up under our feet. My 
friend now took me by the hand, and con- 
duced me to the houfe. " You know all 
objeds but too well, Carlos, but there is one 
that is new in the family." 

Here he took up the infant, who could be 
about two years old, and faid, i€ this is my 
fon, marquis. What will you fay to it, if I 
have called him Carlos ?*' 

— " Heaven grant, that he be more for- 
tunate than his namefake." 

— i€ What, Carlos ? You ftill complain of 
fate? — Indeed I think you look paler than 
you ufed to do. But never mind. I ll do all 
I can to cheer you." 

We had now advanced arm in arm to the 
balcony of the manfion, from which I def- 
cried a lady, eying me with great curiofity 
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Smd attention. Her drefs indicated a perfon 
of quality, but of her face I had not the leail 
knowledge. It appeared very deformed and 
ugly to my fight, and after a Ihort paufe, I 
eagerly afked the count, ct pray have you got 
company to day ?" 
— fC Not a foul." 

— cf But who is this ftrange lady on the 
balcony ?" 

— " I was fure you would not know her. 
It is my wife, the mother of this child." 

— u Good God ! So Caroline is dead ?" 

— t1 No, my friend," quoth he, with a 
fmile mixed with bitternefs, Cf I will not un- 
pleafantly furpriz^ you. It is the fame Caro- 
line, whom you once fo paflionately loved. 
The fmall-pox has quite disfigured her." 

I clapped my hands with amazement. Thus 
had nature amply avenged itfelf for the jilting 
cruelty, with which (he had formerly treated 
my lucklefs attachment. 

— ff Never mind, Carlos," refumed my 
friend, <f though her beauty be gone, yet Ihe 
will pleafe you the more, by what -ihe has 
gained in lavelinefs. " 

The 
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The averfion which I felt, of making new 
female acquaintances, infpired me with a kin4 
of natural dtflike to her perfon. She had 
once been the idol of my foul, and my pride 
was now flattered with the idea of my haying 
not only nothing more to dread from her 
charms, but even of feeing it was in my 
power to humble her with the lofs of them, if 
ihe ftiould urge me to recur to fuch an extre- 
mity. 

With thefe fenfations J entered her draw- 
ing-room. She rofe from her fopha, and ftept 
-forwards to receive us with a blufti, a down- 
•carft eye, and a modeft curtfey. 

The count to draw her out of her per- 
plexity, took me by the hand, <c madam/ ' 
<juoth he, cc our good friend is come hither to 
tafte the fweets of friendflrip, being perhaps 
weary of love." This put Caroline into counte- 
jiance, and (he anfwered, " Don Carlos is wel- 
come, but it would be a pity, if he had re- 
nounced the fuavities of the nobleft of paf- 
fions." 

The converfation foon grew warm and 
fentimental, and in lefs then ten minutes my 
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former familiarity with Caroline was reftored. 
I now found, that her face was not half fo 
much deformed as it appeared to me at 
firft fight, its marks certainly formed a very 
difagreeable contrail with the remaining 
traces of its priftine fmoothnefs, but the na- 
tural delicacy of her features might be faid 
to have refilled every attack of the evil. 
Her mouth was frill frefii and rofy, her eyes 
fparkled more fentiment, and a fickly pale- 
nefs fpread a delightful languor over her 
face. 

There was an irrefiftible fpell in her con- 
vention. Her voice in Siren-accents cx- 
prefled the fenfibility of her heart, which 
was tin&ured with an air of foft melancholy. 
Thofe that loved her once, could now have 
adored her. Her maternal fondnefs of the 
pledge of her conforms love was quite ex- 
emplary, and ferved to give the finifhing 
touch to her various accomplifhments. 

The count affigned the fame apartments 
to me, which I had occupied before, and 
heard my late misfortunes with all that fym- 
pathetic concern, which charafterizes a heart 
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wholly fraught for friendftup. His opinion 
was, that all my miferies were due to the 
implacable Cabal, whofe deftrudtion he de- 
voutly wiftied for. He did all he could to 
difpel the gloominefs which had taken pof- 
feflion of my mind, and devoted the firft 
hours of the morning and the lateft of the 
night to the alleviation of my diftrefles. Ca- 
roline was ftill more eager than himfelf to 
roufe my broken fpirit. But fhe feemed to 
catch the contagion, and I foon concluded, 
that fome molefting fecret preyed on her 
heart. Her hufband fortunately did not re- 
mark it, but I foon perceived, that fhe be- 
came more cool and negligent in her carefles 
to my friend, and even began to beftow lefs 
care on the tender offspring of their union. 

Though our habitual confidence in each 
other, might have juftified on my part the at- 
tempt of fearching into Caroline's fecret, yet 
my fcruples would not permit it. I therefore 
left all to time. As to my friend, I thought 
it my duty to talk to him on the fubjedh 
He deemed it impoffible, that her fadnefs 
could be owing to any moral caufe. He 
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attributed it to feme phyfical defe<ft in her ^ 
fyftem, and exprefled his defire of having* 
the advice of her phyfician on the fubjedt. 
He added > that ever fince her lying-in fhe had 
betrayed various fymptoms of that latent 
diftemper which he declared to confift in an 
inward agitation, and that he thought tra- 
velling would prove the moft efficacious re- 
medy to cure her of it. So next year/' con- 
cluded he, fC we (hall make the tour of Italy, 
and I hope you will be one of the party/' 

I gladly affented to my friend's propofal, 
though I did not think it a proper remedy 
to eradicate his wife'* difeafe. My heart 
made me, I don't know why, defpair of its 
• efficacy. Whenever I was alone with Ca- 
roline fhe would fix her longing looks on 
me, and what I thought moft ftrange, was, 
her having never enquired after Adela, nor 
afked the caufe of our feparation. The 
count, I was furc, had kept his promife to 
me, in not opening his lips upon the latter 
fubjecft. 

Autumn came. Our neighborhood grew 
livelier by the inhabitants of the city retiring 
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to the country to enjoy the fports and de- 
lights of the vintage. A great number of 
vifitors waited on the count 4>r fpent whole 
days at his mansion. Both he and I difliked 
too much gaiety, and the counters, notwith- 
(landing her being conftantly in the midft 
of it, appeared now more and more depref- 
fed by her fecret chagrin. 

Chance, as adverfe as favorable to lovers, 
unravelled, in fine, on fome unhappy day her 
profoundeft fee rets. We 'had a great deal of 
company, and rather embarraffed in what 
manner to entertain them, the count pro- 
pofed a walk after dinner to a mill, roman- 
tically fituate in our vicinage. The ladies 
alfo wiftiing to accompany the gentlemen, 
followed them all on foot. The count and 
I, arm in-arm, led the way. - " 

The path grew narrower and narrower the 
more we approached the mill. To increafe 
the nuifance, a miller's boy, leading a horfe, 
made his appearance, and regardlefs of the 
fight of fb many noble and refpedable cha- 
.'radters, and of the outcries of his matter, 
ibruftied through the middle of us with the 
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head is fo weak, and why thus wifli to break 
your neck ?" 

I made a bow, and filently retired. The 
count was quite petrified, and all the com- 
pany feemed difturbed. I could not lpeak a 
word, and my friend was the firft who broke 
the ice. " Caroline/ 1 faid he, " it is late, 
fee the ladies back to the caftle." 

She cheerfully complied, and we went 
before them. The count was filent and very 
much grieved. I could plainly read in his 
generous heart, that it harbored no bitternefs, 
no fufpicion againft me. 

The whole company of vifitors left us 
Ihortly afterwards. At fupper my friend 
was as fprightly as ufual, and very attentive 
to his fpoufe. He anticipated every wifti 
from her eyes, and gratified it before it could 
fully difplay itfelf in her foul. He drcfled 
himfelf better, was conftantly about her, and 
fought by celeftial kindnefs to brighten her 
heavy hours. He ingenioufly would mix lit- 
tle Carlos, the fweet pledge of their lovej, 
in every thing he faid or did. In fine> he 
left nothing untried that a feeling heart cpuld 
do to reclaim that which had wandered aftray. 

On 
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On my own part, I fhunned every oppor- 
tunity, which could have interrupted his 
tender endeavors, and avoided being alone 
with Caroline. Hardly could I be per- 
vailed upon to fit at table with them, and 
then ufed to be <juke neutral and deaf to 
all their family-concerns. The reft of my 
time was fpent in vifiting our neighbors, 
making frefh acquaintances, giving fetes and 
balls,— in ftiort, I Was now generally to be 
met with any where but at the caftlc. 



CAROLINE was grieved at this change. 
The conftant prefence of her hufband, 
and his tender marks of regard, became truly 
deteftable to her. If I pleafed her before, 
my almofl continual abfencei now rendered 
me the moft adorable of all mortals in her 
eyes. Diftance ferved to -reader my cha- 
rader more amiable, jealoufy added ilill 
more to its attradlives, and Caroline's blood 
was wholly infe&ed with the corroding poifon 
of illicit love. Abforbed in a deep and 
fpeechlefs melancholy fhe became a real pro-* 
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blem to all her acquaintance. The count 
dreaded an explofion, and avoided feeing 
company, but this reftraint totally difcon- 
certcd Caroline. 

Meanwhile I ordered my fervants to pack 
up my things, and refolved upon a fpeedy 
departure from my friend's feat, as foon as I 
Ihould have found a fufficient apology to do 
it with good grace. I was certain that his 
heart really wifhed my abfence, and that no- 
thing but the mod tender regard for his wife's 
honor prevented him from plainly telling me 
his mind without any preambles. 

Once I returned late after midnight from 
one of my nodturnal revels, and knowing 
that the countefs ufed to retire to reft much 
fooner, I hoped to find an opportunity to 
fpeak to her fpoufe refpedting the projed I 
meditated. However, at my approach, I 
was very much furprifed to fee a light in her 
apartment. : 

I entered the manfion, and reaching the 
top of the firft flight of flairs, was ftruck at 
finding the countefs there, exclaiming m 
tears, " Ah! Carlos Thefe words re-echoed 

obfcurcly 
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pbfcurely in my foul. What could they 
mean? At the fame moment ftie fell fainting 
into my arms. 

— €€ What ails you, madam?" afked I, 
" are you not well ?" 

— " I am very ill, Carlos/' replied (he, 
raifing her face from my fhoulder. Never 
had I feen a countenance fo full of agitation, 
and her difhevelled locks hung bewildered 
over her face. " Pity me, Carlos,' 9 added 
Ihe, u for heaven's fake ! pity me !" 

— " She is out of her mind," faid I to my- 
felf, " or prefently will be. What muft I 
do ? I cannot flatter her paflion even for a 
moment ; and fuppofe I really were to do it 
purely to pacify her for to-night, thefe walls 
, have ears, and the count's friendftiip is dearer 
to me than my life." 

— « O! Carlos," cried (he, « is thy heart 
as infenfible as a rock ?" 

— " Upon my word, madam," replied I 
whifpering, " what can be the matter with 
you ? Confider the place, and the count ftill 
up—" 

— '* Then come to my chamber !" 

"I think 
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— fC I think the count has feen, and waits 
for me." 

— " O! come with me!" purfued fhe, 
weeping and kneeling down at my feet. 

— <c Dcai 1 , dear/' continued I highly a- 
krmed, " what can ail you my lady ? You 
feem to have loft your fenfes. Shall I call 
fomebody?" 

She fhook her head. 

« You no doubt want to fpeak to me ? 

But remember the unfeafonable hour! the 
improper place ! If you have fomething very 
particular to tell me, I promife to meet you 
to-morrow after midnight in the garden." 

O Carlos!" exclaimed fhe with im- 

paflionate rapture, fC will you meet me in- 
deed ? Will you ? Ah, I well knew there ftill 
* remained a glimmering fpark of your former 
fondnefs!" At thefe words fhe haftily flew 
to my bofom, and covered my facp with ar- 
dent kiffes. I ftartled, as if I heard fome 
noife, got ioftly loofe from her embraces, and 
conducing her to her drawing-room, filently 
retired. <c To-morrow, after midnight, Car- 
los ! 
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los! To-morrow. after midnight !" cried (he, 
with a loud voice. 

I was quite embarrafled how to ad:. Not 
that my heart had fpoke in the leaft manner 
in favor of Caroline, for to me fhe was, as it 
were, a woman without fex. To acquaint 
the count with the whole extent of his mif- 
fortune, finally ftruck me as a meafure as ne- 
ceflary as it was cruel. I knew of no other 
means of keeping the affignation without 
treachery. 

While I feigned to retire to my apartment, 
I tript on my toes back to my friend. 
found him reading, and his countenance ra- 
ther gloomy. 

— u You are very downcaft, Selami ?" err- 
ed I with confidential aflurancc. * c Has any 
thing happened ? How is the countefs ?" 

— cc I don't think Ihe is a-bed yet," return- 
ed he, " ihe was more agitated this night 
than I ever faw her before. She has been 
crying ever fince morning ; fhe complains of 
every thing. The weather, ftie fays, is too 
cold; fhe murmurs at your never favoring 
her with your company, accufes the neigh- 
bors 
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bors with cruelty for not vifiting her, grum- 
bles at the child's being unruly and trouble- 
fome — in fhort, God knows what ails her. 
What/' added he frankly, " is to be done 
with fuch a ftrange being of a wife?" 

— <f Send her to a nunnery, and let it be 
the fame where Adela is!" 

Here my friend furveyed me with a wild 
ftare. The hint was dropped, and had pene- 
trated all his fenfibility. 4f Alas!" exclaim- 
ed he, tc what a (hocking fate awaits me 
now?" 

— " Our deftinies, dear friend, are alike, 
^fhe fame incidents and the fame forrows 
ought then to rivet the clofer the ties of our 
attachment." , . . 

— cc But have I deferved it, marquis? 
Have I ever negledled any one duty ? But all 
is in vain ! My very tendernefs has turned 
Caroline's heart. But be this as it may, fuch a 
woman (hall never part me from my friend." 

— " Your candor, Selami, warrants me, 
that you know my heart. You may rely on 
your Carlos." 

— * CI But what will you do ?" 

I now 
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I now related to him without refcrve, what 
liad happened at the top of the ftaks, in,, 
ftead of being fhocked at the account, he urn 
quite enraptured with the honor and fincerity 
of his friend. 

-"Omy fecond felf ! M exclaimed hew4t% 
«nthufiafm, u art thou really a man? art thqfc 
really my friend ? or is my happinefs <i mere 
illufion?" . 

n My love is reality. Your Carlos de- 
tefts ingratitude. Oft have you found me 
weak and irrefolute, but^ treacherous— ne- 
ver I" 

We now agreed to try one more gentle re- 
medy with the countefs. His heart was quite 
averfe to ufing harfh means, though an ex- 
pedient of fiich a kind, firmly pradifed at 
firft, might probably have been productive 
of the beft confequences. The aflignation 
fixed for the next night, afforded me the beft 
opportunity of making a declaration to Caro- 
line, and the count left it to my eloquence to 
beftow it as ftrong and forcible aa I poffibly 
could. I infifted on his being a fecret wit? 
nefs of «mr difcourfc, to which he made 
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many obj eft ions, but informing him that I 
abfolutcly would do nothing in the matter 
without his granting the above condition, he 
ultimately yielded to my intreaties. 

Heaven alone knows in what manner I 
fpent the remainder of the night and the fol- 
lowing day. 1 folely occupied myfelf with 
ftudying how to addrefs Caroline. The 
count, with matchlefs prefence of mind, ap- 
peared as attentive as ever to his fpoufe, 
whofe mind was wholly occupied with me. 
Meanwhile the rofeate hue of her expanded 
hopes fuffufed her cheeks, and fhe feemed to 
be rocked by fome fweet dream. At night 
Ihe ate no fupper, her frame trembled with 
folicitous expectation, her looks became in- 
difcreet, and ftie loft all the powers of fclf- 
command. 

Though we continued feveral hours at 
table, yet the Countefs, notwithftanding her 
impatience, would not be the firft to rife. 
It certainly was the main bufinefs not to raife 
fufpicion at the very laft moment. My friend, 
after all, complained of a violent head-acfy 
wiftied Caroline a good night, who thanked 
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him more eagerly than ever, and (hook hands 
with me. Having withdrawn, I remained a 
little while longer; and intimating to her, 
that the count was not to be trufted, and that 
we ought to be cautious we fpoke on indiffe- 
rent matters, but I could not prevent iier 
from rifing and embracing me. I then dif- 
entangled myfelf, and beckoned her to fol- 
low. 

The count, according to agreement, had 
already taken poft in the garden, and it might 
be one o'clock in the morning. It was as 
clear and ferene a night as can poflibly be ex- 
pected in the month of Odlober. I told the 
countcfs to enter the garden through the 
principal gate, while I fhould find my way 
into it through a little private door, to which 
I got accefs by taking a circuitous tour 
through the different yards and out-buildings 
of the caftle. She obeyed. I had hardly 
reached the place of rendezvous, before a 
foft hand fuddenly feized mine; it was that 
of Caroline, who notwithftanding all the hafte 
I made, had got the ftart, and fallying forth 
from a thicket, furprifed, and loaded me 
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»ith carefles. " Thus/' laid fhe, M I catcji 
thee Carlos !-^flut thou (hrinkeft from thy 
Caroline ?" 

She left me no time to return an anfwer. 
Nothing but the certainty of the count's be- 
ing* in ambufti t ould keep me from yielding 
to human fraP y, and from returning fome 
-of the lavifhed kifles of this enchantrefs. I * 
feized her hand, and got away from her em- 
braces. She fecmed ftruck at my indiffe- 
rence. I led her trembling to a green feat, 
over which feveral tall bufhes formed an ar- 
bor, behind which the count was hidden. She 
took this for a fure token of my remaining 
jrfFetftion, and flattered herfelf with the fweet 
hope of this feat's becoming the couch 00 
which I would gratify her wiihes. In this 
belief Ihe fank almoft fenfelefs on my bo- 
fcxm. 

Had I been able to recal a fingle fpark of 
my farmer paflion for Caroline, and been 
alone and unobferved, 1 would have found it 
difficult to withftarid her melting kifles and 
touching prayers. I had purpofely laid k 
down as a condition that the count himfdf 
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fhould be prefent, becaufe I was dbubtfuj 
how far I might truft my own fenfations* 

She perceived that I ufed every effort tor 
break loofe from her, but taking it for a 
piece of virile coquetry, (he rfnly clung to 
me the fafter. <c Why feek to wind thyfelf 
from my arms? afked fliefmiling; " no, no, 
Carlos, thou (han't efcape me as thou didffi 
yefterday." 

— cc But I rnuft, Caroline. Only recover 
yourfelf, and acknowledge in me not only 
your true friend, but alio the confidant of 
your hufband's bofom." 

— rf O worthlefs man!* rfefumed fhe r 
ftartling back as from a monfter, " is thisM 
the reception your treacherous finiles had 
promifed me?" 

— cc It certainly isr ; I only expected t<* 
learn from you a fecret, in which I might 
have ferved you with my advice^ Did not 
you.choofe me your friend, and is there 
aught you wifh for better than real friend- 
Ihip?" 

She threw herfelf on- the ground, and held 
me faft by the knees. «• No, no, Carlos, 

H PUrfued 
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purfucd flic, ff 'tis neither confidence nor 
fricndfliip, but love I demand. Here I de- 
pofit it at your feet, and if your cruelty reje<5l 
it — my bofom lhall bear thefe pangs till the 
grave will cafe me of my burden." 

Here (he repofed her head on my knee, 
and a long paufe enfued. I could not help 
ihedding tears, and am aflured my friend did 
as much for his unhappy wife. 

I endeavoured to raife the countefs, " Rife, 
madam/* quoth 1, " you aflc too much from 
me. Can Caroline give way to fo unworthy 
a paffion ? M 

— 91 No, Carlos," replied (he, " I know 
I afk what is reafonable. Years have I known 
thee and thy fufceptible heart. It has always 
been open to the tendereft love, and for me 
alone thou wilt now be cruel!" 

— 4< No, Caroline ; the wife of my bofom- 
friend, is, after him, the next to my hcast. 
I once loved you with too much juvenile 
fondnefs, and renounced my paffion, to re- 
fign all its claims into the hands of the no- 
bled and moft deferving of men." 

I ftarted 
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I flatted thefe remonftrances in' hopes of 
embittering her againft me. But fhe quite 
mifconftrued my meaning, and thought to 
find in it fome remains of love and jealoufy. 
€€ How can Carlos thus upbraid me?" con- 
tinued (he, " Have I not fufficiently expiated 
my error? Have I not pined away in the 
faireft bloflbm of life, parted and abfent from 
the£ ? and now returned repentant to thy feet, 
to offer thee the pofleflion of my whole being, 
while every pulfe beats for thee, while every 
thought of my mind bears thy image — O Car- 
los !— can'ft thou rejett me ?" 1 

She fell to the ground in an agony of pain- 
ful convulfions, and wrung her hands in def- 
pair. I , lifted her to replace her on the feat, 
when Ihe melted in tears. No man ever 
found himfclf in fuch a fuuation. I was 
watched, yet fo very much alone, that I 
could expedt no help but from my own 
powers. 

~< f Deareft counted," anfwered I, <f you 
never was more miftaken than at this moment. 
I am unworthy of your love, and never me- 

H 4 rited 
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rited it. Elfe how tould I have fbrgor you 
fo foon ? M 

— fc So foon? Eternal God! is there no hopes 
for me, Marquis ? fpeak-^fpeak our, I con- 
jure you ! Why have you brought me hither 
in this damp and foggy night ?? 

She now began to rave, and all her words 
indicated a ftrong derangement of her mental 
faculties. She wildly beat about with her 
hands. Her whole frame was in convulfion. 
v Her fparkling eyes became extinft, and lhc 
fell down as pale as a Corpfe. The faint 
glimpfes of the planet of night (bed new hor- 
rors over this trying fcene. She only uttered 
fome deep moans, and I had hardly ftrength. 
enough to prevent her from taking away he* 
life. * 

The count approached. We tried every 
means to reftore her to her fenfes* when after 
a long paroxyfm of diliriurft, fte feemcd to 
recognize him, her hair flood an end, fhe 
violently wrefted hcrfelf from us, and was on 
the point of throwing herfelf into art adjacent 
canal, but 1 fortunately prevented her from 
accomplishing the iiniiUr purpofe. Shame, 

rage, 
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rage, defpair, and deluded and infulted love 
deprived her of reafon, and the grief which 
fecretly preved on her bofom, now broke 
forth with fuch violence, as to cramp every 
vein of her body, ami to throw her into a 
trance, from which it was dubious whether 
we lhould ever be able to rouze her again. 

After trying various remedies in vain, Ihe 
finally awoke from her lethargy, and flaring 
wildly around, began to fpeak. But every 
word (he faid was incoherent, and declared the 
entire derangement of the faculties of her mind* 

She took me for her hulband, ami he* 
hufband for me, but could bear neither of 
us to be about her. 

Her recovery was very flow, and her fhort 
lucid intervals were fucceeded by dreadful re- 
lapfes. We feldom appeared in her apart- 
ment, and fhe fortunately feemed to have loft 
all remembrance of us. Her infant fon was 
the only being (he fpoke to, and Ihe always 
kept him playing by her bed-fide. There 
was not one among her neighbors and ac- 
quaintances (he knew again, and a fombre 
melancholy had blighted all her wifhes and 
defires. 

H s The 
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The count was utterly at a lofs wfiat to do 
with her. His inventive powers were ex- 
haufted, and he confulted me refpedting the 
travelling to Italy formerly propofed, as the 
laft expedient he could try. I advifed him 
to propofe it himfelf to the Countefs, but he 
might as well have addrefled himfelf to a 
dumb animal. She gazed at him with a be- 
wildered look, like one who hears words 
without comprehending them, and then caft 
her eyes down again. 

Meanwhile I was confidering of the propri- 
ety of fpnding her to the Penitent Sifters at 
Seville, where the company of my Adela 
and their former friendftiip, might probably 
be more efficacious in curing her, than all 
her hulband's care and delicate forbearance. 
But uncertain of the real ftate of Adela's 
heart, which her tender letters could not clear 
up entirely to my fatisfaftion, I felt at firft 
fome fcruples to expofe the countefs under the 
pretence of effe&ing her recovery to far greater 
dangers. If Adela's heart was not radically 
mended, and a companion had been fent her, 

with 
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\¥ith a paflion in her breaft more ardent than 
her own, what muft have been the refult of ' 
the company of two women, who in the heat 
of their temper, and the excefs of their un- 
gratified feelings, might have been capable 
of every mifchief ? I alfo conlidered, that A- 
dela's returning affedtion towards me, would 
perhaps roufe Caroline's jealoufy. From 
thcfe refic&ions I thought it beft to prevail 
on my friend to let me go to Seville, where- 
I intended perfonally to found Adela's Hate 
of mind, and then decide with him the pro- 
jedt of fending or not fending his Caroline to 
the fame place. 

He approved of my refolution, and I fet 
out accordingly. Arrived at Seville, I went 
to an inn, not far from the convent of the 
Penitent Sifters, where I painted my face, 
eye-brows and mouth, put a large plaifter on 
my right eye, drelfed myfelf in the difguife 
of a fervant, wearing the livery of the domef- 
ticks of the governor of Alcantara, and took 
a letter written and fealed by me to Adela 
to acquaint her with a fpeedy vilit from Coun- 
tefs Caroline Selami. 

H T 
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I arrived at the gate of the cloifter, jutt as 
the nuns were at prayers. I rung the bell, 
and the porter coming up to me, I aflted her, 
carting a fhecpifh look on the direction of the 
letter, if there M as not a certain Marchionefs 
de Grandez there, I had got a letter for 
her ? 

— cf Poor lady !" began the talkative fitter,/ 
u I am glad there is fome jov ful news for her. 
The letter, I fuppofe, comes from her huf- 
band! Poor thing! (he almoft devours his 
letters before Ihe has read them ! M 

— " But pray, what kind of a woman is 
that Marchionefs?" 

— l< A very great lady, I aflure you maf- 
ter ; fo fweet, fo mild, fo virtuous — 99 

— " Only think!" interrupted I with aa 
air of fimplicity. 

— u When her ladyfliip firft came, ihe did 
nothing but weep. She was quite pining 
away, and the other ladies could hardly get a 
word out of her mouth. What ails you ma- 
dam? What's the matter? everyone would 
afk her, and there is not one that had not 
wilhed to know the fecret." 

— " I dare 
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— « I dare fay/' replied I, " and would 
not care if I knew it myfclf." 

— - cc There is no telling what it really was, 
but there are many fufpicions?" 

— " Oddfo!" 

— cf They fay, her fpoufe is of a wild, 
fiery temper, and, who knows, what other 
fcenes may have happened in the family 1** 

Good God ! thought I, ibmebody muft 
have betrayed them.—" Perhaps the Marquis 
was jealous," anfweredl, " and if the lady 
be handfome, I don't fee why he ftiou'dn't?" 

— k< That's importable, mafter. She is the 
pattern of virtue. Several perfons came to 
vifit her here, but (he never would fee ftrart- 
gers nor fpeak to them. I rather think it is 
the Marquis's fault.' * 

Here I breathed more freely. So the ho- 
nor of my wife was fcreened, I little cared 
what the world thought of mine. 

" Very true, lifter," cried I, c< the 

marquis is a fad fellow, he has played a thou- 
fand ft range tricks, and God knows ! when 
he means to leave them off." 

— " So you know him ?" 

<c And 
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<c And who does not from hear-fay ? I'm 
fure he muft be one of the wildeft jockies 
alive. But church is over now, and I have 
orders to deliver this letter perfonally to the 
marchionefs. Will you have the goodnefs to 
tell her, that a fervant of the Governor of 
Alcantara, that came hither with his mafter, 
is charged with a letter from Don Carlos ?" . 

— " But I am afraid (he won't fee you." 

— u Then only tell her the letter comes 
from her hufband, and that my orders are to 
deliver it into no other hands but her own." 

1 was confident that however (hy (lie might 
be of receiving ftrangers, fhe could not refufe 
admittance to a perfon fent by her hufband. 
The fifter went and returned a little while 
after, with the intelligence of her having or- 
ders to introduce me into the parlor. 

I followed the fifter, and found Adela rea- 
dy to receive me at the barred window. 
Without deigning to honor me with a fingle 
look (he eagerly fnatched the letter from my 
hands, infpe&ed the direction and feal, kifled 
it, broke it open, and began to perufe the 
contents. But with fuch eager hafte did Ihe 
v feem 
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feem to read, as to be often obliged to perufe 
certain paffages over again, in order not to 
lofe the fenfe. 

* 

Meanwhile I had leifure enough to exa- 
mine the features of my wife's countenance. 
They became brighter and ferener, the more 
Ihe went on reading. Tendernefs, love, and 
candor beamed in her eyes, and at the conclu-, 
lion of the letter a big tear trickled down her 
face. She would not even turn away to hide 
it from me, but let it drop on the letter, which 
flie once more fervently killed. 

— I€ Do you come ftraight from Alcanta- 
ra, my good friend afked (he putting the 
letter in her bofom. 

. — fC Yes, Madam, I came with letters 
from the Governor, my mafter, for the arch- 
bifliop of this place." 

— 11 Do you know the Marquis de Gran- 
dcz ?" 

— " Who fliould not know fuch a be- 
nevolent man ? He always wifties to fee every 
body happy." 

Thefe words affe&ed her. r< You are right/ 1 

returned 
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returned fhe fighirrg, " but he does often 
lavifh his kindnefs on the ungrateful " 

— Ck The world abounds with them, ma- 



Here her eyes fwelled with tears, but the 
inward confcioufnefs of her guilt made her 
hide them and fhe turned afide to w ipc them 
off. 

— cc Do you fee him often ?" 
— " Very often." 

— Cf Then you are more fortunate than I \" 
— " Why Madam ? you will fee him once > 
and then continue with him for good." 

— u God blefs you for this good prophe- 
cy. Should I ever leave this convent, Til 
remember it to your advantage. But now 
take this fmall prefent for your meffage." 

Here fne handed me a double piftole in 
gold, through the bars of the window. I 
eagerly feized her hand and kifTed it, and 
while I was Hooping and holding it fad, I 
pulled a fmall diamond ring which Ihe well 
knew, oif my finger, and put it on that on 
which (he wore her wedding-ring. I then 
quickly turned round to be gone. She did 
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not perceive the ring till I had got to the 
door, when fhe cried out, " Heavens, what is 

- that ? Should it O flop, flop a little ?" 

But I impetuoufly fhut the door and made 
off. 

My heart was quite pleafed with the dif- 
covery I had made of my Adelas entire 
amendment, and already congratulated myfelf 
on my future happinefs. I was fure now, 
that her company would foon refiore Caroline 
to her reafon, and on my return to Toledo, I 
acquainted my friend with the fuccefs of my 
excurfion, and he now jo> fully confented to 
fend his fpoufe to live with mine. A fort- 
night after, Coroline being much better than 
fhe had been lately, my friend communicated 
our plan to her, and fhe exprefled a lively de- 
fire to be with my Adela in the manner pro- 
pofed. The count accompanied her to the 
convent, where he found Adela to whom he 
delivered a very promifing and tender letter 
from me. 

On his return, we agreed to fet out toge- 
ther on our long-proje£ted tour through Italy. 
We were juft in time for the carnival at Ve- 
nice. 
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nice. Wc wrote therefore to our fpoufes, to 
acquaint them with our intended departure, 
and promifed to return within a twelvemonth 
at fartheft. . 

CHAP. XIII. 

ON our arrival at Venice, we found an 
aftonilhing concourfe of ftrangers. Ne- 
ver was there a carnival more brilliant. The 
fquare at St. Mark was crowded all day long ; 
with thoufands of curious mafks. Plays, balls, 
pleafure-excurfions gave a fair difplay to the 
fpirit of intrigue and gallantry. . 

He that does not thrive fuccefsfully among 
the Venetian ladies, may renounce love and 
love-matters for life. The count and I were 
every where known, and having no reafon to 
keep incognito, we refolved to fpare no'ex- 
pences to do honor to our rank. We were of 
courfe looked upon as good and fubftantial 
conquefts. The count, owing to his confum- 
mate perfonal accompliihments won many a 
heart, and I muft confefs, that the figure 

which 
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'w hich myfelf cut was much inferior to his 
own. 

Without the leaft envy I let him follow 
his brilliant fortunes. Only on fome occa- 
fions, when I thought Caroline's rights too 
much invaded, I ftrove to keep him within 
bounds. He loved me fo well as to have fub- 
jedled himfelf entirely to my control, had I 
wifhed for it. Neverthelcfs his extreme fuf- 
ceptibility, made him commit many exceffes, 
from which I would have found it very dif- 
ficult to reftrain him. Indeed I often wifhed. 
him a genius, that might have accompanied 
him to thofe fecret haunts, whither my looks 
were unable to penetrate. 

The Dutchefs de F** ultimately captivated 
his tafte. She combined all thofe qualifica- 
tions, which the count loved to find in a wo- 
man. He frankly owned his paflion to me. 
I was rather glad to hear, that one lerious at- 
tachment fhould reftrain him from commit- 
ting other excefles. The count faw nothing elfe 
in that lady than a woman of fenfibili ty, who 
was prepared to blefs him with her friendfliip. 
I confirmed him in his opinion of the purity 

and 
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and difintereftednefs of her love ; becaufe 
fuch a thought could only keep him from 
making an attempt upon her virtue which 
M as probably too weak, not to yield to his in- 
fluence. But the dutchefs herfelf foon def- 
troyed thofe honorable ideas in his mind. 
She fcorned immoderate referve, and true to 
the character of an Italian woman, that had 
hitherto been always accuftomed to captivate 
her own countrymen by fenfual pleafure, fhe 
even could make no exception in her princi- 
ples with regard to a foreigner. 

She was very unhappily married to an old 
and jealous hufband, who kept her much (hut 
up, and at the time fhe got acquainted with 
the count, fhe probably had not yet commit- 
ed any infidelity to the bed of the former. So 
clofely had Ihe always been watched as to 
have it put out of her power to give fo much 
encouragement to any man as fhe afterwards 
did to the count, nor was there one before 
that hit upon the fecret of familiarizing himfelf 
with the old dukc > and bringing him over to 
his intercft. 

Such 
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Such was my friend's fuccefs. He firft 
began to make the old man his friend, and at 
laft became his moft intimate confidant. The 
duke thought it his duty to introduce him to 
his fpoufe, however averfe he had previoufly 
reprefented her to great company, and how- 
ever fond of folitude. At laft not a day 
paired without his prefling Selami to ftay din- 
ner or fupper with him. The reft of the 
night was fpent in revels in places of public 
refort, in the ftreets, in houfes of ill-fame, 
and under various difguifes, fo that the duke 
and he were often in danger of lofing their 
life, getting a found drubbing, or being pro- 

■ 

fecuted. 

Although I was certain of the count's fuf- 
fering himfelf to be thus led about with in- 
ward reluftance, and his participating in thofe 
diflipations only as far as they kept the duke 
from his lady, and brought himfelf the nearer 
to her, yet methought he went too far. 

As to the duchefs (he felt herfelf fecretly 
obliged to my friend for this diflblute courfe 
of life. It afforded an opportunity to both, 
to make fure not only of every jprefent happy 

moment, 
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moment, but like wife to enjoy thofe promilcd 
by futurity. Their mutual attachment to each 
other, which took place even before the count 
had been introduced to her, furniflied them a 
thoufand little artifices to exprefs, unperceiv- 
ed, their fenfations even before the eyes of the ' 
world, to give aflignations, and to make any , 
arrangement they pleafed. 

Count Selami finally brought it fo far, as 
to obtain for myfelf the free accefs to the 
duke's houfe. I ftiewed fo much indifference 
for the continuance of this connexion, that 
the duke would not even take the trouble of . 
; being jealous of me. At laft his grace fancied, 
that fome fecret grief made me fo dull and re- 
ferved, and in order to cure me of my fuppofed 
diftemper, he foon thought proper to admit I 
me to fhare his riotous pleafures, which I 
feigned to do fo warmly, as to gain at laft his 
confidence and friendfhip, almoft in the fame 
degree as the count. Thus I had not only 
the gratification of witnefling the fine ma- 
noeuvres of a clandeftine love-affair, but of 
rendering important fervices to the lovers 
• themfelves. 

They 

Digitized by Google 




THE GENIUS. 



167 



They were however not a bit the nearer the 
accompliftiment of their wifiies ; and though 
the dutchefs was then far lefs watched, yet her 
huflband's friendlhip would but feldom per- 
mit him to lofe fight of the count. This 
long privation wound up the defires of the 
fair Italian to the higheft pitch, and fhe re- 
folved to hazard every thing for the fake of 
gratification. 

The count was apprifed of this refolution, 
to which were added the bittereft complaints 
againft his want of fpirited enterprife. She 
threatened him with a nightly vifit, as foon as 
fhe fhould be able to efcape but half-way from 
the duke, and my friend, who perceived all 
the danger of loving more from caprice than 
inclination, trembled at the approach of each 
coming night, and was conftantly confulting 
with me about the means of preventing any 
difagrecable furprife. 

At laft the night, fo long wiflied for by the 
dutchefs, came* Her hufband had returned 
very much intoxicated from a nodurnal ban- 
quet. He was taken fo ill owing to his hav- 
ing furfeitcd himfelf, as to render it necefiary 
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to fend for a medical man, who ordered an 
immediate bleeding. But the patient only 
grew worfc, fell into a violent fever, and be- 
gan to grow delirious. The next ftep was, to 
remove him from the dutchefs's apartment 
to another. The latter immediately put on 
her %j£tid&lc *, gave the necefiary orders to her 
waiting-woman, and haftened through a pri- 
vate door of the ducal palace to a gondola, 
which, by her commands, had been kept in 
readinefs for fcveral nights on the canal. 

Count Sclami had likewife taken every pre- 
caution to receive her in the houfe we inha- 
bited. At the leaft knock given, the door 
was to be opened. The count never went to 
bed before day-break, and when he was oblig- 
ed to go out, I was always waiting for her. 
The dutchefs having intimated to him, that 
her vifit was very nigh, he withdrew from 
company much fooner than ufual, and w r e 
fpent the remainder of the night in friendly 
conver&tion. His expedation was very fan- 

■ 

♦ A draft peculiar to the Italian ladies. It is a kind 
*f veil* 
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guine, and he placed no great reliance in the 
circumfpe&ion of the lady, whom the violence 
of her paflion feemed to have entirely blinded* 
The leaft noife, the leaft ruftling made him 
ftartle, his face would change color at every 
creaking of the door, and even the knocks at 
neighboring houfes feemed to alarm him. 

One night a loud rapping was heard at our 
door. The wire was pulled to open it, but 
nobody came. We both rofe toliften, but 
could not hear the leaft noife for fcveral mi- 
nutes. The count impatiently took a candle, 
went again to the houfe-door, and holding his 
ear for fome time to the key-hole, he opened 
it, went out, and at the diftance of two or 
three yards, found a woman dreft in white 
lying almoft lifelefs on the ground. He cal- 
led me to his afliftance. We took up the 
lady, her zendale w as torn, and her drefs in 
the utmoft derangement. 1 held the light to 
her face, and we recognized the 'dutchefs ! 

Having carried her into our parlor, it was 
a good while before {he recovered her fenfes. 
Her voice was bewildered, and the firft wifli 
Ihe expreffed was to be brought home. We 

Vol. II. I promifed 
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promifed to efcort her, and conjuring her to 
be cafy, requefted fhc would; give us an,ac- 
count of what had happened. 

« Lofe no time/* faid fhe all in a tremble, 
* to make the flrifteft fearch all over this 
houfe ; for there muft be fome ftrangers in 
it." The count having rung all the fervants 
to make the defired fearch, the dutchefs thus 
continued her ftory : 

— tC It is more than half an hour ago, that 
I arrived in the canal before your door. But 
I could not leave my gondola ; becaufe two 
young men, in deep converfation, were (land- 
ing before it. As far as I could fee through 
darknefs, they wore a kind of uniform, and 
fpoke rather low in a foreign language, fo 
that I could not underftand a fingle word they 
faid. 

— .*< Having waited in vain feveral minutes 
for their going, and afraid left I fliould lofc 
too much time, I ventured to land and knock 
at your door. I pulled the wire and it open- 
ed. But that very moment, one of the young 
people forced in his way with me, threw me 
on the ground, gagged my mouth, dragged me 
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out again, tore my veil, and while the other 
gently {hut the door, beat me with his fifts 
till I fainted. I was unable to cry out, and 
believe that the marks of their blows will for 
ever remain on my body." 

Here, ibe bared her arms and part of her 
neck, which were covered with livid bruifes, 
contufions, and fcratches. fC I affure you," 
added {he, u that there is no part of my body 
that has not felt the furious gripes of thofe 
mercilefs ruffians." 

The count was diftra&ed with forrow and 
i-age at this unfortunate adventure. He rkn 
for his fword and wanted to Tally forth into 
the ftreets, vowing deftrudtion to the favage 
villains. The dutchefs howeverprevented him, 
alledging, that {he firft wiflied herfelf fafc 
home, and had not time to wait the refult of 
his expedition, which he would have plenty 
of leifure to undertake and terminate after {he 

> 

{hould be gone. 

My friend was obliged to comply, and we 
both faw the dutchefs home, properly armed. 
We waited till Ihe had entered the palace by 
the lame private door through which {he firft 

I 2 ' came. 
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came. On our return wc fearched every part 
of the houfe from top to bottom* but with as 
little fuccefs as our fervants had done before 
us* . 

The count hegan to think, that this inci- 
dent would not as much prejudice him in the 
dutchefs's affe&ions, as ferve to render her 
cautious for the future. And he well knew, 
that a woman that can coolly refledt on her 
paflion, is already half-way of getting the bet- 
ter of it entirely. But no fuch difpofition 
was in that lady's heart- -She concealed her 
pain, applied plaifters to the wounded parts, 
and afterwards was more imprudent and ralh- 
er than £vcr. Impatient defire fparkled in 
her eyes, and had not illnefs prevented her 
hufband, he could not but have perceived the 
change of her conduct. 

The duke foon recovered, and was deter- 
mined, before the commencement of the 
JLent feafon to give a brilliant fete to the 
count at his villa in the environs of Venice. 
Moll of the nobles were invited, and the beft 
muficians engaged. 

Two 
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* Two days before the intended fete, the 
count happened to fall out with the duke 
over a game at billiards in a coffee-houfe of 
the metropolis. The count left him abruptly, 
with a kind of challenge, and thinking his 
honor wounded refolved to come to an entire 
rupture with him. Returning home, my 
friend immediately acquainted me with what 
had happened, and very little was wanting for 
him to have alfo quarrelled with me. Seeing 

1 

his countenance fluflied with anger I could 
not help laughing at his complaints, and 
vhen he afked me why I did fo, I replied,. 
" you may thank Heaven for this- occurrence. 
If you will be ruled by my advice, you will 
find it one of the happieft of your life." 1 
I now communicated a plan to Selami, 
which after fome hefitation he confented to 
adopt. That fame hour we went to the duke, 
who feigned not to recoiled: the leaft part of 
what had happened ; I offered my mediation, 
effedted a perfed: reconciliation, and they both 
went immediately after to one of the principal 
taverns, to celebrate the reftoration of their 
good underftanding. The next morning the 

I 3 duke 



Digitized by Google 



*74 



THE GEN I US* 



duke fet out to his villa, to give directions for 
finifhing the preparations for the approaching 
fete. 

I then went to inform the Inferior Council 
of the Republic, of the difagreement that had 
arifen between my friend and his grace. But 
I found fomebody had got the ftart of me, 
and the information I gave, only corroborated 
the fad, and ftrengthencd the general opinion 
of a duel being about to take place. Their 
reconciliation was a fecret that had not trans- 
pired, and as the danger appeared very immi- 
nent the fenators fent an order to the duke, 
to remain at his villa till farther notice, while 
the count as a foreigner, was obliged to give 
his parole not to leave the city in three days. 

The whole went off wondroufly well. The 
duke, almoft burfting with rage, ruminated 
a long while in his mind, what could be tht 
reafon of this furprifing mandate. He could 
not bear his honorable exile, difguifed hircu 
felf as a pcafant at night, and returned to 
Venice. He did not wilh immediately to 
go home, and loitered about feveral places 

» * of 
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of public refort, to hear if he could not pick 
up fome intelligence relative to his affair. 

He was fo fortunate as to find it the gev 
neral topic of converfation almoft wherever 
he went. He was juft on the point of leav- 
ing the great fquare of St. Mark, when hte 
was recognized by a young foreigner in 
French regimentals, who accoftcd him, fay»- 
ing, fc Your grace would do beft to go home, 
as you will find Count Selami there/' Herje 
the foreigner haftily walked off, and left the 
duke quite aftonifhed in the middle of the 
ftreet;>- 

ff Count Selami ?" faid the duke to him- 
felf, " what can he want there when I am 
out of town ? Strange, that a foreigner ihould 
give me this intelligence in lb myfterious 
a manner ! But more ftrange, that I am be- 
trayed ! It will be unfafe for mc to remain 
much longer in the ftreets. — But the world 
loves fcandal, and the count, who has na 
doubt heard of my misfortune, is in all like- 
lihood gone to apprife my fpoufe of it. 
Somebody faw him enter the palace, and" 
took it into his head to (preadthis injurfousr 
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report in fomc parts of the town. Thefe 
reflexions confoled him a little, but the 
fenfations of jealoufy and the fear of danger 
alternately llruggled with his heart. 

The count, who had a&ually given fome 
fuperficial information to the dutchefs of the 
real ftate of the affair, adtually went in the 
evening to confirm it to her by his own pre- 
fence. She received him like a woman, 
that has long panted for an opportunity of 
exprefling to the darling of her heart the 
whole extent of her tenderncfs. They had 
never yet been able to converfe fo free 
#nd l undiftufbed together. They had a 
thoufand plans to fettle, a thoiifand mea- 
fures to propofe for facilitating their future 
meetings, and on the point of gratifying 
their wifhes, a fudden and violent knocking 
was heard at the palace-gate. Sufpedling, 
left it fhould be the duke himfelf, the alarm- 
ed lovers quitted each others arms— the 
dutchefs had ordered one of her women to 
be on the look-out, but fhe did not make 
Jier appearance. At laft fhe came to inform 
her miftrefs, that fhe need not be alarmed, 
as the noife at the gate had only been a run- 
away 
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a way-knock, given by fome drunken or mif- 
chievous perfon who delighted in giving 
fervants unneceflary trouble. 

This report gave frefh courage to the gal- 
lant couple, v*ho no fooner began to indulge 
themfelves in new adls of dalliance, than they 

m 

were a fecond time alarmed by the mod 
thundering raps, which continued with re- 
doubled force. 

m 

In lefs than a fecond after, the chamber- 
maid ran into the apartment almoft out of 
breath to inform her miftrefs, that fhe be- 
lieved, the perfon who knocked laft, was the 
duke himfelf in the difguife of a peafant. 
Meanwhile the gate was opened to him. 
Nobody can conceive the unfpeakable em- 
barraflmcnt which the loving pair felt on 
this occailon. An efcape was impractica- 
ble, and had the dutchefs even been able 
to hide the count, it was not lefs certain, 
that her fpoufe, had he had the final left fuf- 
picion, would have fearched every corner, and 
a difcovery might probably have coft the 
life of both. They refolved therefore to 
urge the fame excufe, which the duke's in- 
genuity had already fug, efted to himfelf in 

I 5 favor 
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favor of his friend. The chefs-board being 
placed before the fopha on which the dutchefs 
was fitting, the count haftily took place in a - 
chair facing her, and both lhammed to be 
quite abforbed in the depth of gambling. 

This was by far the beft expedient they 
could recur to. The dutchefs burft out in a 
loud laugh rcfpecling this clever contrivance 
to extricate themfelves from the awkward 
predicament in which they ftood. The 
count imitated her mirth, loudly exclaiming, 
fc What a ftrange pofition of the game!" 
when the duke juft entered the apartment, 
and* perfectly caught the illufion. h 

Neither of them in their affedled attention 
to the game feigned to perceive his entrance. 
The dutchefs now made a move, and I cried 
out, " Bravo ! a malterly move IV The duke 
beckoned his fpoufe who now feemed to have 
•perceived him to be quiet, and ftolc on his 
toes behind the count's chair to overlook 
his play. The latter, who at the alarm erf 
his grace's arrival had had prefence of mind 
enough to put on his fword, fat gravely me- 
ditating how to retrieve the fortune of the 

game, 
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game, which was fuppofed to goagainft him. 
After a moment's paufe, which could not 
give the huiband time to perceive the whole 
lharn of the contrivance, he fwept off all 
the men with his hand, exclaiming, ff Ma- 
dam, I havelolt!" The dutchefs then feign- 
ed to ftart up at theiight of her lord, and haf- 
tening to embrace him, overturned the table, 
candles and all. — The count jumped up with 
an air of fudden furprife, while the lady 
•cried, f< A fine trick monfignor duke ! How 
can you thus frighten me?" 

— " Madam,'* replied the unfufpecting 
hufband, cc I wiihed to give you unexpedb- 
; ed joy ?" 

— <f I fhall not thank you, monfignor, 
you have fpoilcd the count's good luck.'* 

— " It was not my intention. I rather 
came to extricate him.'* 

The count now embraced his friend with 
great demonftrations of gladnefs at feeing 
him again. They remained together an hour 
longer, to arrange meafures for adjufting 
their affair. The count infifted on the duke's 
returning to his villa, and even accompanied 
him part of the way. On his return to Ve- 

I 6 nice 
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nice the morning began to appear, and he 
thought it beft to betake himfelf to reft, as 
he dreaded the word confequences from a fe- 
cond vilit to the dutchefs. 

What confirmed him in thofe apprehen- 
fions was the account which the duke had 
given him on the road, relative to what had 
happened in the great fquare of St. Mark. 

The count refleded on the circumftance 
of its being a perfon in the regimentals of 
an officer who gave the duke information at 
his being at the palace, and concluded that 
it muft have have been one of the fame who 
fo unmercifully beat the dutchefs fome weeks 
before. He alfo began to imagine, that it 
muft be the fame perfon w ho gave the firft 
alarm by a runaway-knock. He never heard, 
that the lady had any other lover, yet fuch 
a thing was very poflible. 

The next day the proceedings againft the 
two reconciled friends were quaftied by the 
interference of the duke's powerful friends, 
and the fete at the villa was celebrated with 
the moft pompous fplendor. 

The 
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The duke, the dutchefs, my friend and 
I, agreed to go to a mafquerade on Shrove- 
Tuefday, which was the laft entertainment 
to be given before the commencement of 
Lent. The two lovers previously projeded 
a plan to profit by the throng occafioned by 
the great number of maflts, to give the duke 
the flip, in order to accomplifh their long 
impeded happinefs. 

It was refolved, that all four of us fhould 
go together. The count who fwore he 
would not leave the duke, propofed to me 
at the requeft of the latter, to efcort the 
dutchefs the whole night as her cavalier or 
cicijbeo. I declined this honor, declaring 
myfelf wholly inadequate to the truft. The 
duke laughed at my modeft diffidence, and the 
cuftom of the country abfolutely requiring a 
cavalier to attend his fpoufe, he infifted on 
the count's accepting of the flattering office. 
It was farther fettled between us, that the 
count and the dutchefs fliould wear the dif- 
guife of a (hepherd and fhepherdefs. The 
duke chofe the coftume of an harlequin, and 

I appeared, 
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I appeared, as I generally did, in a black 
domino. 

We arrived in the ball-room, and found it 
uncommonly crowded. We had not gone 
many yards, when our friend harlequin got 
himfelf hemmed in by fome mafks. We 
had put a red filken patch on his hat, un- 
known to him, that v/e might be the bctrer 
able to recognize him. He was fo little 
and weak, as to find it impoflible, for fome 
time, to get out of the crowd. The count 
and the dutchefs, agreeable to their fcheme, 
walked up and down the room for a few 
minutes, and then retired to a diftant cham- 
ber of the ball-houfe, to change their drefs. 
A carriage was waiting at the door, to con- 
vey them to a fnug private houfe out of the 
neighborhood. 

The count had given orders to his valet, 
who was much like himfelf in fize, to ap- 
pear with a girl, that bore fome outward re- 
femblance to the dutchefs, in the fame (hep- 
herd's drefs, which he and his lady wore, and 
not to lofe fight of the harlequin, whom he 
taught them to recognize by the patch of 

red 
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red filk on his hat. This valet was remark- 
able for his cunning and acutenefs, and hav- 
ing agreed among ourfelvcs, not to fpeak 
but by figns, he immediately made an ex- 
cellent fubftitute for the intriguing couple. 
But harlequin who began to be tired of be- 
ing fqueezed and puftied about, made an 
hundred figns to his fuppofed fpoufe to re- 
tire. The latter from want of recolle&ion, 
anfwered his geflures by all forts of random 
fignals, which the duke was utterly at a 
lofs to underftand. Provoked at her ftub- 
bornnefs he finally retired to another room, 
and left the fliepherd and ftiepherdefs to 

themfelves. 

• < 

Common and infignificant as my own dif- 
guife was, I got neverthelefs foon furround- 
cd by feveral perfons, who wanted to enter 
into converfation with me, and endeavored to 
part me from my friend and the dutchefs A 
while they ftill continued in the room. At 
laft a mafk alfo wearing a black domino, 
addrefled me in Spaniih, faying, €t How do 
you like the Venetian ladies, Don Carlos?" 
—I made no anfwer, and fo well forced my 

way 
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way through the infidious group as not to lofe 
light of the two lovers till I knew them in 
perfedt fafety. 

I then returned to the bu ft ling crowd, 
when I was again accofted by a mafk, that 
whifpered in my ear, r< Marquis, your friend 
is in danger. The duke miffes his lady. 
There's not a moment to be loft." 

I flood for fome time in motionlefs amaze- 
ment. Our harlequin, whom I diftinguifhed 
by the patch, now run quite furious through 
the room, beckoning and ftaring at every 
perfon. I laid hold of him by the fleeve, 
afking what could be the matter? He an- 
fwered by a pantomimic gcfture, exprefling 
the motion of (tabbing me with a dagger, 
impetuoufly broke loofe from me, and ftrut- 
ted quite in a rage. 

I thought it high time to inform Selami 
of this ftrange occurrence. I haftened to 
the room in which he had unmafked him- 
felf, and met him down flairs, juft on the 
point of ftepping into the carriage with his 
lady. I told him all, and it was unanimoufly re- 
folved to return to the room, in order to make 
a proper enquiry into the matter. We there 

found 
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found the harlequin as boifterous as before. 
€C Let us avoid him/' faid the dutchefs, and 
retire to another apartment/' 

In our retreat, the count perceived a crofs 
marked with chalk on my domino, which 
had probably been made at my entrance to 
diftinguifti me. He rubbed it off. We 
went into one of the gaming-rooms, and to 
our great furprife, found our harlequin fit- 
ting there with great compofure at a pharo- 
table. 

To be Aire of his being the identical man 
we wanted, we gave him feveral of the figns 
. agreed upon. He immediately rofe, knew 
and fo clofely followed us, that we could 
not get rid of him for a moment all the re- 
mainder of the night, 

CHAP. XIV. 

ON our return home we could not help 
• taking thefe Angular occurrences into 
the moft fcrious confideration. We found 
all our plans fruftrated one after another, and 

remarked 
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remarked that they were rendered abortive by- 
others far more ingenious and better executed*. 
Heaven knew, what intcreft our opponents 
could feel ! The dutchefs mod folemnly pro- 
tefted, flie had never given the duke a right 
of being jealous of her, nor had flie ever had 
an opportunity for it. 

But who could be thofe opponents ? Was 
it fome new genius, a fecond Amanuel ? Was 
it a fet of cmiflaries of the monftrous Cabal ? 
I did not know how to reconcile thefe 
thoughts with the invifible influence of my 
myftic brethren, which had ceafed to diftrefs 
me ever lince Bernardos's tragical and deferved 

■ 

exit. 

The appearance of the two foreigners, 
drefled in regimentals, one of whom had 
fpoken to me in good Spanifli, made me afrer 
all inclined to think, that the rclentlefs cove- 
nant was again exerting its fccrct and invifi- 
ble powers to prepare for me new cataftro- 
phes. 

The duke now became daily more referved 
towards me and my friend. The dutchefs 
was aware of it, and feemed to defpair. Her 

hulband 
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hufband even fhewed coldnefs in his condudl 
to herfelf, and unable either to advife or re- 
lieve the count, Ihe confoled him with thd 
future, and promifed to let no opportunity 
pafs, without thinking of their mutual inte- 
reft, and promoting it by her beft endea*. 
vours. 

An incident however foon happened, which 
entirely deftroyed the harmony between them. 
The count loved the ladies rather from a 
propenfity to their fprightly and agreeable 
converfation, than from any natural induce- 
ment of his temper. He vifited them in 
^very ftation, and now condefcended to fre- 
quent the haunts of the very outcaft of their 
fex. He principally attached himfelf to an 
intercourfe with a beautiful Grecian courte- 
fan, of the name of Chlorinda, whofe wit 
and ingenuity were very attractive. Thifc 
lady did not beftow her favors indifcrimi- 
nately, but partially referved them for a feledl 
few. 

Among thefe the count was one. Wc 
fometimes went to fpend the evening at Chlo- 
rinda's houfe. She then difmiffed the reft of 

her 
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her fuitors by pretending abfence from home; 
and entirely devoted herfelf to our own enter- 
tainment, i 

One evening, which we had agreed tofpcnd 
at Chlorinda's, the count went out on bufi- 
nefs, and requefted me to go firft to her 
houfe, where he promifed to join me. I was 
deeply engaged in convcrfation with the lady, 
when her fervant announced the Dutchefs de 
F**. I was overwhelmed with furprife at 
this unexpe&ed meeting, and begged of 
» Chlorinda to permit me to hide myfelf in her 
alcove which opened with glafs doors. I 
went in and took place behind the curtains of 
the door, of which I lifted one end to peep 
through the glafs, that I might have a clear 
view of what palfed in the room. I felt the 
greateft apprehenfions for the count at this 
unlucky moment, as he had every thing to 
dread from the vindicative rage of a jealous 
and deluded Italian- 

The dutchefs entered with all the pride and 
pompoufnefs of her rank, curioufly cafting 
her eyes about the room. Chlorinda received 
her with graceful eafe, and alked, what could 

have 
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have procured her the the honor of fo diftin- 
guifhed a vifit ? cr Your extenfive fame, Sig- 
riora," replied the former. " I came to con- 
vince myfelf, if your charms were really fo 
irrefiftible, and your manners fo prepoffefling 
as they are reported. Excufe my injuftice ; 
for you know that we women are very unbe- 
lieving in fuch like matters/' 

Chlorinda was never at a lofs for an anfwer, 
and found it eafy to infinuate herfelf with 
every one. Thedutchefs who had only fought 
a pretence, declared herfelf fo much flattered 
with the lady's fpirit and accompliftiments, 
as to be under the neceflity of alking her per- 
miflion to fup with her that night. So fay- 
ing, {he made no farther ado, than to fit 
down with great familiarity and compofurc 
on the fopha. 

% Chlorinda begged leave to decline fo much 
honor, as fhe expected fomc ftrangers, who 
wifhed to fee her without company. The 
dutchefs bluftied at this anfwer, but added, 
that (he muft patiently bear her intrufion, as 
Ihe was determined, at all events, to ftay with 
her. Had Chlorinda had the molt diftant 
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idea of the count's connexion with the 
dutchefs, her fubtile mind would doubtlefs 
have furniihed her with fome means or other 
to get irid of her trqublefome vifitpr. But 
Ihe now thought that my friend, fo far from 
being difpieafed, would rejoice at the oppor- 
tunity of finding another handfome woman 
of the party and at her table. 

I did not know what to do to get out of 
my hiding-place. The windows of the al- 
cove being fhut, locked and barred, it was 
impolTible to make my efcape without alarm- 
ing the ladies in the outer apartment, nor 
was there any other outlet or door from it 
through which I might have got out, to meet 
the count, and intercept him on his paflage. 
Nothing could be more certain than that hq* 
grace had obtained information of the foot- 
ing on which he lived with Chlorinda, and 
{he was purpofely come to convince herfejf 
of it, I was not lefs certain, that fliould he 
be difcovered (he would fet all the engines of 
female vengeance at work to punilh his infi- 
delity. I refolved, therefore, to try every 
thing before frch a difeoveiy could take 

place, 
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place, and feizing a large tumbler of water 
which flood on Chlorinda's night-ftand, I 
daftied it with loud force on the floor. 

Chlorinda underftood the meaning of this 
fignal. But defpairing of getting rid of her 
gueft, (he rung the fervant and bid him go 
into the alcove and fee if her lap-dog had 
done no nufchief. She would have gone 
herfelf, but was afraid left the dutchefs (hould 
follow her ftep by ftep. 

The fervant came to me with a lighted 
candle, when preffing fome gold into his 
band, I requefted him in a low tone of voice, 
to haften to the door of the houfe, and ftiould 
Count Selami come, to defire him on my part, 
for his life, to go home immediately. The 
fervant now took with him the little lap-dog 
which adlually laid on Chlorinda's bed and 
was fall afleep, and turning him into the other 
apartment, faid, " Signora, little Franciulla 
has broken a porcelain bafon and ftand I" 

At thefe words, our ill fate decreed, that 
the count Ihould bounce into the room, foot- 
ing a cotillion ftep, whittling a favorite tune, 
- 

and in as high fpirits as I ever faw him in my 

life. 
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life. He cheerfully advanced to Chlorinda, 
and then turned round with an intention to 
falute the other lady, whom his eagernefs had 
not yet permitted him to notice. ' 

A thunder-clap that drops from a clear and 
fcrene fky, could not have more fuddenly 
overwhelmed him than this unexpected view* 
He reeled back into a chair, and fainted with 
furprize. Chlorinda rofe to give him her 
afliftance, but the dutchefs kept her back, 
crying, " Let the wretch perifh !'•' ; 

— " Barbarous woman l M anfwered Chlo- 
rinda, who got from the dutchefs, and rung 
her people for help. At this time I alfo left . 
the alcove, and haftened to my friend. " You 
too, marquis V exclaimed the dutchefs, with j 
Csefar's words. 

As foon as the count was a little better, her 
grace rofe from the fopha, and with an en- 
raged countenance, and a fcornful look, quit- 
ted the houfe without faying a word more. 
The count was, for fome time, quite diftraft- 
cd, and began to long for his country, where 
he hoped to find his Caroline reclaimed from 
error, and reftored to her health. It had in- 
deed 
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deed been raflinefs in the extreme to have 
ftaid much longer at Venice, where the ceafe- 
lefs refentment of the dutchefs put us almoft 
hourly in the moft imminent danger of Iofing 
our lives. 

■ 

It feemed inconceivable to us, by what 
means the dutchefs came to know the count's 
intercourfe with Chlorinda. And the bold 
and refolute manner in which Ihe perfifted to 
wait his arrival, fhewed fomething more than 
the mere effecT: of public rumor. It even in- 
dicated the certainty in which me was, of 
meeting her changling there. We both had 
reafon to fuppofe, that the two young men in 
regimentals were again at the bottom of the 
fecret. 

Ourperfecutors were little difpofed to leave . 
us at reft. The dutchefs did nothing but 
breathe fchemes of vengeance. The duke, 
who thought to have new and convincing 
proofs of her connexion with the count, and 
had reafon to fpare her on account of certain 
family matters, only meditated blood and 
murder, to punifh the temerity of his former 
friend. Not a day pafted without our receiv- 

Voi. II. k 
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ing anonymou* letter reprefenting our dan- 
ger, and fome of the fervants reported, that 
every night certain perfons deeply muffled up, 
were lingering about the houfe to watch oqr 
motions. We went out well armed every 
day, and, returned home at twilight, avoiding 
all narrow pafle> and lanes. 

Ope night, the weather being uncommonly 
beautiful and fcrene, we refolved to ftay fome 
hours longer than wc were wont tp, do at a 
cofFee-houfe on St. Mark's Square, and or T 
<tered fome ftierbet to be brought us before 
the door. Owing to the great number of 
guefts, we were obliged to wait a good while 
before we could get ferved. At laft the 
waiter forced his way with* fome difficulty 
through th? crowd, and brought us the de- 
fired liquor, with fome ices on a difti. Juft 
as he was going to prefent it, a perfon in a 
green cloak, with his hat. deeply douched 
over his face huftled the waiter, apparently 
without defign, and made him drop the 
ices and fpill the liquor, which fell on the 
ground. 

The 



Digitized by Google 



THE GENIUS. 1$$ 

The count fancied, that this trick had been * 
played us on purpofe. He attempted to rife 
and attack the ftranger, when I forcibly de- 
tained him, whifpering into his ear, " Re 5 - 
member we are in Venice* and furroundetf 
with dangers ! ' * 

He had lately purchafed a beautiful Italian* 
pointer, whom he took out with him where- 
ever he went. This animal, which was lying 
at his feet, got up to lick fome of the liquor 
from the pavement. The Count, who was in 
a paffion, kicked the poor beaft, and rofe, 
alledging, that it was very late and high time 
to be gone* 

I followed him, but he was thirfiy, and 
ftopt at another coflfee-houfe by the way to 
drink lemonade.. The houfe being but thin 
of company, we tarried a little, when his dog 
began to make feveral ftrange leaps, foamed 
from the mouth, and fhortly after drqpt down 
dead. The Count who was very fond of the 
animal, was fadly vexed, and threw him into 
a canal. c< It was ftrong poifon, Marquis/' 
(aid he f , c< Very ftrong l'? replied I, wrap- 
ping myfelf up Hmddering.ui my cloak. 

K 2 When 



Digitized by 



14)6 THE GENIUS. 

When we arrived on the bridge of St. Sro- 
vanni, which was very near our houfe, wc 
heard a loud whittling before and behind us. 
There was no moonfhine, but it was ftill 
light enough to enable us to perceive -three 
muffled men advance againft us, from the' 
farther end of the bridge. Not a foul clfc 
was to be feen either in the ftreets or on the 
•canals. We perceived the danger in good 
time, and drew our fwords to defend ourfel ves. 
The three men crept on flowly, and at the 
. diftance of three or four yards from us, began 
to utter their death-howl, u Morte ! morteV 
and darted upon us with their long battfe- 
fwords. We put ourfelvcs in pofition againft 
the rails of the bridge ; I threw my cloak at 
the firft ruffian that aflailed us, and h;id the 
good fortune to run him through, while he 
was endeavouring to difcntangle himfclf. The 
fecond bravo, as foon as he faw the danger of 
his comrade attacked me with incredible fury, 
his fword wounded me in the (boulder, but I 
caught it that fame inftant with my hands, 
when he wreftcd it from me with fuch force 
as to cut my palm and fingers in fcvcral places. 

The 
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The combat became now more equal, and 
while my friend was engaged with the third 
cut- throat, I continued the conflidl with the 
fecond with unfpeakable fury. At laft two 
others came from behind us, and we thought 
ourfelves irreparably loft, when to our afto- 
nilhment, the latter bid us be of good cheeF, 
and engaged our enemies, who after fome des- 
perate pafles, by which one of our deliverers 
fell wounded to the ground, took to their 
heels, and fled with the utmoft precipitation. 
We let them fly unpurfued, and pulling off the 
crape which covered the face of my flain an- 
tagonift,. I difcovered Jago ! We flew to em* 
brace our generous deliverers, who were dreft 
in regimentals, and feemed to be the fame 
defcribed by the dutchefs and her hufband. 
We returned them a thoufand thanks, but 
they made no anfwer. I laid hold of the 
corpfe of Jago, and by their and my friend's 
afliftance carried it to. our houfe, which was 
not quite twenty or thirty yards from the 
place of combat. I eagerly identified him at 
.the light of candles, and fearching his pockets 
found nothing but a purfe in them., The 
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wound in my fhouWer gave me great pain, 
and a furgeon being fent for, k was drefled, 
after that which one of our deliverers had re- 
ceived. The latter's wound was thought 
dangerous, and his companion flood penfive 
and in mute forrow by his fide. The count 
would not leave him an inftant, and me- 
thought I knew their faces, though they were 
quite covered with a white cofmetic paint. 
At laft the patient cried with a foft voice, 
M The moment of difcovery is come ! I die 
happy! I have faved you!" At thefe words 
he put his handkerchief to his face to wipe off 
the paint, 1 flew to hi^ afliftance and that in- 
ftant recognized and embraced Adela~my 
poor Adela ! This was the fignal at which the 
other clafpt the count to his arms, and— O 
wonder ! — it was Caroline ! 

This almoft miraculous meeting nearly de- 
prived us of our fenfes, and long we conti- 
nued in filent extacy. What a torrent of 
painful and delicious fenfations did not now 
overwhelm our hearts! Could one think it 
within the reach of poflibilities, that human 
nature were able to (land fo keen, fo awful a 

fhock ? 
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fhock ?— Ah I that the powers of language 
Ihould not be competent to paint this interefl> 
ing fcene ! I turn defpondent from the baffling 
talk, and leave it to the man of fenfibility ! 
Ah fenfibiKty! fenfibility t Thy yearning 
throbs alone can exprefs the grand and fub- 
Kmc lhades of this more than magic pic- 
ture I 



CHAP. XV. 

WE were now difagreeably roufed fronv 
our trance, by a violent knocking at 
the door and the cry of, ff Open! open! in 
the name of the Serene Republic 1 ftagger- 
ed forth to obey the call, and had no foo'ner 
with a tremulous motion, pulled back the 
fpring of the lock, than an officer with the 
furgeon and a ftrong detachment of foldiers 
entered the houfe. The furgeon, by virtue 
of his oath, had gone to the pretor of the fe- 
nate to report the matter^ and the vigilant 
magiftrate had given orders to the armed 
force to immediately bring the parties before 

K 4. him. 
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him. After a fhort explanation, and the fur- 
gcon's reprefenting it as dangerous to remove 
Adela, the commanding officer not only con- 
ftntcd to her Haying behind, but even had 
the politenefs to permit Caroline to keep her 
company. As a mcafure of fafety he, how- 
ever, made a ferjeant's guard remain in the 
houfc till our return. In fimilar cafes juftice 
is fo ftridly adminiftered at Venice, that the 
magiftrates will not only confecrate the day, 
but even the night to the exercife of their 
fund ions. The pretor, who was owner of 
the houfe we rented, and to whom we had 
been ftrongly recommended by one of the 
firft fenators of the republic, as men of qua- 
lity, heard our ftory with great attention, and 
was fo far fatisfied, as to dilmifs us on condi- 
tion of giving our word of honor to make 
our appearance as foon as we ftiould be called 
upon again. To this we readily fubmittcd, 
and thanking him for the confidence which 
he was plcafcd to repofe in us, we returned 
home under a proper fafe-guard. The body 
of Jago was left at a neighbouring bone-houfc 
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to be owned, but much to our furprife the 
account of the bufinefs which appeared in 
public the next day, was fo black, that nobody 
claimed the deceafed except his landlord, 
who reprefented him as a ftranger, of whom 
he knew nothing, but that he flood indebted 
to him for the hire of fome apartments he 
had occupied for about a fortnight. The 
purfe of gold was left in the pocket of the 
deceafed, fo that not the leaft fufpicion of 
crime could fall upon us. His lodgings, we 
underftand, were opened ahd ftarched the, 
next day, and nothing found in them except 

# * 

a few elbthes. On our arrival at home, the 
officer withdrew the guard. A dela and Ca- 
roline were tranfported with joy at the favor- 
able iflue of the affair, which, confidering 
that we were foreigners, might naturally have 
induced the magiftrate to detain us in cuftody 
till farther enquiries fhould have been made 
to clear up fo ferious a cafe. 

f< Thanks to Providence, Don Carlos V 9 
exclaimed Adela, u that thy repentant wife 
has atoned for her wrongs by faving thy life 
and that of thy friend, and by having become 
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the chief inftrument of the dcitru&ion of thy 
moft cruel enemies in Spain, — of rhofe whofe 
dangerous intercourfe has corrupted my inno- 
cence, and deprived us of our happinefs / 
Thanks to Providence, which has chofen me 
thy fecond Genius, to fn^tch thee from per- 
dition j I am afraid, I (hall not live to enjQy 
the fruits of my dutiful endeavors, but the 
a& itfelf is a fufficient reward, and I fhall die 
contented if I furvive in thy remembrance. 

M It is my duty to relate to you the caufes 
which brought me to this /or^ign country, 
and the circumftances which have guided my 
condudt in doing what has been accomplifti- 
ed. Your thanks are equally due to Caro- 
line, who has accompanied me every where 
in this dangerous enterprife, impelled by the 
fame motives in favor of the Count, her huf- 
band, whofe generality will no doubt reward 
her fortitude and more than female tendernefs, 
love, and affection." 

Here the count and I vowed, with tears 
in our eyes, never to part from them more. 
I knelt down by my Adela's fide, covering 
her band with kifles, while Count Selami 

loaded 
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loaded his Caroline with numberlefs of 
blandifhmeijt. 

*« A few weeks," continued Adela, " after 
you had fent us notice of yoyr departure for 
Venice, a ftranger came to &e convent, and 
demanded admittance to the parlor, alledging 
that fhe had a letter of the utmoft importance 
to deliver to me. Her requeft was granted 
and Ihe put the following epiftle into my 
hands : 

Cf Madam, 
cc Since the death of Bernardos, which the 
9f Covenant you b?lpng to is rejfolvcd to 
<f avenge, I have been informed by a friend 
" of the place of your retreat at Seville. My 
* r refpedt for your hufband^ whom I once 
u loved, makes roe forge; the injury he has 
" done me, and I now put it in your power 
€f to fave his life and that of Count Selami, 



u 



: fpoufe, I underftand, alfo 
€i lhares your fate. 

Cf Don Carlos is gone to Venice, and next 

" week, three members of the Cabal will fet 

" out for the fame place charged with the 

K 6 execution 
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,f execution of the horrid plan of murdering 
€C both him and his friend, at the firft favdra- 
n ble opportunity. My advice is, that you 
" do without delay fet out to fruftrate the 
,fr black deed. To convince you of the fin- 
" cerity of this communication, I will meet 
" you next Tuefday at Alcantara, to point 
" out the monfters who are to exterminate 
" Don Carlos. As none of them knows you 
u or was prefent at the time of your recep- 
" tion into the Myftic Society, you will foon 
u remark their perfons. They are indeed, 
u very remarkable, and fince, after having 
,cc once feen them, you will eafily know them 
" again, you will pleafe to ftay with me for 
M fome time longer, to receive fuch farther 
* inftru&ions as I {hall then give you for the 
" deferved puniftiment of your worft enemies 
ff and mine own. This done, you will have 
" time enough to get the ftart of the emif- 
" faiics, who have orders to flop at different 
u places on the road. 

u I (hall therefore perfonally cxpedl you, 
,f madam, at your own town-houfe at Alcan- 
" tara on Tuelday next, by five o'clock in the 
i ' * ■ « afternoon, 
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" afternoon, and am with franknefs and friend- 
cc fliip, yours, &c. ' 

ff Rosalia Des Buenos." 
<r Alcantara* Dec* 12. 

— cc Good Heavens !" cried I with amaze- 
ment, " is it poflible, that the very woman, 
who has been reprefented to me as my death- 
fiend, and on whofe affedtions I trampled, 
Ihould thus magnanimoufly ferve her undoer ?" 

— ff Yes, my lord," refumed Adela, cc it is 

■ * » * 

to her more than to myfelf, you (land indebt- 
ed for your life. What follows will farther 
confirm the truth of my aflertion. ' 

" I (howed Rofalia's letter to Caroline, by 
whofe advice its contents were likewife com- 
municated to the abbefs. This lady whofe 
efteem of you al ways manifefted itfelf by the 
tender and indulgent treatment of your un- 
happy fpoufe, was quite charmed with my re- 
folution to join you with Caroline. So we 
quitted the convent, and arrived at Alcantara 
two days previous to the appointment made 
by my generous informant. 

" Rofalia 
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cc Rofalia was pun&ual to the minute, and 
we received her with tranfports of joy qnd 
gratitude. The amiable creature was fo in- 
genuous as to confefs to us her former frail- 
ties, and the rcafons that had made her break 
the tyrannic (hackles of the odious Cabal. Its 
infidious councils were again fwayed by your 
nd all thofe who were friendly to 
the principles of your uncle, had withdrawn 
from it. She was prefent at the meeting of 
tjie fociety, in which it was refolved to fend 
out emiflaries to Italy to afTaflinate you and 
your friend. 

€f This atrocious projedt gave thp laft (hock 
to poor Rofalia's outraged humanity. She 
now reprefeijted to me, in the moft forcible 
manner, tfye neceflity of my going to the go- 
vernor of Alcantara to give information to 
have them fecured at their next nightly con- 
venticle, which (be knew was to be holden in 
the night between the fifteenth and fixteenth 
of the f am e month. It was her opinion, that 
the feizure of their perfons or papers would 
be of the laft importance to the general in- 
tereft of the State, and (he promifed to give 

all 
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all the afljftance in her power to effe# that 
falutary end. 

" I vowed the ftrideft obedience tP hep 
orders. After dinner (he went out witfe w to 
ftiew us the inn, where Jago and the two other 
emiflaries of the Cabal were to arrive in the 
cyening to fet out for Italy, charged with the 
execution of the terrible plan, early on the en- 
filing morning. And fo faithful a defcription 
did Ihe give of their {hape, figure, and drefs, 
as to render any miftake <?n my part utterly 
impoffible. 

" After our return, wc prevailed on Rofa* 
lia to make our houfe her own, till the final 
accomplifhment of our enterprizc, or as much 
longer as flie pleafed. In the evening Caro- 
line and I, in the difguife of French officers, 
went again to the inn. About nine o'clock, 
Jago and his ruffian companions arrived in a 
travelling chaife, whom we recognized without 
the leaft difficulty. We ordered fupper in aa 
japartment adjoining to that which they occu- 
pied. The doors of each room being left 
open, we had an opportunity of overhearing 
the greater part of their difcourfe, in which 

they 
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they much enlarged on the manner they wifli 
ed to perform the journey, not forgetting to 
mention three frontier towns, where it was 
their intention to flop for fomeda\s. We 
flept that whole night at the inn, and about 
feven o'clock in the morning had the fatisfac- 
tion to take tea and chocolate with the ruf- 
fians. The converfation chiefly ran on the 
pleafures of travelling, and as they made no 
fcruple to inform us they were going to the 
carnival of Venice, we apprifed them, that it 
was likewife our intention to be prefent at 
that celebrated amufementi and that we w ould 
have been happy in joining fuch excellent 
company, were we not forced to ftay fome 
days longer at Alcantara to wait for remit- 
tances. : 

u Jago replied, that he and his friends were 
highly feniible of the honor we meant to con- 
fer upon them, and they hoped to have the 
pleafure of meeting us in good time to 
lhare with them the feftivities of the feafon. 
Having done breakfaft, they politely took 
leave of us, and drove away. I forgot to 
ftate, that the Better to elude all kind of fuf- 

picion, 
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fpicion, we took care to pafs for two Bafque 
officers, belonging to a foreign regiment in 
the French fervice, who, owing to the revo- 
lutionary broils, had left France to make the 
tour of Spain and Italy, till the expected re- 
dud ion of the democratic principles, which 
mod of the kings of Europe were fo bufily 
employed with eradicating, fhould occafion 
our recal with the reft of the fugitives who 
left that country. 

" Satisfied with this preliminary fuccefs, 
we returned to our houfe and gave a fcrupu- 
lous account to Rofalia of all which had paf- 
fed. By her dircdions, I paid a vifit to the 
Governor of Alcantara, in the morning of the 
fifteenth of December, to whom I unravelled 
all I knew or had heard of the dangerous 
principles of the Cabal. His excellency hav- 
ing given me his word to obferve the pro* 
founded fecrecy refpeding the difclofure of 
fo momentous an affair, invited Caroline, Ro- 
falia and me to fup with him that evening, 
when Rofalia gave him all fuch farther infor- 
mation as it was not in my power to grant. 
The governor then acquainted us with the mea- 

Aires 
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furcs he had taken for furprifing the abomi- 
nable mifcreants in their den. About ten 
o'clock the drum beat to arms, and two hun- 
dred grenadiers and fixty troopers, according 
to the orders prcvioufly received colle&ed on 
the parade facing his excellency's refidence. 
A quarter of an houMfter, the governor, Ro- 
falia, Caroline and I, marched this corps out 
of the city, whence with lighted torches, and 
guided by Rofalia, we penetrated into the an- 
tic foreft, towards the antic caftle. Arrived 
on the fpot, the troops immediately occupied 
all the pafles and avenues to and from the 
ruinous manlion, fo that it was impofliblc for 
any of the myftic barbarians to efcape. It 
could then be about three o'clock in the 
morning of the fixteenth, and the Covenant 
was fuppofed to have fat not much longer 
than an hour. A detachment of twenty gre- 
nadiers, with fixed bayonets, were now picked 
out to force their way through the corridor, 
but they found the iron-gate, at the diftancc 
of a few yards from the anti-chamber of the 
faloon, fhut up. Attempting to force it open, 
the monfters from within took the alarm, and 
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perceiving the troops, who peremptorily de- 
manded admittance, they declared their rea- 
dinefs to defend themfelves to the laft extre- 
mity, and rather than furrender, to bury them- 
felves in the ruins of the place. The grena- 
diers, exafperated at this refufal, fired a volley 
of mufquetry, which levelled with the duft 
feveral of their opponents. Thefe, grown more 
obftinate by the height of the danger, fo far 
from being inactive returned the firing by 
a fmart difcharge of blunderbufles, carabines 
and piftols, which were probably kept in the 
caftle for the purpofe of defence. The go- 
venor now ordered the detachment to fall 
back from the corridor on the main body, 
and drafting a number of volunteers, made 
the neceflary preparations for taking the den by 
florm. Already the forlorn hope was proceed- 
ing to the aflauit, when — fhocking to relate ! 
—the dark cavern blew up with its defperatc 
tenants, ftrewing the ground with mangled 
limbs and carcafles, and fmoking ruins. When 
day-light came the moft a^wful fcene of devaf- 
tation prefented itfelf to our "yiew, but what 
grieved me moft and will no doubt grieve you 
all — was, the unhappy end of the amiable 

Rofalia, 
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Rofalia, who was blown up with fifteen gre- 
nadiers at the entrance of the corridor I" 

Here I uttered a fcream, and raved with 
wild fury. I felt my heart almoft rent at the 
melancholy tidings of the death of my fair 
preferver, and it was a full hour before Adela, 
the count and Caroline could, by their joint 
efforts, alleviate my frantic grief fo far as to 
enable the former to refume her narrative, 
which my lamentations had quite interrupted. 
Seeing me a little more compofed, ftie thus 
continued : . 

cc Juft and grateful, my dear Carlos, is 
the forrow you teftify at poor Rofalia's death, 
but moderate your emotions, and remember 
that it is not ours to flop the courfe of mor- 
tal deftiny. No intreaty, no remonflrance 
could check her zeal on that memorable day, 
fo fatal to her, and yet fo glorious and be~ 
Vneficial for you. Even the governor's frowns 
4 could not have prevented her from facri- 
ficing her blooming exiftence at the mouth 
of that hellifli cavern. The explofion alfo 
fvv'ept away feveralof the foldiers from with- 
out^and forty more including the governor 
: • ; • fc and 
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and a fubaltern were wounded. The minis- 
try well Satisfied with this exploit, voted 
their thanks to his excellency, and the force 
under his command in the mod honorable 

♦ 

and flattering terms. And I have good rea- 
fon to believe, that, comprifing Jago, all 
your cruel enemies are cut off, except the 
two nefarious companions of the former, who 
efcaped our vengeance by flight. The hate- 
ful dungeon of our forrows is made even 
with the ground, and a military ftation has 
replaced the ruinated pile, to prevent other 
traitors from aflembling on its warning level. • 

" On our arrival at Venice, we, at firft, 
found fome difficulty to difcover the place of 
your abode, but on making application to the 
police-office to infpedt the lift containing the 
names of all the foreigners recently arrived, 
we not only faw in it thofe of the Marquis 
de Grandez and Count Selami, but alfo of 
Don Jago de Proveros, Spanifh noblemen. We 
paid a vifit to the latter, who feemed highly 
pleafed at feeing us again. I immediately 
employed feveral bravos to watch all his 
movements and thofe of his companions. I 
{ alfo 
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alfo had the good fortune to devote to our 
intereft Jago's interpreter, a native of France, 
who had formerly been in my father's fervice 
at Montpeliier. It was. he, who afforded 
mc the moft eflential aid in the prevention 
of the murder. 

" I muft confefs, that Caroline and I were 
not a little chagrined, at obferving in our 
difguife, the levities of your condu&. But 
you will pardon us, if we check fo often the 
progrefs of thofe gallantries and intrigues, 
which your fex prefumes to have an exclufive 
right to punifti in frail woman, while they 
deem themfelves above the duties of recipro- 
city. It was I who fpilt the poifoned liquor, 
which the bravoes of the dutchefs de F** 

f 

had found means to infufe into the bowl at 
the coffee-boufe. One of thefe bravoes was at 
the fame time in our pay, and for 500 zechins 
he betrayed the truft repofed in hinv by 
his firft vindi&ive employer. Still a thou- 
fand dangers threaten you on the part of 
that irritated vindictive woman, and they 
wUi haunt you wherever you go, unlefs we 
fpeedily quit Venice. But—" 



Digitized by Google 



THE GENIUS. *I 5. 

Here Adela, debilitated by the Iofs of 
blood, and exhaufted of ftrength by the 
length of this account, fell into a long fwoon, 
and paffed the remainder of the night rather 
quietly. 

In his morning vifit the furgeon informed 
me, th^t all danger was over, and gave me 
hopes of Adcla's fpeedy and entire reco- 

joy this wi(hed-for 
event took place in lefs than a fortnight af- 
ter, when we returned with my friend and 
Caroline to Spain. 

It is worthy of remark, that a few days 
previous to our departure from the capital of 
the Venetain commonwealth, we received no- 
tice from the pretor to appear at the fenate- 
houfe, in order to give evidence againft the 
two other emiflaries of the Cabal who, ow- 
ing to the reftlefs vigilance of our bravoes, 
were feized at Verona, whither they had fled 
immediately after the failure of their mur- 
derous defign. They were convidted of the 
heinous charge and condemned to wear the 

chains 
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chains of rowing galley-flaves on board the 
ftiips of that republic for the fpace of twelve 
years. 

Thus, after the mod perplexing incidents, 
and by the generous efforts of a mifguided 
wife and a duped miftrefs, have I triumphed 
at lad over the mod implacable enemies! 
Thus, after numberlefs youthful follies and 
execflfes have I found the harbor of peace 
amidft the terrible ftorms of an unfettled and 
buffeting fate! Long may it continue— the 
happy calm !— May the life of all the gay 
and impaflioned only fo far refemble mine, 
as to make the bitters of dear-bought ex- 
perience contribute to an ultimate happinefs, 
that (hall need no witnefs to atteft its per- 
fection ! . . 



FINIS, 
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